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ADVERTISEMENT. 

jyioNTGAiLLARD's Sketch of the State of France^ having 
been juftified, as to authenticity, by fubfcquent events, 
;md by ftatements exhibited in the French Convention : 

I have thought it worthy of being TranflSted, for the 
general information of my Countrymen ; 

And have added (bme other articles, which, I fuppole, 
may, in concurrence with it, be of ufe to enlighten 
Public Opinion, concerning the ftate and effefts of the 
War, — and the remaining abilities of the Powers among 
whom it is carried on. 

I am confcious of preparing and publifhing the whole 
with intentions not unworthy of a Good Man. Nobody 
can be more fenfible than I myfelf am, , of the trivial, 
feeble, and imperfeft charafter of the effort.- But, wKy 
fhould not I, alfo, contribute my mite ? May God en- 
lighten and dircft m*^ Countrymen, fave and blcfs my 
Country J * 

R. HPRQN- 
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A HE firft principles of man's nature are sociai.. 
But, the general weaknefs and ignorance of 
maiikind, have ever rendered them as little ca- 
pable bf living together without Government, 
as they are of preferving or enduring life with- 
out the mutual helps and confolations of fociety;. 
The dfii familks by which the earth was peo- 
pled, foon multiplied into communities. Over the 
domestic rowER of fathers arofe the public 
AUTHORITY of the ftroug, the bold, and the 
wife. Despotic monarchy was gradually e- 
A ftablifhed 
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flabliihed amid inceflant wars and conque/{:8# 
Where tribes yet unfubdued, were crowded into 
contad with one another, and induftry and war- 
fare at the fame time equally intermingled; thole 
tribes, for the moft part, coalefced intoxa re- 
public. Were the members of fuch a ftate 
fpread through a territory of fome extent, and 
already )di(linguifhed from one another by ine^- 
qualities of power and property ? their governi- 
ment became aristocratic. AlTembled with^ 
in the walls of a town, or in a narrow diftrifl:, 
they campofed rather a democracy. Barbarous 
war firft prodiiced slavery; inhuman traffic 
fed and maintained it. Religion and philofophy 
by degrees gave written laws and ftability 
to forms of fociety and government which na-^ 
tare or accident had created. 

Conqueft was the firft great objed of ambi- 
tion. Kings and demagogues alike, breathed 
continual hoftility and war. The Republics of 
Greece exhaufted each itfelf, and wafted one 
another, till, the Macedonian yoke was eafily im- 
pofed upon their necks. In Afia one mighty 
defpotifm had ftill rifen upon the ruins of anoi. 
ther, till the Perfian emphe was fwallowed up 
in the Macedonian. The Romans extended - 
their fway over Italy, and in conquering Italy, 
acquired habits of military difcipline and adif 

vUyi 
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vhy,"by which they were enabled to fubdue tbe 
world. 

. A grand fyftem of militai-y government, gen- 
tle, yet vigorous ; the combination of all that 
was excellent in the laws or wife in the policy 
of the moft civilized nations, into one complex 
Ijbdy of inftitutions ; the diffufion of philofophy 
and the perfeftion of religion, confpired^to pro- 
long the duration of the Roman empire, v for a 
period which no former Government, if as ex- 
teniive and placed in iimilar' circumftances, 
could poffibly have equalled. It was overwhelm- 
ed and diifoived, when its military energy had 
been enervated, and its civil adminiftration had 
become too languid, corrupt, and inefficient for 
the maintenance of order, or defence. 

Barbarifm and favage freedom fettling on the 
ruins of this mighty political fabric, took that 
form of civil and military arrangements, which 
has been denominated feudal. The fubordi- 
nation of an army was in it combined with the e- 
qual liberty of a democracy ; the fufferings of 
jlavery were alleviated, if not abolifhed, and its 
defpondency cheared ; a fpecies of government 
complex and regulated, yet confiderably free and 
energetic,* was eftablifhed over Europe. Reli- 
gion, as well as military force, exalting its em- 
pire over the wreck oJF civility and knowledge, 

happily 
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happily mitigated the ferocity, and reftrsdned 
the turbulence of its colleague. 

Ere feodifm and the papal hierarchy could b^ 
diffolved, knowledge^ civility, and induftry were 
to revive. iThe « fymptoms and the effefts of 
their revival were various. Here it was gradow 
al and productive of no convulfionj there it 
fapped the ariftocracy, and added new force to 
the monarchy ; on this fide, the out-works of 
the hierarchy were melted away before the keca 
glance of knowledge ; on that, they who had 
been configned to a fort of milder flavery, were 
emancipated and raifed by induftry, yet their 
fuperiors not alarmed or depreffed. In Britain 
the commons were emancipated fo gradually, 
that their fpirits were hardly at any time mad. 
dened by the change. In Germany the power 
of the hierarchy was broken, but the military 
ariftocracy rather ftrengthened than injured by 
its decay. In France and in Spain^ the monarchy 
gained; the hiersH^chy did not lofe; theariftocra« 
cy fell; the people hardly appeared to rife. 

In the mean time, the eyes of knowledge, and 
the arms of induftry, feemed to be multiplied a 
thoufand fold. The wide bafis and maflfy ftruc- 
ture of Feodifm, and of the Ghriftian Hierarchy, 
were Angularly advantageous to their exertions ; 
prefenting a firm ^nd permanent ftage for then). 
la a£t upon 'y inftead of thofc fhifting quick-^ 

lands*^ 
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lands, amidft the flu^uations of which, tbcir Iz^ 
hours and difcoverie^ had been in ancient timeSt 
continually overwhelmed and loft. Knowledge 
and induftry ading in circumftances thus favou<^ 
rable, aftoniihingly improved and e^calted the 
ibcial and individual character of mi^iki^-^yxr. 
rope^ We have feen knowledge mJtke every 
leh^e, the moil fuccefsful inroads into the em-» 
pire of ignorance and unintelligent force. We 
have feen it gradually redrefs the injuftice, and 
corre^ the impolicy of Feodifin, without pro- 
ceeding raflily to break down the fabric. Wc 
liave feen it humanize the gloomy cruelty of 
fuperftition, calm the wildnefs of enthuliafm^ 
and breathe into the popular forms of religion^ 
a fpirit by which they are rendered lefs unwor^* 
thy of the God whom we adore. We have feen 
it teach rujubrs, that the pradice of juftice and 
beneficence, and a ready compliance with the 
reafonable wiihes of their fubjeds, are their tru- 
eft glory and happinefs ; fuhjeSs^ that in the 
prefent imperfe^on of human nature, not unre- 
ftrained licentioulhefs, but a condition regulat-r 
ed by equal, ftable, and improyeable laws, is the 
form of fociety the moft favourable to their weU 
fare. Never before was mind fo fully or fo ge- 
nerally unfolded and expanded ; or the infitt«> 
cnce of reafon fo powerful in the diredioii of 
the civil affairs of men. It feemed as if public 

Government 



6 HISTORY OF THE 

Government were £dl advancing to the hsgheft 
perfedion of juftice and political wifdom ; while 
the improvement of the general intelligence and 
virtue of individuals appeared to promife, that 
human fociety might at length perhaps arrive at 
a (late in which the forms of government fhould 
be unneceflary. If many evils yet remained ; the 
triumph with which we could look back on all 
paft Ages, proved that many had been abolifh- 
cd. 

But, a train of events have taken place in one 
of the greateft of the kingdoms of Europe ; by - 
which thofe fair profpeds are overcaft ; and it is 
rendered uncertain, whether all the chaos of the 
republican diforder and the defpotic oppreilion 
of ancient times, may not be fuddenly renewed, — 
the civilizing labours of Knowledge and Induf- 
try interrupted, — and their works defttoyed. 

Governments are ever poor. Of thofe of mo- 
dern Europe, the Britifh Government alone have 
found a fure refource againft all exigencies, in 
continual borrowing. The particular modifica- 
tion of Feodifm, of which the civil Conftitution 
of Britain confifts ; making the people the bor- 
rowers, and pledging the faith not fimply of the 
government, but of the nation, for the payment, 
at leaft of the intereft of the debt ; feeme to ren- 
der this refource inexhauftible, unlefs the nation- 
al 
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^l pfofperity fliould by other caufes be fuddenly 
and fatally blafted *. 

The Government of France, after bank- 
ruptcies, reduftions of the coin, and every arti- 
fice of taxation which xMtit Jinanciers could con- 
trive ; found themfelves' at laft unable to raife 
the fums neceflfary for fupplying the magnificent 
Uixury of their Court, for maintaining their in- 
fluence in the general policy of Europe, and for 
defraying the expences of internal adminiftra- 
tion.; otherwife, than by calling the nation, as 
in Britain, to regulate the taxation which they 
were to contribute, and to interpofe their credit 
for the payment of debts. An Affembly of No- 
TABLES were fummoned and confulted in vaia. 
They could not aft the part of Icgiflators, nor 
^ve the full fanftion of the nation, to the mea- 
fures of the Court. They could not impofe new. 
t^xes, upon authority more powerful than that 
of the Miniftry, or of the Courts of Juftice, 
which were the rcgifters .and interpreters of the . 
laws. They were found neither fufficiently fub- 
miifive, nor ufeful. The Court were perfuaded, 
that the States-General of the Nation, could a- 

lone 

* I fpeak not here cither of the advantages, or tlie dlf- 
advantages of the fyftcm of Funding. But I may, upon 
fome future occafiony examine the fubje^ of National 
Debt in all its pcffible relations ; and endeavour to fet 
thef^ iQ a light in which they have not yet been exhibited. 
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iohe relieve their perplexitiet, and extricate then 
out of their embarraflments.* 
• The States-Gbneral were convoked* Ve* 
ry different were the views with which the 
Court and Miniftry invited the teprefentafives 
of the Nation to affemble ; — ^from thofc with 
which the People made their ele&ion«, and the 
candidates fof legiflative authority, folfcited their 
ftiffrages* The Court ho^ed to purchafe, by a 
few facrifices of open direft power, a fecret in- 
fluence which might be much more ufeRil, 
and more efffcftually exercifed : They hoped to 
throw the difficulties of CJoverament, and the 
refponfibility for ite more dangerous and odious 
afits, upon the States-General, without making 
2lny refighation of real authority. The People^ 
again, finding their voice to be at length neccf- 
fary in the Government, afpired to obtain reKef 
from oppreflive taxes,-— fecurity againft any fu- 
ture infringement of peffonal freedom,— the 
gratification of Aeir envy and refentment, in 
the humiliation 6f the I^oblea and Cletgy. The 
Superior Clergy, fearful of finding enemies 
in every other order, certain of being deprived, 
at leaft of fome part of their authority and 
wealth, prepared to feek fupport in an adher- 
ence to the Crown, and in a concurrence in the 
views of the Nobles. The Nobilitv, willing to 
refign fome of the more odious of their privi- 

leges 
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leges, and not uninfeAed with the principled o£ 
political reform, expeffced, however, to hold the 
balance between the Court and the People, and 
to fatisfy t'he demands of the latter, at the ex-* 
pence chiefly of the Clergy and the CrowJi# 
All agreed in acknowledging the necei&ty of a 
reform in the Government : All were willing 
to exptSt that from this sra, a new order of 
things ihould commence : But, each order in ^ 
the ftate, was difpofed to infift, that all the ne- ] 
ceiiary facrifices fhould be made by the reft» 

The perfonal charailers^ tbefpiritSj the princi'* 
ples^ the private inter efts called into adion, upon 
thi^ grand occafion, were alfo likely to have a 
powerful effed on its iflue ;r-ti]|depende&tly of 
the* refpedive views and interefls of the fevcral 
orders. In the French Nation, were a number of 
Philosophers, the diiciples of Voltaire^ of Mon«* 
tefquieu, of lielvetius, of Rouifeau^ Diderot^ 
Quefnai, and D'Alembert ; who, having been led 
by tlieir preceptors, to deted the errours, the 
opprefiions^ the abfurd pretenfions oi.feodifm^ 
and of the papal, hierarchy j^-^fznciedy that their 
exiilence conftituted the difgrace, and the imi- 
fery of human nature, and that its perfedtion 
and hs^^pinefs would be confummalied iii their 
abfolute^and final abolition ; whofe minds had 
been tranfported by the difcovery of truth, and 
the detedion of errour and oppreilion, to a mad 

B enthufiafm. 
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enthufiafm, in which they imagined, that no^ 
thing could be truth, but their own extravagant 
fancies, — and that every thing muft be oppref- 
fion, except the diffdution of all exiftent order ; 
who, in truth, longed only to gain force to the 
fide of what they called* Philofophy, as it had 
been before on the fxde of pricftcraft, of arifto- 
cracy, of raonarcy, — and were perhaps uncon- 
fcioufly prepared, then, to abufe it to capricious 
or felfifh purpofes, as it had been continually a- 
. bufed before. A mon£T£d interest had been 
likewife formed in France, of Bankers^ Ufurersj 
Merchants^ Farmers of the Revenue^ and the 
Creditors of the State ; Thefe men were concern- 
ed to procure the folemn impledgment of the 
National Security, for fuch public debts as had 
already been, or as might be contraded; to 
gain to the mercantile intereft, new confequence 
in the fcale of the flate \ and to make money 
and induftry triumphant as much as poffible, o- 
ver all other advantages* There were the inferi- 
or lawyers and CLERGY, aherdof bufy,felfifh, 
officious men ; for the greater part, without en- 
larged intelligence, abilities, or virtues ; but im- 
patient to be fomething ; believing, that hypoc- 
rify,' unprincipled profligacy, and buftling offi- 
cioufnefs might make them every thing ; afpir- 
ing to be politicians, in the hopes, that the fame 
pretences, artifices, impudence, and chicane, by 

which 
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\irhich they diftinguilhed or enriched themfelves 
in their oi^dinary fpheres of adion^ might alfo 
raife them to eminence in the ftate. The other 
private interefts which were concerned in the 
formation of the States-General, appear to have 
referred direftly to the views of the Crown, of 
the Miniftry, or of fome one or other of the . 
conilituted orders of the fubjeits. Ambition, 
difcontent, public Tpirit,. were general fentiments 
which urged forward the moft adive fpitits in 
all ranks, to take a part in the eventful fcenes 
which were preparing. 

The States-Geners^l affembled. The eyes, the 
hopes, th^ fears, the wifhes, the anxieties of the 
People, were univerfally turned upon their meet- 
ing. Hardly had they appeared before their 
Sovereign, afcertained the validity of one ano- 
ther's commiffions, and made their firft prepa- . 
rations for entering upon the national bufinefs ; 
when the reprefentatives of the Commons began 
to overbear the powers, privileges, and preten- 
lions of the^King, and of the other orders, with 
an impetuous energy, unreftraincd by difcretion 
in themfelves, and altogether irrefiftible by the 
eflForts of their opponents. They compofed in 
their number, one half of the whole reprefenta- 
tion. T4ie reprefentatives of the inferior cler- 
gy, and fome from among the reprefentatives of 
the Noble?, were foon induced to take part with 

them. 



n HISTORY OF THE 

them. They had only to remain obftinately 
ina&ive, till the King and the other ordiers 
ihould yield to their will ; for, without them, 
the reft could not ad: eiFe&ually ; but, inftant 
provifion was necefiary to anfwer the exigencies 
of the State. They had more miwb among them 
than the Court, the Nobles, and the Clergy. 
Strong in the fears, the irrefolution, and the 
imperfed union of the other orders ; and in that 
general popularity which they had gained, by 
the promife of a Golden Age, to be fuddenly 
introduced by their exertions : They might per- 
haps have proceeded to aflume alone, the whole 
public authority, legiflative and executive ; had 
not the King's Counfellors, in good time, feen 
it to be vain to prolong the ftruggle for a dif- 
tin£Hon of Orders and of Houfes in the Legiila- 
ture. 

Not only difappointed in their hopes of re- 
lief from the more embarraffing perplexities of 
government, and from the difficulties created by 
perpetual deficiencies in the revenue ; but, re- 
duced by this obflinacy of the Commons in the 
AfTembly of the States, to a fituation mpre dif- 
treffing than any that they had before experien- ' 
ced ; the Court and the Adminiftraiion faw now 
no refource but in employing the army tp pu- 
nifh the refraftorinefs of the AfTembly, and at 
. the fame time, to teftrain the growing titrbulence 

of 
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of the people. It was already too hite. The^ 
Reprefentatives of the People, by the grand con- 
ceffion they had wrefted from thofe of the No- 
Ues and the Clergy, now poflefled in the eyes 
of the Nation, the full authority of the united 
States-General ; yet, by their fuperior numbers 
reinforced with deferters from the reprefentation 
of the other orders, were enabled to profecute 
the fame meafures in the Aflembly, as if they 
had a£led alone. Aware of danger from the 
troops which were aifembled round them, they, 
without lofs of time, alarmed the populace firft 
of Paris, and then of the whole kingdom^ who 
were eafily roufed to abet their caufe. The 
troops alfo, won by temptations which they 
found means to offer, chofe rather to accept aug- 
mented pay, and remain at peace with their fel- 
. low-fubjefts ; than to draw their fwords againfl 
their own fathers, brothers, and children, with- 
out hope of thofe largefles which the National 
^ Aflembly had in their power to beftbw. By a 
y want •f bread, artificially produced, the people 
were inflamed in Paris tp infurreftion. The 
walls of the Baftille were levelled to the ground. 
The Court were fcattered. The king, with his 
family, - were dragged from Verfailles to Paris, 
The flame was fpread, with the rapidity of light- 
mng, over the whole kingdom. All pre-exif- 
tcnt law and order were every where furioufly 

trampled 
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trampled upon, as oppreflion which could not 
be too fpeedily abolifhed. The National Afiem* 
bly had feemed to cry ^avock! andletjlip the dogs 
of pillage! And the popula<pe impatiently proceed- 
ed to burn, flay, and plunder, at their pleafure. 

The conteft was now over. The King, the 
clergy, and the nobles remained at the mercy 
of the Commons. The philofophers were now 
to abolifh, for ever, the evils of what they term- 
ed Superftition and Tyranny ; they who afpired 
to be Demagogues y' to diftinguifli themfelves by 
fadious haranguing, and popular intrigue; they 
who had refetitnients againft the Nobles, the 
Clergy, or the King, to proclaim and to gratify 
them ; they who raged with a paffion for the . 
name of liberty ^ without knowing what it meant, 
to rage and exuh aloud, and to hug thetnfelves, 
that they had found it ; while for the populace 
who were inclined to idlenefs, riot, robbery, 
theft, or murder, there was provided, in the 
confufion between thq abolition of the old^ and 
the full eftablifhment of ^he new order of things, 
abundance of employment and enjoyment, to 
their liking. 

Early in the ftrugglp with the King and his 
adherents, the National Aflembly declared them- 
felves permanent^ at leaft till they Ihould have 
framed a new Constitutional Code for the 
St^te. They now proceeded in this great un* 

dertaking* 
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dertakiag. Hie poffeffions of the Church, were 
added to thofe of the Crown, to form a fund for 
the difcharge of the national debts. The titles, 
the honours, the diftindion§, and all the privi- 
leges of the Nobility, were aboiifhed. The king 
was divefted of all but a partial executive pow- 
er, which might be eafily palfied in his hands, 
and a vain femblance of a fliare in the legiflative 
authority, which Was foon to afford a pretence 
for his ruin. The Nation was declared to be 
the Sovereign ; the national affembly, legally con- 
ftituted, and ading openly, with the knowledge 
and concurrence of the King, to be, for all le- 
giflative purpofes, in effeft, the Nation. AH 
ancient diftinftions of ftates and provinces, w^re 
deftroyed ; and the territory of France divided 
anew, into eighty-three departments. Tenito- 
ry, population, contribution to the public reve- 
nue, were made the meafqres to regulate the 
rights of eledion into the Legiflative Aflembly. 
Aflemblies, Primary and Eledtoral, were, every 
two years, to form anew, by fucceflive eleftions, 
the national reprefentation. A fcanty revenue 
was left to the National Church ; but, its other 
privileges were all taken away. The Prefs was ^ 
declared to' be free. Juries were appointed to 
decide upon innocence or guilt, in judicial trials. 
The coUeftion of the taxes wa^ committed to 
adrainiftrators. A fpecies of national paper- mo- 
ney 
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xiey was iffued, which conftituted the bearer a 
creditor of the ftatCj whofe bill was to be paid 
from the Tales of the national lands, and from 
this fund alone; That paper-money was intend- 
ed to anfwer immediate exigencies, to difcharge, 
gradually, all the public debts, and to intereft 
an opulent party in the fupport of the new Con- 
ftitution. At length, the Affembly, fatisfied 
with their labours, declared the Conftitution 
perfeft ; and invited the people to chufe new re- 
prefentatives, who might compofe a fecond le- 
giflatiye affembly, after the approaching diffolu- 
tion of the firft. 

Much has been faid againft thefe changes and 
new inftitutions ; and not a little in their de- 
fence. But, it is plain, th;it they left the go- 
vernment of France, a monarchy, only in name. 
The powers conferred on the King, were illufo- 
ry, and might feem as if they had been beftow- 
ed in mockery. Royalty was not altogether ab- 
rogated ; but, was reduced to fuch feeblenefs, 
that it might be crufhed, at any time, without 
an effort. . The conduft of the National Affem- 
bly to their humbled Monarch, was that of a ty- 
ger fporting malicioufly with the half-lifelefs 
prey which he is about to devour. 

If philofophy and patrictifm did indeed guide 
the ftorm, by which the ancient order of things 
in France was overthrown, and dlilaU the new 

inftitutions 
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iaftitutions by which it was replace4 ; they ef ^ 
red Icfs in the fubfeqiient train of their proceed- 
ings, than in their lirft movements, arid funda« 
mental principles. The patriots^ philofophers^ 
and legiflators of France^ feem not to have 
known, that, whether we feek to better ourvown 
condition, or to reform the ftate of the fociety . 
to which we belong ; the only juft- means we can "" 
employ is. Information, communicated, 

WITHOUT THE USE OF FORCEj TO IMPRESS IT, 
AGAINST CONVICTION; WITHOUT ANY UNFAIR 
ADDRESS TO TH^PASSIONS, WHICH MIGHT WIN 
A PREJUDICED AN0 UNDISCERNING ASSENT} 
WITHOUT THE USE Of SUCH ABStRACT TERMS 
AS MIGHT RENDER IT UNINTELLIGIBLE OR AM* 

BiGUOus.^ They forgot that the grand mifchiefs 
which they wilhed to remedy, had their origin in 
the eftablifhed influence of force and falfehood 
over intelligence ; and that they could not, with- 
out extremfe wickednefs, ufe, in the accoraplifh- 
ment of their reforms, an influence which it was the 
objed: of thofe reforms, to banifli from human 
affairs. They confidered not, that ignorance in 
the people whom they pretended to emanc^ate^ 
prejudices, interefl:s, and paflions in the Nobles^ 
the Clergy, the Court, and the Potentates of 
Europe, would infallibly oppofe their new fyf- 
tem 5 and that fuch ignorance, prejudices, inte^ 
refl:s, and paflions, however wrong in themfelves, 
were not to be correfted or oppofed by Philofo* 
C phy 
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phy df Patriotifm, with other arms than unwea- 
ried beneficence, and meek, candid truth. They 
forgot, that they had, or could acquire, no rights 
to facrifice any one part of their Countrymen to 
the paiEons or interefts of the reft. They dif- 
cerned not, that all the improvements of mo- 
dern times had been accompliflied by truth a- 
lone, enlarging and convincing intelligence ; 
and that, by employing force, the fears of one 
order, or the fury of another, they fliould coun- 
tera£b, for as much as in them lay, the operation 
of reafon, fcience, and virtue, and fhould reftore^ 
in fome meafure, the empire of barbarifm, ig- 
norance, and mere material power. They un- 
derftood not, that refpcd to the general good, re*- 
quires, in every country, all the memben of tht 
State to maintain the exiflent order of things, 
till it fliall imperceptibly change, without con- 
vulfion or difcontent, folely. by the general im- 
provement of private aftivity, intelligence, and 
virtue ; while it forbids tbofe who benevolently de^ 
fire reform^ to feek it by any means which might 
iexcite fubjefts to infurredion, or provoke rulers 
to f^iHguinary meafures. They have brought 
upon philofophy, the fame difgrace, with which 
prieftcraft and political artifice were before dif- 
hohoured. 

Meanwhile, the other fovereigns and nations 
of Europe looked not on, unconcerned. Thbfe 

whi» 
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who were already in a (late of freedom, more 
unreftrain^d than that enjoyed under the old 
gpvernment of France, rejoiced to fee the fub- 
jeGs of the greateft abfolute monarchy in Europe, 
at length emancipated from feudal opprefTion* 
The fubjefts of Governments, not Jefs abfolute 
and oppreflive thaix that of France had been, 
were roufed by the example of the French, to 
hope, difcontent, and threats of refiitance. Some 
began to fear, that the French Nation might ac- 
quire, in confequence of the revolution, a new 
energy of charader, and a turbulence of fpirit, 
dangerous to the general liberties of Europe. 
The fubjeds of. moft of the neighbouring king- 
doms caught, by fympathy, a portion of that 
enthufiafm by which the French were tranfport- 
ed. Kings, nobles, and prelates beheld, with 
pity and indignation, the fall of the hierarchy j 
and nobility of France, and the humiliation of 
its monarch ; and feemed to dread, that they 
might themfelves be overtaken by the fame fate. 
Upon the firft triumph of the popular party 
in the States-General, a number of the courti- 
ers, nobles, and princes of the blood royal, ha4 
haftily retired out of the kingdom* The rava- 
ges and murthers to which the people were let 
loofe, or prompted by their demagogues, foon 
fpread univerfal terrour among all the nobility 
gad fuperipr clergy who remained behind. They 

were 



M HISTORYOFTHi 

were forced to emigrate, one after another, in the 
utmoft hafte and confufion. Their complaints 
and execrations againft their countrymen, re* 
founded through all Europe. * Their country 
^ was tuined ; their King divefted of his autho- 

* rity, his dignity infulted, his perfonal liberty 
^ under reftraint, nothing but a mock-majefty 
^ left to him ; their Church was facrilcgioufly 

* plundered ; the very name of Nobility was 

* profcribed ; the venerable fyftem of their laws 

* was dcftroyed ; one of the eyes of Europe was 

* fuddenly extinguiflied ; not Frenchmen, but 
^ anarchifts had done this ; their purpofe was 
^ not fo much liberty, as robbery ; fhould the 
^ other Courts not xinterfere fpeedily to reftore 

* the ancient order of things in France, the con- 
^ tagion of popular infolence would afTuredly 

* fpread into all quarters, and thofe Courts would 
^ themfelves fall the next facrifices to its fury ; 

* compaffion, honour, prudence, called, all alike 

* upon them, to refcue the king of France from 
^ the treafonable hands of his own fubjeds ; and 

* to quench, in its fir ft out-breaking, a flame 
^ which was going forth to devour Europe !* 

Moved by thefe and other confiderations, a 
number of the Powers of Europe, confederated 
againft the new Conftitution and Government 
pf France. Whatever the declarations of the 
French King in his prefent ;:ircumftances, it 
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V^as not to be fuppofed, that he could be averfe 
to the reftitution of thofe powers and honours 
which had been violently raviflied from the re- 
gtil dignity. His brothers, and almofl all who 
had been formerly believed to direft or influence 
his Councils, were thofe who noAjr invoked an 
invafion for his deliverance. A correfpondence 
was carried on between the emigrant princes 
with their followers,— and adherents to the in* 
terefts of the old government who ftill remain- 
ed about the Ring's perfon, or at leaft within 
the kingdom. They all flattered themfelves, 
and drove to perfuade thofe Powers whofe aid 
they foKcited ; that France was univerfeUy dif- 
gufted with its new Confliitution ; and that al- 
mofl: the whole nation would, with open arnis, 
receive invaders who Ihould enter their territo- 
ries, to reftore the ancient order of things. 
Supplies of money were fl:ill obtained from 
France. The number of the emigrant party 
was continually increafed by the acceflion of 
• flew emigrants who brought money, informa- 
tion, abilities, courage, or at leaft hopes, to aid 
the enterprise in which they were engaging. 
The afFeOiions of confanguinity concurred with 
reafons of State, to induce firft the brother, and 
then the nephew of the Queen of France, to put 
themfelves at the head of the Confederacy, and 
to bring the whole force pf the Houfe of Auflfria 
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to the profecutlon of its purpofes. • The PruflU 
ans, ftill retaining thofe military habits which 
they had acquired under the great Frederic ;' 
ambitious to maintain, or even to exalt their* 
new rank among the Great Powers ot Europe ; 
and proud c^ the fuccefs with which they had 
lately . fettled the civil contentions in Holland ; 
Vere forward, upon fuch motives as thefe, to 
take a leading part in the propofed invafion. 
Auilria and PruiTia openly declared war againft 
France under its new Conflitudon ; the Emi- 
grants were taken into avowed co-operation 
with them ; the Duke of Brunfwick, the con- 
queror in fome fort of Holland, was put at 
the head of their combined forces i the more 
fecret <:oncurrence of other Powers was accep- 
ted^ as fufficient for the prefent ; and a mighty 
army prepared to march out of Germany into 
France. 

At the profpeft of the gathering ftorm, all in 
France was fufpicion, anxiety^ and alarm. But^ 
the authors of the new Conftitution, had tlte • 
pailions of the people, and the properjy of the 
Emigrants in their hands. They aflumed a 
lofty and boailful language ; impofed new re- 
ftraints upon the King and his family ; thwart- 
ed his defires with increafmg infolence ; adop- 
ted meafures of more embittered feverity againft 
ift^ Emigrants ; and by a thoufand arts, inflam- 
ed 
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ed the rage of the People to frenzy more extra- 
vagant and dcfperate than ever. 

At length, however, in fpite of all their vigi- 
lance, the Royal Family efcaped from Paris. 
For three days, they continued their flight un- 
difcovered, towards the northern frontier of the 
kingdom. A few hours more of continued 
flight, would have carried them Cafe to where 
they were expefted by faithful fervants, who 
could have protefted them from their purfuers, 
and foon conveyed them beyond their reach. 
Conduded back into his kingdom by the armies 
of Auftria and Pruffia, the King might have ex- 
peded from the mingled terrour and affedion 
of his fiibjeds, to be eafily re-eftabliihed in tri- 
umph, on the throne of his Fathers. The New 
Conftitution might have vaniflied as a dream. 
Condign punifhment would have overtaken its 
authors. The French Nation, would have been 
left at the mercy of the Court, and the foreign 
troops. 

But, Louis the Sixteenth had never been ex- 
pofed before, to the fatigue of a fecret flight for 
three days. So nearly at the firfl term of his 
journey, he feemed to himfelf to be already out 
of danger. At Varennes, he would fnatch a 
few moments for reft and refrefhment. The 
indulgence proved fatal to his enterprize. He 
was purfued by a man who had recognized his 

perfon j 
3 
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perfon ; feized ; dete&ed in all the ignominioiis 
circumftances of concealment and flight ; load- 
ed with a thoufand indignities ; and amidft the 
infoient triumph of the populace, dragged back 
to Paris. 

Thefe events, without altering the views, ex- 
afperated the mutual hoflility of all parties. Still 
did the Emigrants flatter therafelves, that they 
might conduft the German Armies, without op- 
pofition, to the gates of the capital. The in- 
vaders advanced. The northern frontier of 
France was broken through. Forces fufficient- 
ly numerous, or generals in whofe abilities, or 
fidelity to the Conftitution, the Patriots might 
confide, could not be eafily mufl:ercd. La 
Fayette, the military hero of the Revolution, 
having a he^rt not abfolutely difhoncft, but not 
aftrong underftanding, hefitated between his 
duty to hi3 Sovereign, and his wiflies to conti- 
nue in co-operation with the reforming party, of 
which he had lately fancied himfelf one of the 
mbft popular leaders. Attempting, between the 
fear of the invaders, who flill advanced, and of 
the Patriots, to proteQ: his king ; he was forfa- 
ken by his army, and by the Germans, to whom 
he fled, thrown into a dungeon. Dumour^er was 
raifed in his ftead, to the command of the Con- 
ftitutional Armies. As the Germans continued 
to approach nearer, and ftill nearer, to Paris, 

the 
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the Trench fecmed to gather new ftrength firaln 
defpair. The invaders were not received as de- 
liverers ; which the emigrants had promifed 
them. If the country were not laid wafte be- 
fore them, by its inhabitants ; it was, however, 
not without extreme difficulty, that they could ' 
obtain proviri6ns. Defence was to, the invaded, 
\'ifltbry ; to the invaders, delay was defeat. 
Hunger and ficknefis were more fatal to Brunf- 
wick's forces, than the defiles, the redoubts^ the 
guns, the bayonets of the enemy. Their w^ry 
Commander had the wifdom to give up his^ en*^ 
terprize, an4 to retreat, before feeing his army 
wholly cut aff by diftrcfs, and the fierce oppofi- 
tion of the invaded people. Kqual fears fug** ■, 
gefted the fame artifices to the French and to 
the German Generals. The Duke of Brunf* 
wick perfuaded Dumourier, that, for the Prut 
fians at leaft, their retreat fliould be followed by 
the fpeedy opening of negociations for a peacq 
with the Government of France* , The French 
Ckmimanders pretended to fpare their retiring 
enemies, from generofity, not, as it was, in truth, 
through fear and weaknefs. 

While thefe tranfadions pafled, a mighty 
change took place in the difpofitions and views of 
the Ffench Patriots. Rage againft the King and \ 
C^een, the emigrant nobility, and the Combin- 
ed Powers J e:sultation over the mifcarriage of 
D the 
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the firft enterprizes againft their New Conftltu-* 
tion ; a perfuafion, that the King and Nobles 
could never be cordially reconciled to their re- 
forms ; and a defire to enjoy the fpoils of their 
exiled fellow-fubjefts ; urged them impetuoufly 
6n, to confummate their own ruin, and that of 
their country. The diffolution of the firft Na- 
tional Affembly had removed the authors of the 
Conftitution from the foreground on the ftage of 
public bufinefs. Their fucceffors in the second 
NATIONAL AssEj^BLY, difcovcred inferior abi- 
Kties, information, and aftivity. Revolutionary 
or Patriotic Ghibs, under various denominations, 
had, in the mean time, been inftituted, to the 
liumber of many thpufands, through all France. 
The great cities ; but efpecially Paris, the feat of 
the Legiflature and Government ; the centre of 
information, wealth, and influence ; had begun 
to ufurp a power in the dircftion of public af- 
fairs, v/hich it was far from being the intention 
of the Conftitution to intruft them with. The 
virtual government infenfibly fell out of the hands 
of the King, the Miniftry, the Affembly, and 
the other Conflituted Authorities. It was now 
cxercifed by mobs at the impulfe of the News- 
writers and the fpeakers in the Clubs, by the 
Revolutionary Committees of the Clubs, by the 
Magiftrates and militia of Paris and the other 
great towns. The Conftituted Authorities had 

flill 
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ftill a feeramg exiftence ; but their energy was 
entirely deftroycd. The fublime, although vi- 
-fionary philofopher, the wcIUmeaning, but mif- 
guided patriot, were now hurled, or juftkd from 
the public fcene. Force and paffion had fuc- 
ceeded to that confpicuous adivity and/dircc* 
tion which had been lately committed to feenu 
ing Reafon, Truth, and Virtue. 

In this ftate of the public /otxv and reafon^ and 
of the interejis and paffions of the nation in ge- 
neral ; the mob of Paris, were fuddenly promp- 
ted to infult the King, for having dared to exer- 
xafc a ppwCT which the Conftituiion had confid- 
ed to him. His unrefifting gentlenefs ferved to 
inflanle, inftead^ of mitigatiag their intemperate 
ferocity. He iiad beea authorized by the Gon- 
ftitation, to * fufpend for a time, although not 
finally to iuvaHdate any a{ts of the National AL 
fembly. But, in the eyes of the populace and their 
leaders, it was treafon for him who had lately 
been the fole legiflator of the nation, to exercife 
this power. The fmalleft opppfition of weakncfs^ 
. infuriates ftrerfgth to cruelty. After refiftance 
has once been made, fubmiffion comes too late. 
The mad pretenders to patriotifm, and the fmat- 
terers in philofophy, who now prompted the out- 
rages of the Parifian mob, had fancied that a re- 
public was the perfedion of human government; 
^nd that'to perfeft the civil happinefs pf their 

country. 
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country, thq^ muft abolifh its prefent Conilltu^ 
tion, in fo far as it was monarchical, and im- 
prove it to the turbulent liberty of democratkal 
rcpublicanifm. Not pleafed with the imperfect 
fuccefs of their firft endeavours to embroil the 
King with the mob ; they urged the populace to 
a fecopd infurre^pn. The King, although ftill 
protected by an armed force, dared not to employ it 
againft them. He fought refuge, with his fami- 
ly, amidfl: the National AiTembly. His guards^ 
when infalence. or a£i:ual aflault would permit 
them to forbear no longer, refifted the mob with 
thek arm^ but* were betrayed, overpowered, 
and cut in pieces* The crimes of the denia* 
gogues were attributed to their monarch. Be* 
eaufe hb life: had been . threatened by a mob ; 
becaufe he had fought .'refuge in the bofom of 
the National AiTembly ; becaufe, his .guards had 
been flaughter^d : He was depofed from' his 
Royal djgnity, committed to the confinement 
of a prifoner, threatened with trial and with 
death. 

I will not ftruggle to reprefs the indignation, 
which, here, with uncontroulable impetuofity, 
fwells my heirt. What language can afford terms 
of reprobation adequate to the guilt and foUj of 
thofe men, who would reform pppreflion by infur- 
reftion ? Who employ murther, calumny, and 
rjipine for the improvement of focieiy ? Who, 

with 
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*¥v^ith execrations of tyranny ever on thetr 
tongues, commit cruelties at which a Nero 
would have fhuddered ? Who perpetrate ma£- 
facres, that their Sjng may be beheaded for 
them ? Who, to enHghten mankind, fubfUtute 
the axe and the gibbet, inflead of tTriith and 
Reafon ? Who, invoking Pfailofophy, Tmcther 
and mangle,, while they pretend to adoce her ? 
Who, becaufe the veffel lies not in the beft fitu- 
ation in the harbour, turn her adrift to the 
ftorm, before which (he muft inevitably perifh i 
Who fow tares, and fancy that they fhall reap 
wheat ? But the iirft movers were the criminals. 
Voltaire,, Diderot, D'Alembert, Helvetius, Mi- 
rabeau, Syeyes^ Neckar, Ggndorcet, Bailiy, La 
Fayette, were the demons who conjured up the 
whirlwind. Pethxon, Bridbt, Roberfpierre, aH 
the reft, were but puny fiends impelled in it8 
vortex. 

• All France were fenfible, that the New Con- 
{litution had never yet taken effeft. They felt 
their condition to be anarchical. The National 
Affembiy perceived, that, in the midft of Paris, 
they had nothing of national authority. The 
ftate of the war ; the virtual depofition of the 
King ; and the grafping ufurpation of the dema- 
gogues of the mob of Paris, and of its magif- 
trates and militia ; fuggefted the neceiEty of a 
difiblution of the AfTemUy, and of the convoca- 

tipa 
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tion of a body of reprefentatives, in whom the 
confidence and authority of the Nation* might 
be more entirely vefted. 

A National Convention was nowcongrc^ 
gated. France was declared a Republic. The 
Conftitution ceafed to have even a nominal ex- 
iftence ; and a frovijionary government was ap- 
pointed, for the prefent exigencies. The minif- 
ters who had lately afted, at leaft oftenfibly, un- 
der the authority of the King, were now made 
accountable, immediately, to the national con- 
vention. But, the grand objeft of the Parifian 
rabble, and then- demagogues, to whofe influ- 
-ence the Convention ialfo was fubjefl:, was, to 
gratify republican pride by the trial and execu- 
tion of their King. Some remains of humani- 
ty in their temper, and a regard to legiflative 
and judiciary decorum, might make the philo- 
fophical republicans willing to fpare the life of 
Louis, although they wiihed to acknowledge 
him no longer for their monarch. But their 
refinements,' in fentiment and principles, were 
ill fuited to the grofs apprehenfion, and rug- 
ged paflions of the vulgar whom they had 
roufed into adion. Of all their philofophy, 
nothing but what was wild and ferocious, was 
fit to mingle with the fury of the Revolutionary 
XHommittees and the Populace. A different 
^-ace, men of ftrong lungs, violent pafiions, and 

ill-jnformed. 
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iU-informed, yet vigorous underftandings ; ple- 
beians in ail their fentiments, their knowledge, 
and their habits of life ; had, by the gradual 
conceilion of the philofophers themfelves, rifen 
tora6k the foremoft parts on the political ftage. 
The Philofophers were but flutes ; thefe men 
were trumpets. A Roland, a Briflbt, and a 
Pethion, found it to be now too late to fave 
from the block, the Prince whom they them- 
^ felyes hacj firft vilified in the eyes of the people, 
and then depofed. The mob, the clubs, the 
news-writers, and the city of Paris, would not, 
at once, furrender, even to the Convention, that 
authority which they had been permitted to 
feize. In fpite of the leaders of the party who 
had hurled Louis the Sixteenth from the throne, 
he was brought to die by the hands of the exe- 
cutioner. His behaviour at the mock-trial to 
which he was fubjefted, and on the fcaffold, ad- 
ded the praife of fortitude and intelligence to 
the gentlenefs and benevolent intentions by 
which he had ever been diftinguiflied. 

His trial was a mock one j the fentence that con- 
demned him to death, was unjuft ; becaufe^ both 
the ancient Government and the New Conilitu- 
tion, under which alone he had afted, held his 
perfon to be inviolable, — and his aftions to be 
fubjefk to no dire£l refponfibility or controul ; 
becaufi^ imperfeft evidence was accepted againft 

him. 
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him, and by his profecutors and judges, there 
was much kept back, of' the fair evidence 
which might have been produced on his be- 
half; becaufe many of his judges had fliewn 
themfelves to have determined upon his death, 
at the very opening of his triaL His qucei^, 
and his faithful a^d virtuous fifter were foon to 
undergo the fame fate. 

The French armies, during this time, purfu- 
ed the invaders into their own territories. On 
the North, and on the South, they over-ran the 
dominions of the Princes who were hoftile to 
them ; befieged, or took pofTeffion of their ftrong 
towns ; routed their armies ; and feduced their 
fubjefts frorh their allegiance. On the confines 
of Germany, Cuftine purfued the Pruffians be- 
yond the Rhine. Savoy was already number- 
ed among the departments of Franct- Dumou- 
rier, breaking the remains of the Auftrian Ar- 
my, at the battle of Jemappe, forced his way to 
the capital 6f Flanders. The inhabitants of the 
Netherlands, already difcontent under the Au- 
ftrian fway, and inclined to defeftion, were ea- 
fily perfuaded to receive the French, with open 
arms. The defeated Auftrians could no longer 
defend or overawe them. The French prefent- 
ed themfelves as generous deliverers, who court- 
ed no advantages to themfelves, but fought on- 
ly to refcue their neighbours from bondage. 

Unable 
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TJosMe t& make reiiftance ; feduced by hollow 
promMes, or iafincere pretences ; and carried a* 
way by the feme enthttfiafoi by which the French 
vrerc irranfported ( the Belgian^ woukl have a* 
dopvedy with one accord, the name of Frencbmeriy 
and- woiild have embraced, without rehL&ance, 
therepubticaniim of France; had it not been 
for the atheifm and democracy which were in- 
^Ived in itv Dumourier purfued his trium- 
phant career to the farther extremities of Flan- 
ders. If he had not been thwarted and chagrin- 
ed in fionfequence of an oppofition between his 
perfeiial ambition, and the intrigues of the Mem- 
bers 6f t)ie French miniftry, the Contention, 
and tl^ other Generals of the Republican ar« 
mies I it is probable tha,t he might have urged on 
his conquefts, before clofing the campaign, to 
the aortherti ikleof the Rhine ; and might have 
iecured Flandets, tnaccefl&ly, againft any future 
kruption of the Auftrians* 

The Combined Powers, thus worftedin every 
quarter, ceafed fii^om aH but defenfive operations ^ 
liH the return of fpring ihould enable them to o^ 
pen anethiet campaign, with better hopes. Mucjli 
of (^eir late ill fortune was attributed to miftaken 
rteaAit^s, into which they had been milled by the 
fond h(^es and impaflioned refentment of the 
Emfgraiits ; and thefe men were,, therefore, to 
be exdaded from any leading concern in their fu- 

E ture 
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ture operations. To recruit theexhauftedftrengtb 
and fpirits of the poor remains of their former 
armies ; to levy new troops ; to provide money, 
provifions, ammunition, and artillery ; to ex- 
tend, and knit clofer, their Alliances ; to con- 
cert a fliilful fyftem of future operations ; and 
to combine together, fuch an immenfe and well 
organifed force, as it might be impofijble for the 
French to oppofe cft'eftually through a fecond 
campaign ; were the objeds to which the Au- 
ftrian and Pruffian Rulers now turned their 
rhoft anxious and aftive cares. 

Of all the New Alliances which they had to 
court, that of Britain was, by far, the moft 
important. From the firft, their deligns againft 
the French Conftitution had been favoured by 
the Britiih Government : but the Nation had 
not yet decided. Enlightened above all other 
nations ; they never enter blindly into the views 
of their rulers. They had long beheld, with 
mingled pity and contempt, the impeifedions 
in the governments of the other States of Eu- 
rope : and now rejoiced to fee the inhabitants of 
one extenfive kingdom, emancipated out of what 
they regarded as fervitude, and exalted to i. con- 
dition of freedom, nearly fimilar to their own. 
Nothing but a full convidion, that the French Re- 
volution^ in its progrefs, might threaten to overturn 
the EJiabliJhed Balance of Power in Europe^ would 

have 
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have induced them to take an offenfive part a» 
gainfl: it, while a king was retained, although but 
nominally, in its fcheme of Government. Nay, 
the French Nation might have repulfed their firft 
invaders, and might have afliimed the name and 
forms of a Republic, without provoking the 
hoftility of Britain ; if they had difcovered 
moderation and temperance of fpirit in their 
fucceffes ; or had afforded any fair profped to 
their neighbours, that they might foon be dif- 
pofed to forego the turbulence of inceffant revo- 
lution, for the benefits of permanent order; 
But, when it appeared, that this Revolution, 
without ameliorating the condition of any order, 
w^as going on to effefl: the ruin of all France, 
from the murthered king, and the exiled Prin- 
ces, to the meaneft of the peafantry ; that, the 
fame conflagration was about to be mifchievout 
ly kindled by the fame Agents, throughout all 
other countries ; and that, iP fuffered to gather 
ftrength, and diffufe itfelf, it was likely to be 
extinguiflied, only in the general deftruftion of 
civilized life ; after arrefting the career of hur 
man improvement, and again plunging Europe 
into its ancient barbarifm : The Britifli Nation 
then concurred, with unufual unanimity, not 
merely to fecond the compaflionate wifties of 
their Sovereign, and the meafures of policy into 
which his miniftry defired to lead them ; but e- 

ven 
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ven to urge on their government to a0 inftant 
declaration of war againft the Frendi Refor- 
mers, and an open co-operation with the Qomkr 
bined Powers who were already confederated ar 
gainfl: them. None were difiTentient from the 
general voice ; except fome bad men who bung 
loofe on fotiety, and who had hoped to find 
their account: in the xnifchief, if the Nation 
fliould have flumbered, feofare, till the miferics 
of France had overtaken Britain j a few m^en 
of worth) whofe perfonal interefts ftoodin op^ 
pofition to tho£e of the miaiftry ; a &w by 
whom the abilities and integrity of the minifters 
were regarded with diftruft^ ettbsr reaibnable or 
vain ; and a fcanty herd of others who wante4 
intelligence to di£cern for themfelves, but echo- 
ed the cry of the difcontented, wi|I^ut knowr 
ing well what it meant. 

By this time, the French Reformiers were, 
aware that the fpirit and principles which they 
had difplayed in interior government, ai|d in 
pppofing eact^rnal enemies* could not fail to 
draw upon themi againft another campaign, di« 

. y genera} hoftiiity of Europe. Their fiift mraf. 
nres, upon this^ were dire&ed to frighten^ tp 
divide, to anticipate. Their frantic bravadoics 
were heard with cc^atempt. Little effe|& wass 
produced by their endeavours to raife the poor 

y" of other nations in arms againft the rich. But 

' they 
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ibey Hooa proceeded to brave the power and re« 
lb:itmrat of the Britifb nation^ by an atta<;k up- 
on fights which wer$ fecured to the Dutch Un* 
der ihs ^Mfaatee of a Defenfive Alliance with 
Brilaa. Their next effort was» to make them* 
feliret ituifters» by a fudden enterprize» of the 
wealth and naval force of Holland ; ere its AU 
lies ihould hate detjermined to haften to its aid« 
- This enterprise) the prpjeft of Dumourier, 
was neither ill-concerted, nor unikilfuily con- 
<l]Q£ked. In fpite of any defence that could be 
made by the Dutch, aided by BritiAi valour ; it 
might have been crowned with compleat fuc- 
icefs 5 had not the French line of defence on the 
Ikle of Germany, been too much weakened by 
the want of the forces which Dumourier with* 
drew from it, for die invaiion of Holland* The 
Auftrians who had by this time, again aflfem-. 
bled a mighty force, faw and feisied the occa- 
fipn. The French forces were overpowered 
and routed near Liege, with terrible ilaughter% 
The Belgians alr^dy weary of the Gallic yoke, 
received their ancient matters with joy and gra- 
tafa^on. Dumourier was compelled to nelin- 
ipAfk hia entetprize againft Holland. He m- 
tmmed to meet defeat in Flanders* Nerwinde 
was fatal to the French, as Jemappe had been 
to the Auftrians. Defpairing, after this, of the 
l^ltune of the Republic ; fare of meeting an 

ignominious 
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ignominious death, , as the punifliment of the 
mifcondud which would infallibly be imputed 
to him by the Leaders in the Convention, if he 
fhould now put himfelf within their power ; 
and willing even amidft mifcarriage and defeat, 
to ad an ambitious part, which, it fhould feem 
that, fo far as his perfonal aggrandizement was 
concerned, he h;id before defigned : Dumourier 
fuddenly lieclared againft the Revolutionary go- 
vernment of France ; joined the counfels of the 
Aiiftrians ; and endeavoured to perfuade his ar- 
my to march to Paris,' in concert with the Ger- 
jnans, in order to overthrow the power of the 
Convention, and to reftore the New Conftitu- 
tion, in which the nominal authority of, a King 
had been retained. 

But, Dumourier was not more fuccefsful with 
his army, than La Fayette, whom he had fup- 
planted. The emiffaries of the Convention 
prevailed. Inftead of armies, ftrong towns, 
and a continued career of vidorics, till the 
Bourbons fhould be re-eftablifhed on the throne 
of France ; Dumourier could bring from a- 
mong thofe many thoufands which he had once 
led on to vidory, none but a fmall band of de- 
ferters ; while he himfelf, and his moft obnoxi- 
ous adherents, with difficulty, efcaped alive to 
, the Auftrian camp. A traitor is detefted, ^ven 

when 
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when his treafon is crowned with full fuccefs. 
Dumourier, unfortunate in his treachery, was, 
from that inftant, abandoned by all, and could 
fcaxcely obtain any where, an obfcure place of 
refuge, in which he might hide his difappoint- 
ment and difgrace. 

Britain, Spain, and Holland had now joined the 
Combined Powers. The inhabitants of the Nether- 
lands had again fubmitted to the Auftrian fway. 
The frontier towns protecting France on the fide 
of Flanders, could not refift the joint force of the 
Britifli and German arms. Within France, par- 
tics of Royalift$, impatient to reftore the ancient 
forms of the monarchy ; of Conftitutionalifts, 
champions of that reformed monarchical Confti- 
tution which the republicans had lately aboliihed; 
of Federalifts, who defired to fee France broken 
down into a number of diflinft ftates which fliould 
be independent of one another, but confederated 
for the purpofes of general policy, oflFence, and 
defence ; weakened the hands of the Conven- 
tional Government ; and by the general diflen- 
fion and confufion which they excited, appeared 
to threaten the fpeedy ruin of the regicides and 
of republicanifm. Toulon, its harbour, and 
(hipping were furrendered to the Britifli. All 
the great towns upon the coaft feemed as, if 
fliortly to imitate its example, or at leaft, to fol- 
low its fate. The French Navy were very ge-. 

nerallv 
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Beratly dihSeOied to the RevoKiticmary Govern^ 
Bienty and warmly devoted to the ancient imv 
aarchy. Within, France was wafted by the mu- 
tm\ oppofkion of its Royalift and Retolutionary 
armies. Without, it was fucce6RiUy affailed by* 
the Allies. The Britifh Navy rode triumi^ant 
on the Teas ; deftroying its (hips of war; captuf* 
ing its merchant-men ; leaving it, fcareety the 
reibttrce of the traffic of neutral nations, to fur- 
niih provifions, and the necefl^ries for war. The 
faleof the eftates of the Church and of the emi- 
grants could no longer fupply the public expen* 
ces. It became neceffiiry to rifle the Chdrehes 
of their plate and ordaments, and to accufe, eon* 
demn, ^ind aflfaffinate the rich, that fheir weakh 
might be forfeited to the ftate^ Every thing 
feemed to confpire for the immediate overthrow 
of French Republicanifm^ for the triumph of 
the Allies, for the reftoration of the Bourbons, 
for the difmemberment of France. 

Who (hall meafure the ftrength, or count the 
refources of defpair? Of twenty-five milKons, 
compofing die whole population of France, £ar 
the greater number (hared the guilt of the Re* 
volutionary Committees, and the fpoils of their 
murthered or exiled fellow-countrymen. Thefe 
faw no alternative between the defperate fupport 
of republicanifm, and the relentlefs revenge de- 
nounced againft them by the Allies and the Emi^ 
I grants. 
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grants. It was not yet neceffary, that the weight 
of the war (hould fall chiefly upon them. The 
fufpefted, whom timidity held neutral ; the rich, 
whofe infccurity could not but render them un- 
friendly to the reigning anarchy j they who 
feemed to be connefted by any ties, however 
flight, with the exiled nobles, the fallen church, 
or the family of the murthered King; were ftrip- 
ped of their property, buried in dungeons, fac- 
rificed on the fca£Fpld, or driven into the gap of 
flaughter on the field of battle. As yet, the true 
Revolutionijis had only to watch thofe vidims of 
their jealoufy or injuftice j to feize from time 
to. time, their perfons and property; to imprifon 
or execute fuch as were deftined to confine- 
ment or jmblic execution ; to drag to the armies 
thole who were to , be oppofed to foreign ene- 
mies ; and there to reftrain them under fubordi- 
nation, till they could be urged upon the cannon's 
mouths of the invaders. As yet, therefore, their 
paffions and interefls were gratified ; while the 
force of their exertions was invigorated to all 
the gigantic energy of defpair ; by the events of 
the war, — flill more when thefewere unfortunate, 
than when they were fuccefsful. 

The Allies, meanwhile, were flufhed by fuc* 

ccfs to imprudence. They held out threats of 

vengeance againft all who ihould not inflantly 

declare for the reftoration of the ancient mo- 

• F narchy 
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narchy in all its defpotifm. They talked df dif- 
membering the French Empire ; that its power 
might henceforth be lefs formidable in the po- 
litical fyftem of Europe. They afted not with 
that union of hearts, that concentration of force, 
that confiftency of pliins, which alone could have 
enfurcd to them, the fulleft fuccefs in the cam- 
paign. Their generals were often rafli or ill-in- 
formed. The minds of their minifters were too 
narrow, too indolent, too feeble, to embrace and 
to purfuc, at once with the fteadinefs of wifdom 
and the energy of pafficn, any grand fyftem of 
military policy and vigilance. 

In thefe circumftances, the invafion was again 
defeated. Thoufands upon thoufands, rufhed 
to oppofc the forces of the Allies, in all quar- 
ters. On the field of battle, the ranks of the 
Trench fecmcd ftill to multiply, to thicken, to 
gather new impetuofity, as they were hewed 
down by the invaders. The Britilh forces were 
repulfed from before Dunkirk. Toulon, after 
the deflruftion of its fhipping, was evacuated by 
the Britifh, retaken by the French Republicans, 
and reduced to ruins. At Maubeuge, the Ger- 
mans were overpowered with terrible flaughter, 
and again driven back. Want of adivity in 
the equipment, of due concert in defigns, or of 
fufficient frequency and fidelity in mutual com- 
munications, prevented a JBritifh force lent out 

under 



FRENCH REVOLUTION. (43)- 

under Lord Moira, from landing on the French 

coaft, to aid the Infurgent Royalifts, till it was 

too late to hope for a fuccefsful profecution of 

the enterprife. The Infurgents overpowered by 

numbers, as well as the Allies, could no longer 

be ftrengthened by any fmall fuccour, fo as to 

make head fuccefsfuUy againft the Revolutio- 

nifts. And yet, the fate of Lyons, and the other 

feats of Anti-Re voiutionifni, while it ftruck ter- 

rour into the hearts of thofe who had not yet 

rifen againft the Republic, new-ftrung the fouls 

of thole who ftill remained in arms againft it, 

with rage more defperate, more furious, more 

unconquerable, than that of the Republicans 

themfcives. At laft, Democracy friw itfeU ojice 

more triumphant in all quarters ; and, with the 

Britifli Nation among the number of their ener 

mies ; the Republicans of France were again 

the purfuers, the invaders, the conquerors. 

While thefe things paffed, a fucceflion of the 
moft frightful fcenes of anarchy, intrigue, con- 
tention, and maflacre, were exhibited at Paris ; 
the grand theatre of the Conventional Govern- 
ment. In a ftate without laws, every fmatterer 
in civil policy, was eager to propofe his own 
fchemes of legiflation. Among a people want- 
ing fupreme rulers, every daring affaflin, every 
fubtle intriguer, every clamorous haranguer, af- 
pired to Ihare, or to ufurp, alone, the fovereign 

power., 
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power. The ftruggle of the Republican Lead- 
ers, was, not only to exterminate the internal, 
and to repulfe the foreign enemies of the Re- 
public ; but to gratify, each his own avarice, 
ambition, or dsemon-luft of praife, to the ruin 
of his co-adjutors. Did the populace exult o- 
ver the news of recent viftory ? their ferocity 
was exafpprated, with the ebullition of their joy ; 
and they hurried impetuoufly to malTacre. Were 
they alarmed by the news of defeat ? They re- 
lieved their feelings, by the favage facrifice of 
ihcfe whom the caprice of the moment, made 
obnoxious to them. Their demagogues faw 
well the neceility of holding them in one conti- 
nual intoxication of rage. Still as one party in 
the Convention and the Clubs, triumphed over 
another ; the viftorious party was again divided 
into new faftions ; aind the round of impeach- 
ments, trials, imprifonments, executions, was 
renewed. Royalifts, Coiiftitutionalifts, Federa- 
lifts, were mingled together in the dungeons, 
and on the fcafiblds. A word of denunciation 
from the Commitrees, a nod from a popular 
demagogue, brought the moft fmcere republi- 
cans to the fame end, upon the fame preten- 
ces. 

Of thofe who, in this feries of horrours, end- 
ed their lives on the fcaffold, fey/ died more un- 
Jiimrated than Philip of Orleans, the lineal 

reprefentativc 
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reprefentative of the brother of Louis the Four- 
teenth. Ambitious, although deftitute of all 
thofe generous energies of mind, which are rc- 
quifite to command fuccefs to fair ambition ; 
hoftile to his fovereign, upon petty caufes of 
perfonal enmity; mindful that the princes of 
the blood-royal, had often been in France, 
the leaders of a faftion formidable to the Roy- 
al Power ; poffeffed of immenfe wealth j ftim* 
ulated, as it fhould feem, by fome fiend ftill 
whifpering to his foul, yj? near to the throne^ 
muji thou never mount it? Angularly fitted by 
his opulence, his weak ignorance, and une- 
qualled profligacy of heart, to be a mere tool 
of mifchief: The Duke of Orleans had been 
fattened upon, in the very commencement of 
the Revolution, as an indrument happily a- 
dapted to ferve the purpofes of the Reformers, 
in convulfing and overturning the monarchy. 
In its ^rpgrefs, one party after another, as 
they rofe fucceilively into credit j the Confti- 
tutionalifts, the Briffotines, Roberfpierre, and 
his adherents ; ftill availed themfelves of the 
wealth and wickednefs of Orleans ; till they 
had deftroyed their King. Orleans was no 
farther neceffary to the machinations of the 
reignihg party ; his fortune was exhaufted ; 
he might expefl:, that they fhould now perform 
their promifes, andr rewjird his fervices, with the 

Crown } 
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Crown ; his royal blood made his wickednefs 
fo odious, that it could be no longer of ufe to 
them. They delivered him up to the execution- 
ers. He died with the fullen fortitude of a 
conviS, who has refolved not to hang his head, 
and whine under the gallows. 

The faction of BpvTssot and the deputies from 
GiRONDE, foon followed the fate of their King, 
•whofc life, after having abafed him, they had 
ftrug^^led to fave. That they had not voted for 
his death ; that they ftrove to reftrain the ex- 
cefTes of the mob ; that they wiflied to emanci- 
pate the Convention from the tyranny of the ci- 
ty of Paris, and the Conftituted Authorities 
from the defpotifm of the Revolutionary Com- 
mittees ; that they propofed to divide the exten- 
five empire of France into a number of feparate 
I but confederated Republics, fimilar to the ftates 
' of America ; that the interefts of thfir perfonal 
ambition were irreconcileably oppofite to thofe 
of Roberfpierre and his adherents ; thefe were 
their crimes. They were bad men. And, if 
corporal or capital punifhment can ever be juft- 
ly inflifted on guilt which contaminates the 
mind, and has its origin in the errours of rea- 
fon ; they deferved their fate. But, they were 
the leaft wicked, and the moft accomplifned a- 
ihong the Republican leaders. After their fall, 
it was the combined fpirit of the fow, the mon- 
key, 
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key, the fox, the hyaena, the tyger, and th,e 
wolf, that reigned in France ; without any mix- 
ture of the lion, the elephant, the dog, or the 
horfe. 

The leaders of the Jacobin Club, and the o- 
ther Clubs in correfpondence with it ; who in 
confequencc of their influence in the Clubs, were 
enabled to direfl: the proceedings of the Conven- 
tion ; had no fooner overthrown the Briflbtines, 
than they turned their rage againft one another/ 
The conteft was between Danton and Rober- 
spiERRE. But Danton loved money, pleafure, 
and fplendour, as well as power ; Roberfpierre, 
power alone. Subjeft to be affailed upon fo ma- 
ny points, the former foon fell. Hebert and 
Desmoulins again excited the fear of his con- 
queror. They too were cut oflF. 

The campaign of 1793, had in the mean time, 
paffed, without the return of fuccefs to the fide 
of the Allied Armies. But, the French Navy 
was in a miferable condition. Their trade was , 
annihilated. Their Colonies were become the 
conquefts of the Britifh, As another year ad- 
vanced, a fleet in the equipment of which they 
had made their laft naval effort, was defl:royed 
by a Britifli fleet inferior in ftrength. They 
were deprived of almoft all external refources. 
All their Weft Indian pofleflions had been fub- 
dued, or had revolted. Corfica had made itfelf 

an 
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an appendage to the Britifh Crown. — Things 
were nearly in this ftate when Count Montgail- 
lard wrote, from perfonal knowledge, the fol- 
lowing account of France in May laft. 



ADVERTISEMENT, 



ADVERTISEMENT, 



BY 



COUNT MONTGAILLARD. 



1 RETURNED into Ftstncc aftet the retreat of the 
Duke of Brunfwick, with the purpbfe of faving 
my fortune, if poffible, for the fupport of my 
wife and cbildf eti, who had long been emigrants. 
Since that time I have lived' nearly eighteea 
months together in Paris, 

Nothing but a defire to ferve my King and 
Country, could ha.ve inddced me to encounter 
the difficulties which I had to furmount, before 
I could gain accefs to thofe profligate men, by 
whom the rights of both are at prefent ufurped. 
I have obferved the manners and charafter of 
the ufurpers ; and have acquainted myfelf with 
their, projeds, and with the means which they 
have for the execution of them* I write with- 
out motives of perfonal intereft or of fear. 

. I efcaped the dangers to which I was expofed, 

by affefUng a frivolity and diffipation of man- 

F The 
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ners, fufficient to elude fufpicion. I left France, 
after ftudying the Revolution, in the midft of 
all its horrours. 

The dangers to which I have been expofed, 
and the motives upon which I hazarded them — 
- may well place me above the fufpicions of ma- 
lignity. My confcience bears witnefs to the 
blam^lefs reftitude of my intentions. In the 
purity of my views I find my reward. 

The papers of the day, and light, bad men 
may fpeak of me as they fhall think good. I 
tell the truth. I make public, fafts and obferva- 
tions of importance to the general welfare. I 
am equally ready to give an account of my whole 
life, when that account fhall be demanded by o- 
jbers than bafe impoftors, 

June 15. 17.94. 
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X HE National Convention poffefs not the ccil- 
fidence of the efteem of the French people. 
Yet the nation may fliortly give their fancliori 
to whatever fyftem of civil order the Conven- 
tion fhall prefent for their approbation. That 
terrour with which they have been long regard- 
ed, will be mellowed into refpeft ; if they fliall 
continue their refiftance through the prefent 
year, and again repulfe the Allies from the con- 
fines of France* This Affembly gather new 
ftrcngth every day. Their aiTaflinations have 
hitherto appeared to be but neceffary feverities. 
Their government will have acquired fufficicnt 
liability, when the executioners Ihall ceafe tobc 
employed. • Perhaps the time is not far diftanf, 

wben 
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when public feftivities fliail be gladly celebraN 
ed in thofe fcenes which are now continually 
polluted by public murthers. 

The principles and meafures of the Commit- 
tee of Public Safety, are not approved by the 
majority of the Convention. A third of this 
Aflembly, are fecretly adherents of Royalty. A 
tenth part defire a Republic, or rather, impuni* 
ty and equality under Roman names. Many 
dread alike their diftators, and the invaders. 
They tremble under the tyranny of the Commit- 
tee of Public Safety, and deteft the individuals 
of whom it is compofed. But, this abhorred 
Committee has hitherto proteded them from 
the vengeance of Europe. They would eficape, 
from it ; they regard it with doqbt ;and ter- 
rour ; yet they ferve it with abjed fubmiifioQu 

About two hundred members only— ^afiembje 
in the Seffions of the Convention (i.) They 
no longer deliberate upon national afiairs : but 
are employed fimply in fqttling the forms of the 
bufmefs of the police, of the. revenue, of the ge- 
neral adminillration : their moft dignified func- 
tion, is, to announce «the nomination of their 
Prefident and Secretariies. They eagerly fanc- 
tion fuch laws and refolutions as are prefented 
to them by the Committee of Public Safety. 
They dare propofe none without the confent of 
that committee. Strangers to tht^ moft impor- 
tant 
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taut proje£by and to the moil decifiv^ rcf^u^ 
tioas ; they retain the name, but have loft the 
power of the National Repiefentation. 

The Committee (^Public Safety^ conccfniratiog 
within itfelf the power, the a^Siivity, and the 
rights of feva^eignty, ia futajieft to Roberfpicsrre. 
Barrere, and St Jnfte, are rather his fecretaries 
than his colleagues* They ihare his dangesa^ 
without Ihanng his authority. They are expoiv^ 
ed to ibme dangers which threaten them^ s^ne,^ 
and which it is not probable, thut they will ef« 
cape. Members themfelves, of that order oa 
which they exercife a tyraamy, the naoft refined 
ia its^ artifices of cruelty \ they, with other &ven» 
ty-ibur memb^s^ of the Coitvention,. have hi^ 
tberto dicaped the profcription,, fulminated by 
Ibme late decrees againft the unfort-uaate re« 
mains of ;the Nobility who were ftiU at Pa« 
ris. But, cv-cumftances ar'e fafi doling, round 
them, which will render even their bafenefs aad 
perfidy, initxuments of their ruin. The other 
eight members of the Committee of Public Safe* 
ty, toil in the bufinefs, but direA it not* Theje 
are tyrants under Roberfpierre, and his co-adju- 
tors in the oppreffion of France; but tremble 
themfelves be&re him. 

The Committee of General Security receive and 
execute bij ojrders* This Committee take no 
concera in the. government, farther than in con^ 

duding 
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dadrng thofe meafurcs which are continuafHy 
neceffary for the internal fecurity of the Conven- 
tion, and the Republic. They can exdte the 
fears of none but the accomplices, or the vic- 
tims of their guilt, who are within France. They 
are ftrangers to the affairs which agitate Europe. 
They regulate the general police of the Empire, 
watch the difcontented, profecute the rich and 
the reclufe, receive and encourage accufatiohs, 
and particularly, put thde under arreft, againft 
whom the order for arreft is iffued by the Com- 
mittee of Public Safety. 

That unwearied vigilance of the moft gloomy 
tyranny, called the General Police^ a£b with un- 
diftinguifhing oppreffion againft every clafs, and 
every individual. The members of the Conven- 
tion are more expofed to it than others. No ftep 
they take, remains unknown. Thefr acHons, 
and their words, are all watched by fome fe- 
cret fpy, by whom they are continually haunted. 
The pretence of confpiracy againft the people, 
is the conftanf excufe for all afts of violence, 
and for thofe inquifitorial vifitations of private 
families, by which town and country are incef- 
fantly harraffed. No perfon, whether deputy, 
adminijirator, agent, or private citizen, is fure 
of repofe for a fingle night undifturbed by the 
** vampires" of oppreffion, or fees the return of 
darkncfs without terrour. Nor is there a cot- 
tage 
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tage in all France, in which even hunger and 
nakednefs are not in dread of accufation, or re- 
quifition. Human genius never went fo far be- 
fore, in the art of terrifying the imagination, 
and keeping up its wild alarm. . " 

Difficulties almofl infuperable, embarrafs any 
perfon who attempts to travel quietly out of one 
interior diftrid into another. Whoever abfents 
himfelf, for however fliort a time, from the or- 
dinary place of his abode, finds himfelf purfued 
and encompuffed at every ftcp,.by the inftru- 
ments and emiffaries of tyranny. No perfon 
can, without rifking the lofs of life and property^ 
remove from place to place-; unlefs under the 
proteftion of formal orders, which it is hardly 
poflible to obtain ; and which are changed ]md 
renewed with a capricious frequency. All thu^ 
foci^l relations are virtually d^ffolvcd ;..aU:.the 
amiable afieftions eradicated. : .That tyranny 
»vliich pervades every corner of the Empire, has 
produced univerfally, a callous or mifantbrdpic 
felfiflmefs, excluding from every breaft, every 
other fentiment. The moft intimate friend, the 
deareft relation, the moft highly efteemed bene- 
fader, are forgotten, betrayed, abandoned, upon 
the flighteft fufpicion, calling in quefUon their 
civifm, or tl^reateixing their perfonal fafety. The 
unfortunate object of accufation, has judges af- 
him, but no defenders. It isas danger** 

ous 
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ous to be the friend of a deputy or public offi- 
cer, when he i^ accufed, as to be at other times 
his enem J. 

The thirty Commtffions or Committees of the 
Convention, among which the whole bufinefs of 
that Aflembly is diftributed out, have, however, 
no fhare in the executive government. They 
are never acquainted with the origin of the 
grand meafures, external or internal. Thefe 
arie planned and direded by the Committee of 
Public Safety alone. But, in their executaon, 
all concur with the moft alert and energetic ac- 
tivity. 

The Committee for Military Affairs j at the 
head of which are Camot, La Fitte, d'AniiB, 
and feme others, whofe abilities have been gain- 
•cd to abet the caofe of villainy and guilt,— form 
plans of attack and defence, concert the fyftem 
of Operations, and accomnicdate the arrange- 
mants of tadics to the views of the Revolution. 
Where were depofited the memoirs and other 
valuable monuments of the heroifm, the gene- 
rous loyalty, and the enlightened abilities of 
fhofe great captains, minifters, and ftatefmen, 
who have adorned the French monarchy ; there 
wickednefs now racks invention, for means to 
confummate its irretrievable ruin. 

The Committee npm the Revenue^ btrfied with 
unremitting induftry, in artifices to deceive the 

nation 
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94tioQ Goncerning the ruinous conditiop to which 
thq public fojtune is reduced; dig deeper, every 
day, the gulph in which it is fwallo)ved up, 
^al£$ calculatioos, diihoneft refources, e^tr^va* 
gam refults, are with tiold effrontery prefentcd 
to thi$ Coinautre^ by Cambqn, its leading mem- 
ber) and are adopted without ex^piination. His 
imflcilfulnefs in a matter of fuch importance, 
augmfents and confirms the blind folly of the 
people. To a fpecies of paper-money which 
cpniumes all other property, he gives a current 
v»lue, which neceffity and terrour maintain to 
it. 

Through all the departments of public bufi- 
aeft, every thing proceeds in conformity to the 
prders of the Committee of Public Safety. \ 

Civil laws are framed, highways conftrufted, 
ipanals cut, as it were by one common effort (2.) 
The arts and fciences are reftored, to give digni- 
ty and fplendour to guilt. Workfliops and 
njanufadories of the inftruments of the military 
art, are eftablifhed in all quarters for its defence. 
The moft copious refources are lavilbly provide 
jed. Public fchools are affiduoufly inftitut- 
ed ; and the French language is taught, in its 
purity, from the foot of the Pyrenees to the far- 
theft wilds of lower Brittany. In the hmQ/ef- 
fim will foroetimes be paffed, thirty decrees up- 
on objeQis the. moft widely different from one 
anptjier. Millions are wafted in carrying fuch 
Q decreej 
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decrees into execution ; and fcaffolds reared to 
enforce and maintain them. In a word, the 
Committees may be confidered as fo many cxe* 
cutive offices ; the National Convention as a 
Court for regiftrarion ; the Committee of Public 
Safety, as Roberspierre's Privy Council. 

And w ho is this man, whom a wonderful af- 
cendency of chara£ter, and a combination of cir- 
cumftances not iefs extraordinary, have fudden- 
ly elevated to fovereign power ; conduding him 
fafe over the rocks and quickfands of a revolu- 
tion, amidft which its authors and their accom- 
plices have been dafhed in pieces, or fwallowed 
up ? 

Nature feemed to have deftined him for low 
praftice at the bar ; having endow'ed him with 
the mean cunning and duplicity neceflary to 
fuccefs in that field. My utmoji wijh^ faid he, 
in the year 1784, would be to obtain the office of 
Attorney 'general in ihe parliament of Paris \ I 
Jhould tioen make the world talk of me ! He faw in 
that employment, means to gratify the burning 
third for reputation, by which he has, at diffe- 
rent times, confeffcd himfelf to be inflamed. 
From this we may guefs at his motives for afpir- 
ing to become a member of the States-general. 

Yet, in that Affembly he was diftinguiflied 
only as an enthufiaft, deftitute of imagination. 
At its diffolution, his abilities defpifed,' his per- 
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fon unnodcedy he was named to a place in one 
of the Criminal Courts. This place he refigned, 
without having entered upon its duties, which 
brought his civifm into temporary difrepute. 

He always ranked among the pa^ty -of the Ja^ 
cobins, and had the Republic conflantly on his 
tongue j although never in his heart. In truth, 
till the intcrefts of the monarchy were entirely 
ruined at Paris by the events of the "tenth 0/ 
At^u/iy he was ftill its adherent. He had little 
concern in the tranfadions of that accurfed day 
which Manuel, Pethion, and Kerfaint, grafping 
at the miniftry, contrived and brought about, 
for the final abafement of the Royal Authority. 
At that decifive crifis, Roberfpierre difappeared. 
He has been often reproached for the cowardly 
pTuderue with which he hid himfelf from its dan- 
gers. Nor does he appear tQ have had any great 
fliare in the maffacres of the 2d of September. 
hi July 1792, he publifhed : Reprefentative go-- 
vemmentj and the forms of monarchy ^ are the only 
conftitutional arrangements proper for an empire fo 
ixtei^ive and ancient as France. In the month 
of September following, he oppofed not the fac- 
tion of BrifTot, in the paffing of the decree mov- 
ed by Syeyes, by which France was declared a 
Republic. An incpnfiftency fo glaring, betrays 
the true principle of his condud. 

It 
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It Wis not till after the retreat of the ComUn- 
ed armies that Roberfpierre began to difcovcr 
his ambitious purpofes ; nor perhaps, had he, 
before that time, conceived them. He has ne- 
ver loft fight of them fince. The aiTaffination 
of his King appeared neceffary to clear the ^ay 
for his ambition ; and he was the chief inftiga- 
tor to that crime. Difcerning then the ftrerigth 
of his opponents, he drove the Briffotincs to ap- 
peal to the people ; by which he obtained a ter- 
rible handle againft them, and was enabled to 
inflame the Jacobins to purfue them to deftruc- 
tion. Availing himfelf dexteroufly of circum- 
flances as they Taried, and of the errours of his 
adverfaries, as they committed them, and watch- 
ing and accommodating himfelf to the revolu- 
tion, through all its fluftuations, he ftill fefefi- 
ed his partizans and defenders from among the 
orators of the Jacobin club. 

Roberfpierre's countenance is heavy and ca- 
daverous; his complexion, pale; his eyes, blear- 
ed and near-fighted ; his voice, fcarcely audible. 
He poflTefTes none of thofe exterior advantages 
which win and captivate the multitude. But, 
he is almoft without paflions ; or at leaft con- 
ceals, with the moft impenetrable artifice, fuch 
of his paffions as might otherwife endanger his 
popularity and fuccefs. His apparently incor- 
ruptible integrity maintained his influence among 

the 
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the people^ amidft the attacks of the BriiTotiaes 
and the Common Council 6( Paris* Roberfpierrt 
feeiningly confining, himfelf to his duties as a 
intiAber of the Committee of Public Safety, and 
of the Jacobin Club, appears to be the plaineft 
and the mod unaffuming of men. The modefty 
which he continues to dif}>lay in ih^e midft of 
triumph, the frugal plainnefs of his dreft, his 
fimple and retired ftyle of life — are what bai fo 
long fixed the caprice of popularity in his fa^ 
votiT. He ftill lives as he did in 1790, without 
change of habits or manners. Continuing ftill to 
encourage the exceffes and outrages of the po- 
pulace, by whom he was fupported; fpeaking but 
feldom, and then pointedly to the purpofc ; ftiH 
purfuing the errours of his adverfaries, througit 
all the events of the war, foreign and inteftine j 
he rofe fuddenly to the direction of the Revolu- 
tion, "when the Brtffotines dutft proceed no far- 
ther. When he faw them raife, with treftibling • 
hands, the fcaffolds by which they hoped to con- 
firm their power, he then oppofed to their arti- 
fices and intrigues, all the energy and the dar- 
ing crimes of the Jacobins. He brought about 
the events of the 31ft of May, and the ift and 
2d of June 17933 aind by thefe made himfelf 
mafter of the Convention and of Paris (3.) 

At an early pctiod in their career, he connec- 
ted himfelf with that bloody defperadoe, Marat, 

whofe 
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whofe charader and principles had, by their 
impetuous atrocity, the moft powerful influence 
upon the populace, whom he inceflantly inftigat- 
ed to pillage and maflacre. Roberfpierre de- 
clared himfelf the friend of this man, who was 
equally dangerous and ignorant. When the 
Briflbtines combined all their flrengih to carry 
him before the Revolutionary Tribunal, it was 
at the perfuafion, of Roberfpierre that he ven^ 
tured to leave the fubterraneous cell (4.) in 
which he had concealed himfelf, and to. take 
his feat again in the hall of the Convention. 
The triumph of Marat's re-appearance in that 
Aflembly w^s the work of Roberfpierre. But 
while he thus defended and exalted his partner 
in guilt and popularity, he at that very time jne- 
ditated his ruin. 

It is generally believed that Roberfpierre made 
an attempt to poifon Marat (5.) By deftroying 
him in the full tide of his popularity, Rober- 
fpierre hoped to transfer that popularity to him- 
felf, and at the fame time to direct public opi- 
nion againft a fadion whofe leaders he durft hot 
yet call before the criminal Courts. He after- 
wards made this very faftion his inflruments in 
puflung home the dagger to Marat's heart ; by 
which means his own guilty machination remain-, 
cd unknown, and they were at laft condufted 
to the fcaffold (6.) 

After 



IN MAY, 1794. 5j 

After writing in conjundion with Hebert up- 
on Atheifm ; after aiding Gobet to eflface every 
veftige of Catholicifm (7.) ; after he had with 
Camiilus JDefmoufins prefented to the public a 
profpea of clemency ; Roberfpierre brought 
Defmoulinsy Gobet, and Hebert to the block. 
He wifhed to referve to himfelf alone the power 
jof giving France a new religion, and of reftor«- 
ing peace to his country, after he fhould have 
fubjeded it to his own defpotic fway. 

Thus has he overturned every thing like or- 
der, that the nation, as he fliall oftentatioufly re- 
ftore their rights one by one, may obey him out 
of gratitude. 

Dantok was long the objeft of his anxious 
jealQufy. This man alfo afpired to fovereign 
power. An high charadter, and courage to dare 
every danger, were the advantages on which his 
pretenfions to the didatorfhip were founded. 
Roberfpierre dazzled him with the profped of 
fortune in Belgium (8.) ; hoping that her feduc- 
tive favours might foon enfnare him into ads 
for which he might one day be accufed. He 
laboured with ceafelefs induftry, till he had ef- 
fefted the* ruin of this formidable rival. With- 
out difcontinuing the attentions and profeiEons 
of feeming friendihip ; and even while he was 
inviting him to a feat in the Committee of Pub- 
lic Safety, he iflued from this Committee the 

order 
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order for the arraft of Dantoliy the aft of his 
impeachment, the fentence by which he was 
dQon)e4 tQ death* Within the fpace of nipe 
days, this potent enemy was cut off from before 
him* 

Of no extraordinary natural genius, deftitute 
ctf tliofe abilities which are alone, equal to in- 
troduce, and to conduct revolutions, or to bring 
them to a termination ; Roberfpierre is eictreme- 
]y unfit for the elevated and dangerous place to 
vhich he afpires. But, he is at prefent, power- 
ful in the general terrour with which he is re- 
garded, and in the ruin or corruption of all the 
enemies with whom he has had to contend. 
Pride and felf-love are his ruling paifioas i his 
refentments are bitter and inextinguiihable. 
His party is confined to his own brain, guided 
and informed, however, by that of the Abbe Sv- 
£Y£S, the moft mifchievous of villains. £ver 
fearful and fufpicious ; without friends, as with- 
out fecial affieftions ; Roberfpierre ftill fiwrrifi- 
ces on every fide, thofe by whom he has been 
ferved, and thofe whofe difcernment he dreads. 
The Abbe Syeyes himfcif, whom he intends for 
the patriarch of his new religion, will affuredly 
fall, when he fhall either ceafe to be ufeful, or 
begin to appear dangerous to him. The profli- 
gate La Clos, who has been for fix months in 
confinement, fancies that he fhall at length, 
3 have 
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tiave earned his liberty, by drawing up harangues 
for the demagogue. GregoIre ferves him 
with unwearied zeal and affiduity. 

The objeft to which Roberfpierre afpires, is 
fovereign power ; but he dares not yet fhew the 
moft diftant inclination to inveft himfelf with 
the name or forms. However, terrour finds . 
each day, new arms in the founds of his voice. 
. He is abfolute maflcr of the French Empire ; 
and more powerful than Cromwell was, when 
he diffolved the long Parliament. The Convene 
tion, inftcfad of fharing or endangering his pow-* 
cr, — add to it, by the fandion of the peoplcj and 
their own terrified fubmiffion. The powers of 
the Empire are fo wholly and exclufively in his 
hands, that it will be impoffible for opinion to 
ravifli them from him, without a violent ftrug- 
gle. He goes about, without guards, or pomp 
of any fort. The provifion of fubfiftence for 
the people, gives him none of thofe anxieties^ 
which it is generally fuppofed to do. Plenty^ 
and a revolutionary want of difcipline conftitute 
the ftrength of the armies ; murthers, reftraint^ 
and the privation of all but mere neceffaries — 
maintain the flavery of the interior provinces of 
the ftate. The palaces and temples are his ar- 
fenals ; his fellow-citizens are his foldiers ; nor 
is the moment dSftant, when thefe mu^ be either 
his fubjeds or his judges. 

H t 
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I proceed to fpeak of his accompiites. Sail- 
HERE, eminent only by the bafe verfatility aad 
compliances with which he has always made 
himfelf the tool of the predominant fadion.; a 
mere college pedant ; a wretched poet ; a dull 
and babbling pleader, undiAinguifhed at the 
bar ; the endlefs reporter, and lying fabricator 
of defeats and vidories, feflivals and laws -« — 
Barrere, thus mean, ridiculous, and infignifi- 
cant, is unworthy of detaining our attention up* 
on either his perfon, his fortune, or his crimes. 
St Just, who is fufpefted of a wifli to form a 
party for himfelf, poiTefles genius and informa- 
tion, but with thefe, a dark and favage heart. 
Affaffination and bloodfhed are to Billaud-V a- 
RENNES, the very breath of life. Couthon, 
not lefs ferocious than he, is reduced by de- 
bauchery to the brink of the grave, and has 
ftrength remaining, only to contrive, and 
prompt to murthers (9). In Collot D'lrtR- 
Bois, guilt appears in all its odioufnefs, with 
every thing to excite abhorrence, but nothing 
to command terrour. 

I know afluredly, by information artfully 
drawn from the mouths of the very perfons of 
whdm I fpeak, that the greateft enemies of the 
Committee of Public Safety, are the members 
of the Convention. But, they are too clofely 
haunted by the vigilance of tyranny ; they are 

too 
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too well acquainted with its powers,-— to attempt 
the creatron of a fa&ioh' or party againfi: it. 
Th«f will rather {^k fecurity, each to hinifelf, 
by denouncing others ; for his owii individual 
esiftience has become to every man the fole ob- 
jeft of care or fear. They are permitted to 
live, becaufe they fubmit to be inftruracnts of 
the fWereignty, without partaking in it. They 
perfift in filling up the mcafure of their crimes, 
becaufe they are fure of being dragged to the 
fcafibld, whenever they Ihall be accufed of re- 
pentance, of pity for misfortune, or of, horrour 
ait aflkflination. Crimes alone preferve their 
live&, and keep futurity at a diftance. 

They rejoice to efcape from the bloody ftage, 
on which the murther of their colleagues, con- 
tinually reminds th« furvivors, how precarious 
the tenure of their own live% Inverted with 
pcwer« Urtiimited, they go to fpread among the 
provinces, the tcrrours by which they are them- 
felves ever purfued. Regard to pcrfonal fafety ; 
the neceffity under' which they find themfelves 
of gratifying the revolutionary focieties; the 
need they all have for the ftay of popularity, to 
pr6long their lives, — urge thefe Commijfaries to 
ads of vexatious tyranny and oppreffion, unex- 
ampled in the annals of the world. 

At this price, are their vices and confequent 
prodigality excufed by the Committee of Public 

Safety 
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Safety (lo.) Their progrefs is every where 
marked, no lefs' by the mod wanton luxury, 
than by bloodihed and oppreflion. Corruption 
precedes their career ; and the conftituted au- 
thorities await in filence, their fentences of pro« 
fcription and death. At the orders of the Com- 
miflaries, thofe authorities are created or cUflolv/* 
ed. But, the tyrants are foon recalled by* the 
Committee of Public Safety ; impeached, or 
defamed: condemned fo^ obedience to orders 
which they received from it, or for good deeds 
unjuftly imputed to them : Having a£led the 
Proconful in the departments, they return to 
tremble before thq Committees, and to fit mute 
in the Convention. 

Inftead of the Jtx Minijiersj twelve Commif- 
fions have been appointed ; and their members 
chofen by the Committee of Public Safety. 
The Rmjolutionary Tribunal has long obeyed 
implicitly the orders of this Committee, The 
Admini/irative Authority in the departments, 
depends immediately on the Convention, But, 
the departments, diftrids, and municipalities, 
poffefs only that local and limited influence 
which is to be derived from the levying of the 
taxes, the diftribution of fupplies, the national 
fales, and the regulation of internal intercourfe. 

The Popular Societies ftill retain the general 
power of vigilant infpedion and cenfure, through- 

^ out 
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out the Republic. They are under the prdtec- 
tibn and contfoul of the Committee of General 
Security. But the Revolutionary Committees of 
thofe focietie^, .upon which their powers have, 
in reality devolved, and by which ^thefe powers 
are exercifed agaiaft the Admini/lrative Bodies^ 
aad againft the iifrcieties themfelveg, — are in di« 
reft and immediate correfpondence with the 
Committee of Public Safety ; and ad, every 
where, with blind fubmiiiipn, as its Agents. By 
/A^/r agency, has the fupreme authority been 
concentrated in its hands. Soon muft they 
tbemfelves refign their influence at its feet. The 
plan for fubjeding the nation to Ten Tyrants^ 
tbemfelves fubfervient to one^ has been laid, and 
condujQied nearly to its accomplifhment, with a 
degree of wifdom and energy, which leave hard- 
ly any poffibility of its failure. 

The Committee of Public Safety, are tbem- 
felves alarmed at the multitude of the agenti 
whom they have been obliged to employ through 
all France. They fee the neceffity for redu- 
cing, — as foon as the neceflities of external war 
fliall permit, — ^thofe twenty tboufand revolutiona- 
ry eommittets^ at prefent the neceffary inftru- 
ments of general deftruftion, and the fureft aids 
of tyranny ; — ^to feven or eight hundred defpo- 
tic powers, — a number, at this time fufBcient to 
anfwer for the obedience of all the cities, and 

all 
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an the diftriOs^ I%e Committee iore to with- 
draw into their own hands, all thofe pol'tions 
of their power and guilt, which they were o- 
bliged to diftribute out to others, with extreme 
profuiion. Under the authority of the Rights 
of Man, they will reftore that regularity and 
fiibordination which they employed the Rights 
of Man to fubvert. 

The Public Force will fecond thcfe meafures 
in the departments. The public force, or militia 
of Paris, confifting of about an hundred and 
thirty-fix thoufand men, one half of whom are 
regularly and complcatly armed, — are, howev- 
er, wearied out by. endlefs fervice. Amidft the 
toil of their daily labours, they pay but a lan- 
guid and carelefs obedience to a Commander^ 
who is univerfally defpifed, has in his charafter 
neither energy nor any other eftimable qualities 
whatever, — and whofe head muft foon be the 
forfeit of his perfonal inlignificance, and his 
bafe fubferviency to others (i i.) He gives no 
orders, but is merely the organ through which 
they are tranfmitted. The better, although: not 
the moft numerous part of 'this armed force, 
would, upon any great and fudden event, aS 
without hefitation, againft the Committee of 
Public Safety. The Committee, diffident of their 
good-will and obedience, manage them with great 

caution i 
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cautioa ; leaving them to regulate their owa dif* 
cipline, as they pleafe* 

The MunicipalUy of Paris are conneded with 
Ro^fpierre's Committee, folely through the 
M^or and the National Agent (12); two men 
who are among the mod fubmifiive and devoted 
of his creatures, and whofe fortunes and ahili-^ 
ties, but ill correfpond to the fituations in which 
they are placed, or to the combination of fur- 
rounding circumflances, by which their autho- 
rity and fecurity are continually threatened* 
Their partizans in the Commpn Council, are 
theix private adherents, chofen always upon the 
intereft of the moment. Two hundred adminif* 
irators in this Common Council, — ^which is ftiU 
formidable, maintain without participating in^ 
the tyranny to which they are all fubjeded* 
Their obedience is entirely paifiye, like that of 
the majority of the Convention. Their motives 
are the fame ; and the fame will be their con- 
dud. They all regret that Conftitution which 
received its death's wound, on the lotb of Ath 

The SeSlions of Paris j or rather its eight and 
forty revolutionary Committees form the grand 
ftrcngth of the Committee of Public Safety, but 
wovdd undoubtedly facrifice that Cotpmittee to 
any very violent popular commotion. The mem- 
bers of thofe revolutionary committees, ever in 

fecret 
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fecret oppofitioh to the magiftrates at the head 
of the Common-Council, but always holding in- 
telligence with its adminiftrators, aft folely upon 
views of private intereft, and yield to corruption 
in every form in which it can affail them. The 
Committees ftrive almoft always to enforce the 
fubjeftion of the Committee' of Public Safety to 
the Convention, even in meafures demanded by 
exigencies fo fudden, that the Convention can- 
not have had time to decide upon them. They 
often refift the orders of the Mayor, to the arm- 
ed force, when thofe orders want the fanftion 
of the Cbnvention. A great majority of the fee* 
lions would exert their influence and authority 
againft the Committee of the Diftator, if a ma- 
terial change of the (late of things, were attempt- 
ed by the general concurrence and vigorous ef- 
forts of all parties. 

The flavery under which the capital groans, is 
fo galling, and fo reluftantly borne ; and fo fenfi- 
ble are. the Committee of Public Safety, of their 
danger from its prefent fituation; that without a 
moment's relaxation of their vigilance, they are 
continually redoubling their tyrannical precauti- 
ons, multiplying their cruelties, and enabling new 
and more rigorous pains and penalties againft 
thofe Committees which aft faintly, or betray 
their profeffed principles. They have ordained, 
that all who are fufpefted of confpiracy againft the 

Republic, 



IN MAT, 1794. 65 

Republic, (hall be brought to Paris, that the in- 
flidion of continual punifliments, (which might 
prove dangerous perhaps, in the departments in 
which public fpirit has not yet totally extinguifli- 
ed humanity), may keep up the neceflary terrour 
in the capital ; and that the arm of the execu- 
tioner may never reft idle, till its turbulent and 
refraftory fpirit fhall be wholly fubdued. 

Amidft all the private griefis and public cala- 
mities, amidft thofe fcenes of death and carnage 
which are faft defolating Paris ; all who are nok 
involved in the guilt of their rulers, find life tvo^ 
Tj day, more wretched and burthenfome; till 
tbe bkternefsof exiftence difarms death, in their 
eyes, of half its terrours. Imprifonment is more 
terrible to them, than the fcaffold to which they 
are to be conducted from the dungeon. But, 
the horrours continually before and around them, 
have produced a fort of languid ftupor by which 
every foul is enervated, and every heart chilled. 
Even he who fears not, but rather wifhes for, 
dealh, has not the courage to dare it in the face, 
by raifing his arm to rid the earth of thofe mon^ 
fters who£e crimes exceed all poffibility of ade- 
quate puniihment. They rather live on, to fee 
^hemfelves ilaughtered, one by one. 

And yet, every fine day, and upon the firft 
reprefentation of , any new dramatic piece, the 
jpublic walks, and the theatres are conftantly 

J crowd^4 
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crowded (13.) The ancient vices, are Hill re- 
newed ; the plans of pleafure, aiiid thq i)ndertak« 
ings of trade are ftill profecuted, as b^fore^ . Le* 
vity, and fafhipns ftill maintain their fway* New 
houfes are reared in all quarters with the feme 
celerity, with which crimes are commitled^ Tliey 
are filled with the moft fumptuous furniture. 
Sufpicion ftrips th^ imprudent poflfeffor of all ; 
and they are foon purchafed by anotbeTy more 
imprudent and unthinking than he. Never was 
avarice more general, or more grafping ; never 
was it., in its fuccefs, mote dangerous. At all 
places of public entertainment, only the moft 
luxurious difhes, and the rarefl and moft pt&:U 
Qus wines are ufed. Uncertain of thi^ir lives, 
all. are eager to give the paffing moments to joyj 
afidlook forward with itfdiffereaftce to coming 
evil. The multitude repair from the terrottrs 
of a fcene of public execution, to the gaiety of 
the theatres ; which are not fewer than twenty 
in number ; and there forgf t the horrours which 
they have beheld, and the dangers that threaten 
them. Returning home to meet imprifonment 
or the feizufe of their papers and eifecks ; they 
find the temporary, diffip^tiojj of their minds, 
fucceeded by mifery;^9ubly poignant. 

The Committee of Public Safety ha^ve turned 
the fears and anxiety of Pi^ris, tp the ftate of 
IJurope, to the wars, and to thq fai^ians* They 

h^ve 
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have irboHihed luxury in the artides^^f carriages, 
drefs, and domeftic fenrants. I& its (bead, they 
have encouraged a different fpeciesi of employ- 
ment for its minifters, better fuited to the cha- 
ru&er of th^ir new empire ; a military^ induftry 
employing all the woriimen, whom irsittt azkl 
idlenefr might otberwife have rend^ed .danger- 
ous* The reftlefs aftivity of the people turns 
ouft to the profit of their ^itators. An hundred 
tboufund memic emploiyed, night and day, in 
forging piiesfor infurreStions^ and gum for the 
armies* A thoufand or ekven hundred mufkets 
arc daily fabricated in ,the work-fliops at JPafis . 
(14.) An hundred pieces of cannon, 4, 6, and 
8 pounders, are caft, ibeie, every month. The 
eftabli^Mnests at Meulan, Corbeil, ind Fontaine-^ 
bleaci, aiid thofe formed tbrongbout the other 
departments, are proportioiiate to thofe at Parisw 
They are warmly promoted by all <;laiffes of the 
citizens \ fot , all long anxiouily for that peace 
and tranquitity which are to be obtained, only 
by the mod vigorous and unremitting: exreirtions; 
they no longer <iread' tfcofe forei|fn.powdf$ whdch 
once alarmed them \ and they obey dale terrour 
of tlve moment. 

To keep up the frenzy of the public mind, 
the moft' extravagatit outrages are every day, 
thrown out, Irom the Haranguing-boxes^ (Tri- 
biiaes)^ and in the Theatres, againft Princes and 

Kings* 
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Kings. Whatever can inflame the foul, and 
corrupt the heart ; whatever can encourage vil- 
lainy, and form to regicide, is prefented with adl 
the fafcinations of novelty, to dazzle and feduce 
the multitude. The fplendid virtups and crimes 
recorded in hiftory, are alike prefled into their 
fervic^. They rake up from oblivion, whatever 
is in£amous in the records of all times, and ail 
places. On every houfe hangs the triple-colour- 
j^ ed flag crowned with the red cap. Sipts em- 
blematically indicating the mod: unbridled licen- 
tioufnefs, and bbaring infcriptions fuitably inde- 
cent, are every where to be fcen. Death every- 
where threatens thofe weak or wavering men 
who may fhew themfqlves unfaithful to equality, 
or rather, defpotifm. The bufts of all regicides, 
from Brutus to Ankerftrom, ftand in the hall of 
the Convention, and in other confpicuous and 
frequented public f^ces. The people are cal- 
led to the celebration of frequent feftivals, that 
debauchery and^xcefs may maintain and inflame 
their political extravagance 05.) 

By fuch artifices, even the more intelligent 
clafs of the People have been brought to regard 
the events which have hitherto taken place, with- 
in and without France, as unanfwerable reafons 
in favour of their legiflators, and as victorious 
arguments againft monarchs. The anarchifts 
threaten to exterminate monarchy. Thofe, wno 

are 
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are more moderate, dread that, a£t;er feeing tjieir 
propaty wailed in the conteft between moiuir- 
chy and republicanifm, they may at kit be re- 
duced into abje£t fervitude ui^der a King. 

The Conyenticm and the Jsifobins. invented,— *- 
war, and faftions have propagated and eilabliih- 
ed throughout the greater part of Frangs, tfasit 
ojnnion which difciplines the rage of their ar- 
mies ; ' That Europe wagol war not lefs againit 
> the French monarchy, than againit the Jaco- 
^ bins ; againit the Royaliib as wdl as the Sans- 
^ culottes ; as well againil the very cpuntry as 
^ againit the political opinions prevalent in it; : 
' That the difmemberment of the territory ilill 
^ the common mother of them all, was the o^^ 

* je6t and eml of the war : That the evacuation 
' of Alface, the deilrudion of Toulon, the fruit- 

* lefs wiihes of that city, and of La Vendee for 
^ their princes, the capitulations of Mentz and 

* Valenciennes, were fo many proofs of this fad, 
^ and were owing to it : That it xi^as not for t;he 

* fake of the French Clergy, that the Courts of 
^ Europe combined in the common caufe of all 
^ governments : That an indiiference to the mi£< , 

* fortunes of the JHoufe of Bourbon would, at 
' any rate, leave it fuffidently poi&ble for the 
^ mifcreants by whom France is now oppreiTed, 

* to terminate the war advantageouily to them- 

* felves, if they ihall only be willing to make a 

* few 
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^ few facrifices : That weariods of a pvotraded 
^ war, and refped to their own intorefts fnuft 
^ fhortly incKne the Allies to negociadom wh|cb, 

< failing vidory, will be fare refources as wdl 
^ to the guilty, a« to the uafortttnate part of 
^ France.* 

' ' Farther, if fuch were not thd ^ws of the 
> Belligerent Powers, they would hsre gratified 
^ the Royaliils with their King's Rroclamatioo, 
^ and with precife informatioQ of their inten- 

< tions upon a matter fo iiifinitely iQterefting ; 

* they would have definitely and avowedly guar- 
^ anteed to Fraince, the forms of her moaarcby, 
^ her properties, and her rights ; they would 
^ not have maintained that fiknce which affords 
^ grounds for every fear, judifies every fufpicion, 
^ and pvovokes general refiftance ; they wotstd 
^ hare opened the treaty of peace which was 

* to be pcefented to, or impofed upon a great 

* nation.' 

* Such is every: where the language held by 
villainy and impofture. Thefe are the very 
word^ of the leaders of the fadiocis. I have re- 
peated them exa&ly, in order to ihew what i»irf- 
repre£entatJons are employed to deceive the 
weaknefs and ignorance of th4» multitude. I am 
confident that thefe aifertions will be confirmed 
by other pejfons worthy of credit, who have 
lately left France. 

Thefe 
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Tbefe fecret purpofes imputed to tfie Allied 
Powers^ are fo favoumbie^ to tiie Coiitention ; 
that,.irhenever thef are fatiated for a time with 
ilaughter, and give the executioners a momen- 
tary relaxation ; the Jacobins* themfelves confi- 
dently aall the Royalifts to confider the interefti 
of the common country of them all, which Fo«« 
reign Powers hope to conquer, and Tend in 
pieces. Andaretue not all Frenchmen? cried 
one of their demagogues (16), at one of thofo 
ye^^iu which have formed aerasin the revolu- 
tion : The Royaiijls as well as w^^ continued h6, 
with the fame daring infolence, the Rojalifis as 
well as we^ will be attacked by th&fe Powers / 
tbey will prateS only what they mean to appr^pri'^ 
ate; tbey will forget all but what mayferve their 
6wn purpojks of u/urpsaion. 

To mark diftinftly the fteps of the progirefs^ 
by which opinion has advanced to that laiHtude 
in which it& dedlion and energy are at prefent 
loil; I muft remind my readers, that Toulon 
was furrendered to the Conftitutional King, 
whofe deliverers, the Engliih and Spainiards de- 
clared themfelves. Its gates were opened to th^ 
monarchy. But, Toulon, the hope of the Roy- 
alifts, by its fall repreffed in others, the gener- 
ous ardour which was feen to prove fatal to the 
iohahitants of that city.-^I am compelled to 
^d, th5|.t fuch has been the abfurdity of the po- 
pular 
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pular opinions in this unfbitiuiate kingdom; 
that the Convention ^uld hope to excufe to the 
people, the afiaffination of their King, only by 
perfuading them that he had violated all his 
oaths, and had made every effort to overturn 
a Conftitution to which that people were enthu- 
fiafticaily attacked, and whofe fall they lament* 
ed* 

It is generally believed in France, that, if the 
conditions on which Toulon furrendered, had 
been faithfully obferved, a great majority of the 
Nation would, by degrees, have joined the Com- 
Inned Powers. Tet, all prudent and intelligent 
^oyalifts, within and without the kingdom, a- 
gree in regarding the Conftitution of 1789, 
which was much more democratical, than mo-^ 
narchical, as the firft caufe of all their misfor* 
tunes. 

The inftance of La Vendee, is in favour of 
this affertion. Its inhabitants furviving the lols 
or confumption of all their means of fubfiftence 
and offence, continue to carry on a war more 
furprifmg in its difafters, than even vidtories 
would be in other circumftances. Their invia- 
cible perfeverance, at one time ftruck terrour 
into the hearts of the tyrants, and fpread coii« 
fternation through the Convention. France for 
a moment believed, that the Revolutioi^ was a- 
j>put to be overwhelmed with its authors, and 

tMf 
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their adherents, 550 pieces of cannon, and a<» 
bout 160,000 muikets were, within the fpace of 
fix months, either taken from the Republic, or 
at lead lofl to its defenders. It cod 200,. or 
220 thoufand men, and 900 millions of iivres 
in money, to flop the progrefs of this alarming 
wan The garrifons of Mentz and Valenciennes, 
were entirely confumed in it. A part of the 
regular fuppiies of proviiions to the markets of 
Paris, were then cut off, and have not yet been 
renewed from that quarter (17.) Requifitions, 
levies, and the faifmg of the people in a mafs, 
have produced a vacuum in this part of the Re- . 
public, which will not foon again be filled up. ' 

When the Army of La Vendee, had, in tri- 
umph, croffed the Loire, and difplayed their 
ilandards in Maine and Normandy ; France 
and Paris were pn the eve of a decifive counter- 
revolution. Providence ordered it otherwife ; 
but the National Affembly could not difmifs 
their fears. 

La Vendee,' the only terrour of the Conven- 
tioHj the only thing that ever appeared to them, 
to threaten the exiftence of the Republic, — 
has derived the energy and perfeverance of its 
loyal exertions, from circumftances peculiar to 
itfelf. The fimple and virtuous peafants of 
Poitou are almoft abfolute ftranger? to the lan- 
guage fpoken through the reft of France; The 
K new 
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new doftrines ia religion and politics i^cre, 
when they began their oppoiition, unknown to 
them. They were quite different men from the 
patriots* Ading in one fpirit, and without di- 
verfity of views, they attacked all who acknow- 
ledged not their principles. But, thefe very cir- 
cumftances have operated as caufes to check 
and confine their progrefs. They have hinder- 
ed them from combining themfelves with the 
other departments which were, in general, in- 
fefted with the Conftitutional democracy, or , 
were at lead willing to content themfelves with 
obtaining the reftoration of that Conftitution. 
To prove that this latter opinion has been that 
of the French Nation in general, — we need on- 
ly to remark, that the adherents to the Confti- 
tution, have always been the moft: outrageouily 
perfecuted by the Convention, as being fuppof- 
ed the moft likely to form a party, and gather 
around them malecontents more moderate than 
they of La Vendee. 

The National Convention are fo well aware, 
that their power ftands not fecure upon public 
opinion and the general inclinations of the peo- 
ple ; that a force of 75,000 men which was fta- 
tioned at Nantes, Rennes, Niort, and Rochellc, 
ftill remains fixed in thefe departments, with 
difficulty keeps them in fubjeftion, and is as 
much on its guard againft them, as againft the 

People 
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People of La Vendee. The miferies under which 
all the French groan, the Agents and Execution- 
ers of the Convention alone excepted, are fuch 
as to induce them to prefer any means by which 
their deliverance may be efFefted, to all their 
prejudices iii favour of the Conftitution. With- 
out doubt, if liberal fuccour were now granted 
to La Vendee, all thofe men might be rallied 
under the fame ftandards, who, however difa- 
greeing in principles and opinions, concur with 
unanimity, in one ardent wilh to be delivered 
from the tyranny under which they are now 
trampled. The opinion which was, and flill is 
generally prevalent through France, is, that fin 
effeftual Counter-Revolution can arife out of 
La Vendee alone ; if fpeedily excited, and ade- 
quately fupported, its fuccefs would be fure. 
But never was there more urgent need for affif- 
tance to the Counter- Revolutionifts in this quar- 
ter, than at the prefent moment. The fepara- 
tion of the bands in La Vendee, the gradual re- 
duftion of the corps, the defertions occafioned 
by want, fear, and defpondency, have reduced 
thefe Counter-Revolutionary forces to 24,000 
men ^(18.) It -was feared, at the time when I 
left France, that thpfe gallant warriours would 
not again be able to make fuch formidable ex- 
ertions, as thofe by jvhich they laft year raifed 
the general Ivopes of the Royalifts, unlefs large 

fupplies 
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fupplies and powerful afliftance fliould be fpeedi- 
fy promifed and fent to them. AJPrince of 
France, alone, would be the proper Cofnmand- 
er to conduft them to a grand conquefl. 

Religion equally implores this aid. The peo- 
ple whom I have left, were divided between re^. 
fpeft for the minifters of their old church, and 
abhorrence of thofe Conftitutional Priefts ; of 
whom the greater part are now in the houfes 
for public correftion ; while the reft are caft dai- 
ly into the dungeons, by thofe virtuous men, 
for whom they betrayed their God and his wor- 
Ihip. ' That part of the Clergy who were fcdu- 
jced to impiety and perjury, have already funk 
into the contempt with all parties, which they 
juftly deferve. But, from this degradation and 
ignominy of the minifters of religion, there has 
unfortunately arifen a general indifference for 
religion itfelf. This indifference, encouraged 
every where by corruption, and by the Agents 
of the Committee of Public Safety, threatena to 
feduce the people to a new religion ; if that of 
iheir fathers be not fhortly reftored to them in 
fuch ftrength and dignity as may enfure its per- 
manence. The moral ara.of the French Revo- 
lution would be peculiarly baneful to all Europe. 

Nothing IS' to be hoped from th^t famine oi 
which the Newfpapers have long fpoken. It 
has, in Paris, ferved as a handle to the Common- 

(Cpunci} 
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Coui^cilagainft the Convention. But, the Con- 
vention has poffeflfed itfelf of means of fubfiftencc 
fully adequate to the national ncccflities. When 
fcarce and dear in the capital^ provifions have 
been found in fufficient abundance in the fur- 
rounding country. In fome parts indeed, particu- 
larly in Guienne, there has been a total failure. 
But the Convention had their reafons for diftref- 
fing with famine^ a province in which they 
dreaded the influence of the Federalifts ; and 
befides, from this province, as from others, the 
^rain had been csu^ried away to the frontiers, 
whither abundance attrafted defenders. Of this 
grain fome part was fent back to the inhabitants 
of the interior diftrids, after the frontiers had 
received fufficient fupplies. The exadt diftribu- 
tion which took place, for four months, in the 
departments, and the oeconomy which was con- 
fequently obferved, have removed all anxiety in 
refpeft to fupplies of provifions. 

France is at prefent far from being in want of 
grain. Plentiful crops are about to be reaped 
and gathered in, in fecurity, upon a foil of un- 
common fertility. Agriculture has obtained fuf- 
ficient attention, and has enjoyed encourage- 
ments which give labour new aftivity and vigour. 
Under a government which direfts the field of 
the foldier to be tilled by his fellow-citizens at 
home ; in a <:ountry in which the energy of por 
3 pulation 
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pulation foon fupplies to rural labours, thofe 
hands of which the towns and the armies have 
deprived them ; famine may be regarded^ as one 
of thofe vengeful fcourges with which divine 
wrath rarely afHids mankind. 

Befides, the greater the fcarcity of grain In 
the interior departments ; fo much the more 
eagerly would foldiers crowd to the frontiers of 
the Empire. Famine and rapine would defolate 
them together j and the Allies would have a new 
^ fpecies of defpair to contend with, one obftacle 
more to furmount, another danger peculiarly for- 
midable, to face. 

Tlie animals requiftte for human fuhjiftencey are 
more rapidly confumed than reproduced. But 
the armies enjoy the wafte. The inhabitants of 
the provinces, daily withhold animal-food from 
themfelves, that they may rather beftow it on 
the foldiers, fome voluntarily, others in obedi- 
ence to law. Animal-food is, in confequence 
of this, very rare Jn fome diftrifts, in others, as 
for inftance Normandy,, fufEciently plentiful. 
Horfes are fenfibly diminiflied in number. Thofe 
which the Convention procures out of Switzer- 
land, and from the neutral powers, are not e- 
qual to fupply the confumption of labours above 
the ftrength of thefe animals,^ — wherever they are 
employed, — of the convoys, and of the armies. 
At the fame time, truth obliges me to declare/ 

that 
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that agriculture has ftill nearly a fufficient num« 
ber of horfes for all its purpofes. The aftonifh- 
ing wade of horfes has hitherto been fupplicd 
chiefly by withdrawing them from the fervice of 
luxury, from the ufes of trade, and from the ac- 
commodation of ordinary life. The pofts are as 
plentifully fufniflied with horfes, as ever ; their 
courfes have been neither relaxed nor interrupt- 
ed. 

. Cloths are fabricated at Sedan, Louviers, and 
Elboeuf, in large manufadturing eftablifhments* 
They are more rapidly made than formerly, but 
lefs beautifully finiflied. The price is higher 
than formerly ; and as it is eafy to elude the law 
by which it is fixed at a certain, rate ; the wool- 
len manufadures of France may go on for fome 
time longer. They may furnifh clothing for the 
Nation, till the end oi the year 1796. The va- 
luable animal which yields the wool has been 
taken under the proteftion of the Convention ; 
and the confumption of mutton is already dimi- 
niflied. 

Iron, lead, and copper are ftill in fome fort 
plentiful. Neither private houfes, nor public 
monuments have yet been ftripped of thefe me- 
tals. The demands of tyranny have been hith- 
erto fupplied, without any ufe of thofe immenfe 
refources. All the roads and rivers are conti- 
nually covered with cargoes of brafs and bell- 

metaL 
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metal. Four thoufand bells at Rouen are about 
to be transformed into cannon. All the depart- 
ments aflFord large refources of this nature. The 
French Nation mean to ufe them all, and thus 
to weary out the Allied Powers, till it fhall be 
abfolutely impoiSble for them to end the war 
with vidlory. 

There is an abfolute want of leather, foap, 
and tallow. Individuals find extreme difficulty 
in procuring even fmall portions of thefe arti- 
cles, very inadequate to their wants. In feveral 
difl:ri£ks, and even at Paris, linens are whitened 
wifb a preparation of chalk and greafe* Perfons 
in the eafiejl circumjiances, are obliged to wear 
wooden Jboes, and tofendthofe which they have of 
Itatber to the army. In certain parts of the re^ 
public, fhirts and bed-clothes have been put under 
requifition. At on6 time, the requifition for 
thefe articles was about to be extended over all 
France. 

The people are every where in the utmoft 
wretchednefs (20.) Butter, fallad-herbs, beans 
andpeafe, are all taken from them^ and placed 
under requifition for the pl^fit of the Republic. 
At the firft demand of a Coramiffary or Admi- 
niftrator, they are obliged to give up even the 
neceffaries for their own fubfiftence, — even the 
ox orfheep which has been weighed alive , regifter- 
cd, and left with the oyuner, only that be might 

keep 
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keep it far the republi€, Oils> beer, and hrzxkij 
become every day lefs and lefs plentiful. For- 
age and oats are demanded even before har- 
veft. 

Taxes ff perfonal labour fire every where exr 
afted. The farmers and labourers are employ- 
ed in the moft laborious carriages at more than 
50 leagues often, frpm their own homes^ — and 
dare not a& their wages* He who refufes or 
remoAftrates, is dragged to prifon. The father 
is Miged to denounce^ and profetuie his pwnjin^ 
if be be put under requi/itim : for he who flees 
from requUilion, is accounted an emigrant; 
and the whole property of his famUy/foon aftei: 
feqneftrated. The defpair i$ general; but^err 
four holds it filent and ina£Uve. The pe^\p 
are in want •f every neceflary ; but imioediate 
plenty and peace afe promifed them ; and they 
endure, becaufe they hope. 

Through all France, faltpetre is eagerly fought 
in every place that affords, or appears to afford 
it(2K) It is manufadurbd into gunpowder ^ 
\(4th better fuccefs than the firft trials ieemed to 
promife. Perfons ikilled in the manufadure^ 
have been fent throughout all parts of the re- 
public, vfki have cofomunicated their 1^11 to o- 
tfaers with the utaioft pofl^Ie aiEHvity. A .mil- 
lion of men are at preftnc employed {a fhis work, 
which is mojB: liberally rev»ded. Yet, the gun- 

L powder 
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powder 18 '^lefs plentiful than other articles of 
ammunition ; and inferior in quality, to that uf- 
ed by the Combined Armies. However, the 
neutral powers affift France with powder, and 
give great hopes, that they will cohtinue and 
augment their fuppUes. 

The requifitions, that new fpecies of defpo- 
tifm, which turns to the folc purpofe of defence, 
all the men, and all the other refources of the 
fociety ; thefe requifitions at firft difgufted and 
irritated the inhabitants of both town and coun- 
try, and excited numerous infurreftions ; but 
have at lead produced or general impreffion of 
tcrrour, whjch notiiing refills. They are now 
confider^d, as arifiiig from that neceffity by 
which the nation belieVfe-themfelves urged to 
oppofe enemies whofe courage is reprefented to 
them, as favage ferocity; ; Every Frenchman is 
content to employ one part of his property for 
the defence of the reft. Compliance with the 
requifitions, is confv^ered as an artiqie in the 
treaty of peace, to the bringing of which about, 
every department eagerly concurs, while all con- 
tinue to hope for it. To fuch a length have the 
Committee of Public Safety proceeded, fince 
the very firft, in this defper^e meafure, that 
they may, for fome time yet to conie, difpofe at 
will of the labour and fortunes of their fellow 
dti;5ens,-:-raife ariilhrs as tzfily as emit affig- 
' *^ nats, 



. . IN MAY, .1794. as 

nats,— and trajisfer the: iohabitams of rtowii.aftii'. 
of coimtry, firom one part to aapther of tlje.eitfe- 
pire,' as they, pkafe. 

Eight hundred and fifty thoufand eS^&ive 
men in :arms» obey thdr orders in the fields. 
The number, may be augmented ^ as there is 
reafon to fear > that it will be, ^hen the cojaclu-. 
fion of the labours of harvefl; and feed-time, 
fhall havif Ipft thofe.who are now bufxedJa huf- 
bandry, at libcacty, to repair to the armies. Aq- 
cordi«g,jtQ all.appearances, Ei'ance may, in the 
end ;o£ the: campaign,' ent^r with new vigour,: 
upon mealurejs .of general offence; unlefs the 
Allies (hall, before that time, have accompUih**' 
ed their, purpofes in the entire ruin of tm* ar-, 
niies. . . ''.:/' 

It i$ impdifible to. mention the ftate pf th« 
Public Rjsve.nujb, without obferving, that, in 
refpedt of it, the French have, for the moment, 
raifed themfelves to a fuperiority over all the 
reft of Europe combined. Seven ninths of the 
land are the immediate property of the Repub- 
lic. This permanent pledge for a paper, which 
no longer requires a pledge for its valu$, has 
become inexhauftible, in confequence of the fte- 
quency with which property changes matters ; — 
and always to the advantage of the Affedibly ^ 
which contrived the phu of declaring the whole 
lands of France to be national property, of r€^ 

giftering 
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^fterlng the tenrkory, as well as the pobliG 
debt, in a^r^ii/^M)ft,:-*aiid of fetting a fecoad 
time, the property of the clergy and nobles (23), 
on pretence that it had been, at firft, di^ipcd 
of, at a price much below it& adual rsAxke. 

The tnie> value of the aflignatd, is, at {^dent, 
determined by the law of the maxinuim^ which 
fixes the prices of ail neceffaries that are to be 
bought -with affignats. This law is, howeyer, 
eafily eluded in exchanges between private indi- 
vidualb. But, this only enfures its execution 
in favour of the Republic, which is the only 
profitet by it« Eight fafondred millioiu of affg- 
nats clog circulation. This alarming truth has 
been publicly avowed by the Commiitee upon 
the Revenue, itfelf. Not a merchant but 
knowS) that^ as the quantity may be enlarged, 
without detedion, if the numbers be repeated, 
or not exprefled \ they muft amount adually to 
a fum- much greater than the above* Not a 
FfenchmaH but dreads a fatal events by which 
this poor retnarns^ of his fortune may be loft in 
hiis own hands* 

The Convention have encouraged the Nation 
tohope^ that the %eci^ would again make its ap- 
pearance. And this hope has been very anxi- 
Oiifly indulged^ But the war renders it impc^- 
ble for them to accompliih what they promifed. 
The total expences of the ftate amount to fifteen 

or 
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or fixlera miliians in the day^. The Inontbs of 
March and April, opening the campaign, coft 
in exiraorctinary pr^>arations, five or fix milli- 
on» Diore in the day (24). But, fears are en^- 
tertained of a new paper whkh might abolifh 
affignats, as the ailignats have banifhed fpecie 
from circulation, — and confine them to the pur- 
chafe of national property. 

The National Convention have, in their trea- 
fury, five hundred millions of livres, in gold and 
fllver coin. The mint at Paris, to which were 
conveyed all quantities of the precious metals, 
feond in the provincial mints at the time of their 
fiippreffion, contains about feventy millions in 
bullion. Thefe fums are daily augmented by 
fines and confifcations. The plunder of the 
churches produced two and thirty millions. No 
confeCTated plate remains in the kingdoms; even 
family-chapels having been fpoiled. For thefe 
eight montbi^ all the churches in Paris have been 
flyut up. The churches in the provinces have 
been ftut all up, fucceflively. 

Nor is it impoffible, that the French Repub- 
lic may one day have gained pofTeffion of all the 
money of the other European nations, when 
their treafures ihall be wholly exhaufted ; and 
they may be free of all taxes, by means of the 
public domsans, at a time, when taxation ihall 

be 

4 
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be. carried anic^ig all othi^ nations to its utmofi: 
height. 

The Committf e. of Public Safely ha-ve abaa- 
doned the colonies^ knowing, chat the confuin|^n 
of France is too neceffary to America and Eu- 
rope, not, to be made", at all times, a grand ob- 
ject of their trade. The men, means,. and exer- 
tion requifite for the maintenance of a fleet, may 
afford vaft refource$ fpr a l^nd force. A people 
already formed to .fimplicity of life^ mil require 
little from the rclj: of Europe, but will always 
have much to furni/h-ito it. The. Convention, 
after accuftoming themfelves to thefe reafonings, 
have inftilled them into the minds of the Peopk,r 
fo that they may deftroy their harbours, burn 
their ihipping, and entrenching themfelves with- 
in, barbarifm, as within a rampart, aim a mor- 
tal blow at the trade of all other nations, by an- 
nihilating their own. If reduced to the laft ex- 
tremity, they will probably determine upon this 
defperate refource. • Yet, after their late defeat 
at fea, I am perfuaded that the pride of the 
members of the Committee of Public Safety, will 
prompt them to attempt the fitting out. of a new 
fquadron ; which I have no doubt but they may 
accomplifh. 

I have reprefented Paris, as the grand work^ 
jhop^ and arfenal of opinions, arms, and crimes. 
The public mind is here never at reft. Public 

enter- 
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entertainments fucceed executions ; even the 
executions liave become a fort of public fpeftacle 
which the people cannot want, nor their tyrants 
difpenfe with. Curiofity is not to be defrauded 
of its rights. The numbers which continually 
perifh on the fcafFold, from timd to excite and 
inflame it.. The very executions are a favourite 
gratification to the People. if 

The Aoyalifts have terminated a life which 
does honour to the caufe in which they died, 
with all the fteady, unihrinkirig fortitude of he- 
roifm (25.) - The magnanimous, and lamenta- 
ble examples of the moft virtuous of Kings and 
the greateft of Queens, have been their model 
and their laft confolation. '.■'.:- 

The mifcreants of democracy^Bom the Duke 
of Orleans and Father. Duchefne, to Briflbt and 
Danton, conduced by their crimes to the fcaf-' 
fold, have mounted it with a.firnmefs truly af- 
tonifeing, breathing the fury, of their opinioM, 
or fierce in thedefperate certainty that they could 
at no time hope for pardon (26.) 

That fex to whom nature feems to have grant- 
ed only fenfibility and perfonal charms, have 
furpaffcd in firmnefsand courage, the men .who 
have diftinguilhcd themfelves the moft by thefe 
qualities. But, this magnanimity has no eifed 
upon the multitude who have been fo long mif- 
led,. and whom their tyrants have diverted of 

every 
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every feeling of humanity (27.) The French Pco-^ 
pie no longer retain even the bare remembrance 
of that urbanity and gentlenefs, by which they 
were diftinguiihed above all other nations* They 
arc urged every day, more and more, into the 
imitation of Rome and Athens, with all their 
ancient vices about them, with all the hypocrify 
of liberty, and all the ektravagant fancies of po- 
pular fovereignty. 

Newfpapers, of the mod inflammatory fpirit. 
(38.) which have been multiplied to an aftonifii- 
ing number, keep up their frenzy. They con- 
vey the news of vidory, and furious hate againil 
the vanquifhed, to the extremities of the empire, 
with a degree of celerity, and with an univerfali* 
tyof comn^unication' which afford room for a 
new triumph. Defeat and misfortune are fo 
artfully fet forth (25.), fo dexteroufly accommo- 
dated to the circumftsmces, and to the temper of 
the people i that they have become a powerful 
means of encouragement, and the handle by 
which all confiderable .facrifices have been ob« 
tained. France has feen her enemies in her. ve- 
ry bofom, and fo near to Paris, that they muft 
no longer hope to terrify her. The retreat of 
the Duke of Brunfwick has produced effeds 
which would make the frontiers appear wide, 
were they contraSed even to the walls of the 
^pitals. An armed force, which is ever retreat- 
ing, 
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ing, but .iieyer advaaces, i$ contemned by the 
people. . The French Revolutibn, and the ar- 
mies lyhkh fupport it, mufl be attacked with 
the iame adivity which they tbemfelves continu- 
ally .exert againft their enemies. That flownefs, 
prudaure, and obfervance of the rules qf the mi- 
litary art, which direQ the attacks, and regulate 
the plans for operation oi the Combined Armies, 
-^ill more, thofe views which calumny and de- 
mocratic deceit afcrihe to them, daily deprive 
their arms of partisans, of CQmmunlc^tiQn^, and 
of good.wifhes in the interior parts of a king- 
dom which is governed by terrour. When tet- 
rourfliall have configned the * People wh6 are 
now its ihures, to quiet; when the habit of giving 
up their pofleffions to the public ihall have taught 
^em to forego the wants of luxury for the ffore 
ples^ng enpysients of peribnal tranquility, (and 
this dieir tyrants promife them) j^ there is reafon 
to fear, that the Allied Powers may be left alone 
with their armies, in that land into which fo ma^ 
ny victims of tyranny now invite them* 

7W and twenty thouftmd men and womtin are 
eot^ed in the pri/am rf the capital^ or have 
guards £er over them in their own houies, Si:c 
hundred and fjfty three thoufand were detained in 
the departments on the 26th ef April lajt (30.) 
Thb number has been fince augmented by aU 
thofc members of the order of the NobiKty who 
M were 
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were enjoined by the decrees to retire firdm Pa- 
ris, from all fortified places, and from all lea- 
port towns, and to appear every day before the 
municipality of the place in which they fliould 
be permitted to take up their abode. Three 
hundred perifh* daily by public puniihment, 
throughout the kingdom* The great difficulty 
of efcaping out of the kingdom occafionsyJri- 
cides^ which have become fo common that tbey 
are no longer thought remarkable. Lofe of for- 
tune, vexation, and difeafe, increafe the wafte 
of human lives. It is almofl certain, that all 
thefe caufesy in conjundion with inteitine and 
foreign war, have already diminifhed the popn- 
lation of France, by about ..twelve or thirteen 
hundred thoufand men. 

The departments being.not fo far gone as Pa- 
ris, in enthufiaftn and- public fpirit, and Seing 
impoveriflied by the crimes of the capital, in the 
•fame manner as the provinces were formerly 
impoveriihed by it^ luxury, feel moft fenfibly 
the crufhing burthen of the Revolution, and de- 
left it the moft But. they are attached to their 
fxteienr fate l^y a complication of private inte- 
refts ^ and are threatened by fuch a nuiltiplicity 
of dangers^ that they dare not roufe tfaemfelves 
to fhake off the yoke. While the hope of fo- 
reign aid is fo diftant and uncertain, they pre- 
fer the ignoniiny and depreffion of fervitude, to 

the 
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the ftrugglesy and fatal confequences of revolt; 
Every where are malecontents ; yet rebellion is 
no where likely to arife, until the flags of vie* 
tcMy and peace iliall wave together on the fame 
ramparts. 

Artois, Picardy, Brittany, and Normandy are 
the provinces in which a new order of things is 
the mod impatiently defired. In thefe provinces^ 
the ^ole mafsi o£ the people want only arms, a 
{ecore opportunity, and leaders, to rife in infur- 
redion, and declare openly againftth^ Conven- 
tion. Normandy will open its harbours 10 the 
firft fquadron that fliail offer to enter them. Its 
inhabitants will affemble round the firft* white 
flag that fliall be difphyed on the coafts, if they 
may only depend upon fteady protedion ; but 
they will not ad before receiving the fuccours 
wluch they implore. 

Unlefs, therefore, the Allied Powers fhall gain 
fome very remarkable advantages ; or UDlefs an 
exploiion ihould take place within the Convene 
tion or in Paris, which no one deputy hs^ fuffi* 
cient influence to accomplifh ^ no great internal 
change is:toi be expe&ed, that can prove favour- 
able to the views of the Cotnbinied Powers. Such 
a change would become almoft impoffible, if the 
Comnuttee of Public Safety (hould firfb compel 
thefe Powers to negociate for Peace* Thofe de- 
puties who have the chief influence, perhaps e- 

ven 
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ven Roberfpierfe hiinfelf, ma^ be brought to the 
Uock without occafiooing any grand convulfion. 
The fpirit of the Revolution would furvive foch 
events. A new AfiemUy would flill aft upon 
the fame principles. Jt is to Sans-culattifm thejr 
owe their ftrehgth ; only the Combined eSbrts 
of Europe will be fuffieient to deftroy it. 

Some deputies will, no doubt, fall the viffimls 
of their own low intrigues, axid profligate cor- 
ruption. But their iU*concerted proje&vili 
not impair the authority of the Committee of 
Public Safety; their punilhments will confimx 
its power. Unlefs fome remarkal^ dilafter 
ibould befall the zxxm (rf the Republic, the fbr« 
mation of no great &dion ot cotil^uracy, is to 
be espied before the end of the ^anqsaign. In 
the mean time, it is to be feated, diat the Com-^ 
mittee of Public Safety may have given France 
a new form of government ; and that Rober- 
fpierre may be eftabUfted attts head* For thefe 
feven months, faia plan has appeared to be^ to 
fbrm a fmall fenate, reprefentative and ele^ve^ 
aflembled at firft for a limited time, but afixrt 
wards to be prorogued or continued at tt|e pica** 
fure of a Council. .The members inay be elect 
tive and for life, under the prefidency of zHead 
not remov^abte^ -under an Appellation of which 
the predfe' fignification has not yet been fixed. 
fie would fie ^thout the fplendour of roy&ky, 

the 
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the Sovereign of a RepuUio in fetters. He would; 
be mrefted. ^ve& with the flatfaotity of opinion^ 
by grantiilg to ail paftii^ wliat they defire, and 
prote&iQg them front -what they fear. For, not 
to cbnced a truths be wboJ^tUd, now refttirrttf 
the French Nation tbefecurity of. life andprkufti 
prepettjj might . affurediy reign ever them. Thi 
general wearinefs of their prefent condition^ isfuebj 
that they wtuild acknowledge any fettled government 
with joy* 

This pianha^ been gradually and impercepti^ 
biy entered intD execution, within thefe lad foiir 
mdnths ; the people are divefted of the nondna-^ 
tkmtortvii emjddyment^, municipal inagiftra« 
€ie$, judicial, of adminiftratiYe officer The con^ 
vocation of the primary affemblies is prohibited. 
The reToliitiooary government, that is^ the vio« 
lition of sdl laws, even thofe newly inftitnted by 
the Conventioii, has been by necejfiiy fanfUoned^ 
and ^Ubiiihed, to continue for the duration of 
the war. The Committee <:>f Public Safety di& 
pofi» of all powers and bfEce$. Its authority 
was never greater, or more fully recognized^ 
than at pref<^t, when a great part of the revohl^ 
tionary committees are tibout to be divefted 6f 
all their uifluence. The transference of p9>per- 
ty determined upon, produces every day new 
fic^kxcOis and atcufations of crimes, in order to 
tim bringing of thofe to the Scaffold, who have 

enjoyed 
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enjoyed property or priidlegds. Thofe who pe- 
rifli not on the fcaflFold, will probably be iranf- 
ported {^^i). Their poffeifions muft be fliared 
out to the armies, and to the partifans and fup- 
porters! of the new Government. Peace and the 
abolition of taxes may then confirm that new 
Govemnicnt, and produce a new people by 
whom all other governments may be overturn- 
ed, and the thrones of Europe levelled in the 
duft. The Republic of France muji perijb ; or 
the governments of Europe fail before the end of 
the century. Such are the projeds :whidi the 
Comtnittee of Public Safety avows, every day 
more and more openly. Thofe very words of- 
ten fall from Rober^ierre and Barrere. 

The events of every fuccefliye day. give new 
force, and probability to thefe fears. The crimes 
eorrefponding to the French chara&er, are ex« 
haufted. They begin to renew thofe of Greece 
and Rome. A new fstihioh of drefs even,-^-has, 
for this lad year, been provided for the ufe of 
this nation, who are deftined to retain hone of 
their ancient habits or cuftoms. The empire of 
the fenies has fuch power over the multitude, 
that the Grecian and Roman garb may perhaps 
make them forget, that France alone is their 
country. Gymnaftic exercifes, . running and 
wreftling ; feilivals of triumph, an oaken gar* 
land, and the pantheon \ .theatres confecrated 

tQ 
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to the entertainment of the people, and formed 
on the models of thofe of antiquity, which have 
been admired through all fucceeding ages, — 
may long difguife flavery under the deluftve co- 
lours of liberty. A religion which fliould au« 
gur the defcent of the God of Vidories, and of 
Juftice upon the earth, might perhaps«compleat 
the fpell, render it vain to regret the paft, and 
produce a cordial and fuicere attachment to the 
prefent. 

Thefe principles, upon which the public 
fchools have been inftituted, indicate fufficiently 
thofe upon which the prefent rulers defire to 
form the national chara&en The rifing genera^ 
tion who have fucked in the fpirit of mad re- 
pttblicanifm with their mother's milk, will be 
rendered the moft dangerous people in the 
world. They will feek opportunities to exer- 
dfe their valour ; their republic mud be a mili'* 
tary one ; their principles, though falfe, will be 
foimd the moft fedu£Uve that man has ever had 
to combat ; fbr, what can be more flattering to 
the multitude, than the ufurpation of fovereign 
power, equality excluding all punifhment, rob- 
b^y fanftioned by Istw ? 

After this account of the ftate of France, and 
of the fchemes of its tyrants, — ^one may venture 
to afiert, that allpeace^ accommodathnj or n^oci' 
a^QTi with tif French RsfublU^ would bi a hei* 

nous 
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ntws crime again/i focial order. They ftrive to 
feize or d^ftroy the property of sdl other ftates* 
No treaty could be fecure with mea who have 
fwom to violate every treaty. By any femf§ra^ 
-ry peace winch might be made with fbem^ n$ne of 
ihofe mif chief i would be adverted which £iir4^e 
has to fear from them* The very germ of Re- 
volution muft be extirpated from France, other- 
wife, every other government may equally ex- 
peft to be overturned. 

This is the end to which the Committee of 
Public Safety direds all its ^orts. To fuch a 
degree is this the firft oJbjeQ: fio wfaidi it looks 
for the ftability of its goverament, that a part of 
its treafures, and a great many Emifl^es are 
employed, in all quarters, with an adivity and 
.a perieverance ai3ce indefatigatde, to fpread its 
principles, and the contagion of iffs crimes. In 
Piedmont, in Poland, in Italy, in Brabant, and 
even in England, attempts have been induftri- 
oufly made to propagate thefe principles. A 
very large fum was fent to Warfaw, £(^ this pur- 
pofe, in the beginning of March laft (32.) All 
the jewels of France have been carried to Tur- 
key, to bribe the Divan, in order to escite a 
powerful diverfion againft the two imperial 
Courts. 

Such being the refources, ajidd^gns of the 

Committee of Public Safety ^ ils -proje^ can 

I perifii 



IN MAY, 1794. 97 

perlih only with itfelf ; but its refaurces are £b 
laviflily employed, that they muft at length be 
exhaufled ; even although much more confide* 
rable than they have been here reprcfented. 

The Committee of Public Safety cannot en- 
hance that terrour with "vv hich they have already 
imprcffed the nation. The Allied Powers may 
alleviate and remove it. They may even direft 
it entirely againft the Convention itfelf. The 
general laffitude of the French Nation may af- 
ford them the moft powerful axd^ and the mofl 
effeftive alliance^ Let them only convince that 
unfortunate people, that the arms which they 
have taken up, are not to be laid down, until 
they (hall have rcftored monarchy, order, and 
property.' The Committee of Public Safety are o- 
hliged td make excufes even for their vi^ariesy and 
to talk inceffantly of peace to the people j that they, 
may perfuade them to the continuance of the war. 
Ify et the end af this campaign^ — be its fuccefs. ihhat 
it may, — that people fee themfelves again called up^ 
on, ta tnhaufi the poor remains of their fubftance^ 
infupport of their tyrants, without obtaining that 
peace with the hopes of. which they are flattered ; 
I will venture to fayy thai defpair mufh then pro- 
duce among tbemfome decifive convuljion. 

I dare affirm that the Committee of Public 

Safety, and the Government which fhallfucceed 

it, will figd it impoflible to refill two othet 

N years 
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years of war. They will obtain nothing from 
the people, but by the force of punifhment* 
Revolutionary expedients muft neceflarily de- 
ftroy and overthrow them, before the period to 
which they might otherwife prolong their exif- 
tence. But, they flatter themfelres with the 
hope of bringing the Belligerent Powers to a- 
gree to a peace in the enfuing winter ; and then 
they intend to employ all that clemency and fe- 
eurity can do, in order to confirm their power, 
and to extend the principles upon which it is 
founded, to the extremities of the earth (33)- 

This is the ftate of things ; thefe are the ene- 
mies to be combatted ; thefe the misfortunes 
and crimes, new in the.aimals of mankind, 
which are to be brought to an end. However 
great the dangers, — the refources againft thofe 
dangers are ftill greater. It is, no doubt, eafi- 
cr to overcome and abolifli fuch a government, 
than to be obliged to guard continually againft 
its aflaults (34). 

How fucceed ? Concerning the means of fuc- 
ccfs, I will not pretend to enlighten minifters fo 
eminent as thofe at the head of the principal 
cabinets in Europe. But they could not fee 
what 1 have feen. It is for this reafon, that I 
have thought proper to publifli it. This (ketch 
may perhaps appear to coiitain ftrikiag contra- 

diftions. 
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di&ions. But, in the afpcft of a revolution, 
fuch are to be expefted. 

I venture to fay, that as we know very exact- 
ly whkt pafles in France, and are fure of finding 
in it as many Allies, as there are malecontents, 
we inay with no great difficulty, efFe£t great 
changes. But we muft not deceive curfelves as 
to the means to be employed ; and we may be 
well affured, that not -a moment is to be loft, if 
we would lave Europe. 
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Note I. Page 44. 



About two hundred and eighty members are 
conftantly bufy in the Committees. An hun- 
dred, or an hundred and thirty are with the ar- 
mies, and in the departments, as reprefcntatives 
of the people. The remainder alone, regularly 
attend iYiQfeJJions of the Convention. 

.Note 2. Page 49. 
Nine millions of livres have been expended 
in the decoration of the Palace of the Thuille- 
ries, which is to be divided by a brazen railing 
from Carroufel'Square. Eighty millions are to 
be applied to the formation of canals ; and forty 
fnillions to the reparation of the highways : la- 
bourers arc employed upon thefe. A grand 
theatre, and the richcft and moft expenfive de- 
corations, are to be dedicated to the reprefenta- 
tion of Greek and Roman entertainments. The 
colleftion of the Mufaum^ the ticheft in the 

world, 
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world, is every day augmented at new expence, 
and with new pains^ Orders have been given 
for the fihifhing of the palace of the Louvre. 

Note 3. Page 53. 
The National Convention and the Thuilleries 
•were, for three days, invefted by fevcnty thou- 
fand armed men. The members bf the Briflb- 
tine and Girondift faftion paffed through their 
ranks to prifon. 

Note 4. Page 54. 
Marat, at three different times, within the 
fpace of four months, concealed himfelf in a 
cell under the church of the Cordeliers, and 
thence emitted, every morning, his invenomed 
flieet^ named the Friend of the People. He could 
act be perfuaded to yield obedience to the de- 
cree obtained againft him by the Briffotines, 
till at the end of fifteen days after it had been 
pafled, when he was fully aflfured, that his life 
was in no danger. 

Note 5. Page 54. 
This fad is afferted by an intimate friend of 
Marat's, and well afcertained. Marat faw his 
end approaching, and believed that his vital 
powers were wafted by poifon which had been 
given him by Roberfpierre. 

Not^ 
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Note 6. Page 54. 
It is eftabliftied beyond a doubt, by teftimo- 
nies obtained on the fpot, by a deputy of the 
Convention, who has at prefent great infljuence 
among the Jacobins ; that Roberfpierre made 
Grangeneuve and Fauchet his inftruments for 
bringing Charlotte Corday from the department 
of Calvados, to Paris, and for prompting her to 
affaffinate Marat ; by making her believe that 
Marat's end in flirring up the populace to licen- 
tious pillage,-— was,( to ruin and overturn the 
Commonwealth. Charlotte Corday affaflinated 
Marat, as a facrifice to the ftability of the Re- 
public. 

Note 7. Page 55. 
Gobet was fummoned before the Committee 
of Public Safety, and from them received 85 
thoufand livres, ta induce him to abjure his 
charader of Prieft, next day, before the Conven- 
tion. XVithin two months after, the fame Com- 
mittee delivered him over to the Revolutionary 
Tribunal, (it may not be improper to, obferve 
that the eftablifhment of" this tribunal, the requi- 
fitions, and the raifmg of the people in mafies, 
wiere planned by Danton), where one of the 
principal articles of the impeachment againft 
him, was, that he had received the fum of 85 
"" , thoufand 
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thoufand livres from diforganizers andariftocrats, 
for the abjuration of his religion. Hubert re- 
ceived each day, from the Committee of Public 
Safety, the fubjed of his paper for the next 
day, which was intituled Father Duchefne. It is 
an incontrovertible truth, that Camillus des 
Moulins was perfuaded to publifh bis fix num- 
bers of the Old Cordelier^ folely by the repeated 
felicitations of Roberfpierre. Roberfpierre be- 
lieving Defmoulins to be a fincere Republican, 
and dreading his chara£ker and principles, re- 
folved to bring him to the block, to which he 
had himfelf brought many others. 

Note 8. Page ^^. 

The Deputy La Croix, and three fuperior of- 
ficers in the army of the North, have averred at 
different times, and to different perfons, fince 
the month of July ; that Roberfpierre knowing 
the avarice of Danton, had long urged him to 
goto Belgium} affuring him that he might there 
make a great fortune, that he fhould have full 
powers from the Convention, and that all pecu- 
niary tranfadions fhould pafs through his han^s. 

Note 9. Page 58. 
Couthon is carried in a chair, to and from the 
Convention, and the hall of the Jacobins. He 
has not been able to walk for thefe eight months; 

but 
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but he only labours, on this account, the more 
induftrioufly to fcrve the purpofes of Robcr- 
fpierre. He cannot poffibly think of being any. 
thing by himfelf. His fortune amounts to a 
million and a half (62,500!. Sterling.). Barrere 
has three millions (125,0001. Sterling) in Italy 
and Denmark ; this he acknowledged himfelf, 
about three months ago. St Juft faid, in No- 
vember laft, The Marquis de Fontvieille (his 
name before the Revolution) was ruined by the 
decrees of the Convention ; hut a mijfion to the ar^ 
mies, and fix months in the Committee, willfoon af- 
ford me much more than be loft. 

Note 10. Page 60. 
A deputy going upon a commiffion, common- 
ly waftes 15 or 20 thoufand livresin the month, 
for his perfonal expences. The Reprefentatives 
of the People travel in carriages which belonged 
to the Court and the Emigrants, and are drawn 
by fix or eight horfes. They, alrooft all, keep 
open table ; they empty every where the wine- 
cellars which have been fequeftrated for the be- 
nefit of the Nation ; and abandon themfelves to 
the moft licentious debauchery. They have 
power of life and death ; and not a day paffes oh 
which they do not fend viftitas to punilhment, * 
while they take money at all hands for fetting 
them at liberty. One of thefe mifcreants, nam- 
ed 
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cd Andrew Dumont, has received immenfe fums 
at Abbeville, Amiens, and through all Picardy. 
He has even purchafeJ, by the intervention of 
a perfon of the name of Picot^ the hotel du Plouys^ 
one of the fineft in Abbeville, and has given 
him a commiffion to purchafe for him alfo the 
Eftate of the fame name. Le Vaffeur has ex- 
torted from the Arijiocrats of Lille and Flin- 
ders, about 600,000 livres, which he has tranf- 
mitted to Berne. Siblot and Legendre have re- 
ceived confiderable Turns in the departments of 
the Eure and the Lower Seine. Lc Bon has 
plundered Arras of about 500,000 livres, pilfer- 
ed from repofitories fealed up by his orders, — or 
extorted from the relations of perfons whom he 
delivered over to the revolutionary tribunal of 
that city. . Proofs even of legal validity, incon* 
teftibly eftablifli the truth of thefe fefts. 

Note n. Page 62. 
Henriot was formerly an Agent and Clerk 
upon one of the roads into Paris. He has no 
fortune ; and is daily engaged in fcenes of de- 
bauchery and drunkennefs. He was on the 
point of being fent to the Rovolutionary Tri- 
bunal, after the puniihment of Vincent and 
Ronfin. But, promifing a blind obedience to 
Roberfpierre, he was kept in his place, although 
the orders for his trial had been figned. 

O • Note 
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Note 12. Page 63. 
Payan, who under the name of National A- 
gent, IS the chief member of the Common-Coun- 
cil of Paris, came from Provence to Paris, at 
the order of Roberfpierre, whofe creature he is. 
He has no perfonal fortune ; but is a moft art- 
ful and abandoned villain. His perfonal afpeft 
is very like that of his patron, whom he refem- 
bles even in near-fightednefs and faintriefs of 
voice. Roberfpierre gave him, in the month of 
February, 17,500 livres. 

Note 13. Page 66. 
Not fevi^er than two hundred new dramas 
have been reprefented, fmce the loth of Augull 
1792. Without having witnefled the exhibi- 
tion, it is hardly poffible tb conceive any jufl: 
idea of their immorality and barbarity of fenti- 
ment and aftion. Barrere fpeaking of theatri- 
cal entertainments in the Convention, obfcrved : 
Tbe injipidity and whining f of tnefs of Racine^ emaf 
eulates a manly mind. The Sans-CuloUe Crebillon 
is the poet for a Commonwealth. 

Note 1 4. Page 67. 
All the great hotels in Paris, the churches, 
and the public fquares, are full of forges and ar- 
mouries^ The work is performed fo haftily, 

and 
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and with fo little fkiU, that great part of the 
guns are entirely unfit for (hooting. 

Note 15. Page 68. 

Eight and forty feftivals have been celebrated 
at Paris, in honour of Marat and Pelletier, every 
one more difgufting than another. Maufolaea 
have been erefted to them in all the town-halls, 
and their pidures are preferved in almoft all the 
houles in France. The orgies which have taken 
place, fince the abolition of the Catholic Reli- 
gion, exceed in frenzy, debauchery, and atroci- 
ous wickednefs, whatever had before difhonour- 
ed human nature. 

• 
Note 16. Page 71. 

Thefe very words have been feveral times ufed 
by Couthon and' Collot d'Herbois in the Jacobin 
Society ; particularly, after the reduftion of Va- 
lenciennes and the evacuation of Toulon. Col- 
lot d'Herbois is well known to have abftrafted 
from the ruins of Lyons, two millions and three 
hundred thoufand livres in gold, of which not a 
word has beeti yet faid in the Convention. 

Note 17. Page y'7>* 
There was an abfolute failure of black-cattle 
in the markets of Sceaux and Poiffy in July and 
Auguft laft. Normandy and Poitou, from 

which 
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which they had been ufually fupplied, were 
then partly in the hands of the Royalifts and 
Federalifts. The army of the latter advanced 
to Pafly. Nearly at the fame time, Valen- 
ciennes was taken, Toulon opened its gates ^ the 
cities of Tours and Orleans were in expectation 
of the Royalifts ; and thirty three counter-revo- 
lutionary bodies of men had affembled in diffe- 
rent parts of France. The Convention were in 
the deepeft confternation ; and it was even pro- 
pofed in the Committee of Public Safety, that 
they fhould remove to the Venaijftn country: 
Such was the general confufion and miftruft, that 
the Louis was then exchanged for 62 livres- 
afCgnats* Even in May laft, it was bought and 
fold for 50 and 55 Hvres-aiGgnats, at tlie rifle 
pf fufFering death for the tranfaftion. 

Note 18. Page 75. 
It is to be obferyed, that I fpeak here of the 
ftate of La Vendee, about the 20th of April laft* 
Want of provifions ; the difficulty of military o- 
perations in a Country through which it is for 
one half of the year, impoffible to march 5 and 
the defarts which have been barbaroufly formed 
by devaftation, around the heroes ; had driven 
them to inaftion, and had occafioned the dif- 
perfion of their parties, and the defertion of ma- 
ny of the peafants. 

Note 
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Note 19. Page 78. 
The loweft of the people in Paris, were at one 
time, on the point of abfolutcly wanting brea:d 
and butchers-meat. But, the rich, and thofe 
who had provided ftores for themfelves, were 
always fufEciently fupplied. Grain feized on 
the road by the revolutionary army, that is, by 
the people of Paris, came in, every night, for 
the ufe of the next day. Paris, which in the 
month of Odober required 16/^0 feptiers of flour 
in the day, had only 4 or ^oofeptiers for more 
than fix weeks. But, this fcarcity was always 
artificially created j for, in the neighbourhood 
there was plenty. 

Note 20. Page 80. 
It would be falfe reafoning, to conclude from 
the terrible mifery of the people^ that France is 
at prefent ravaged by famine ; for there is a cer* 
tainty that there will be no want of grain for 
this year. But, the grain is taken from the 
people as faft as it is cut down. It i$ then ac- 
Oimulated In granaries, for the ufe of the ar- 
mies ; there is left or diftributed in each dif- 
trid,*only that quantity which is indifpenfibly 
fteceflary for the fubfiftence of the inhabitants j 
and this horrible meafure fecures their obedience 
Jo their adminiftrators. The abfolute want of 

all 
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all other neceffaries leaves the people in mifery fo 
extreme, that they have not even the means for 
infurredlion. The hopes of happinefs and fecurc 
property with which they are continually abuf- 
ed, lengthen out their patience, "and foothe them 
to a longer endurance of their ills. 

Note 21. Page 8r. 
On pretence of difcovering falt-petre in all 
thofe places in which it is naturally produced ; 
houfes, walls, office-houfcs, and gardens, are fo 
induftrioufly examined, dug up, and taken down; 
that gold and filver are often difcovered where 
they have been hidden ; and the law gives a part 
to the difcoverer. 

Note 22. 
The Convention have regiftered all the Cre- 
ditors of the Republic in a book, which is the 
only written evidence of the debt : for the cre- 
ditors have been obliged to depofite their bonds 
in the ' national treafury, under the penalty of 
being deprived of them by force, and treated as 
fufpicious perfons. Under the name of Credi- 
tors of the Republic, are comprehended all thofe 
who were Creditors upon the property which 
has been taken from its former pofleffors by the 
Revolution. They ard all confounded together 
in the book, without any diftinftion of the par- 
ticular 
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ticular fubje£ls upon which their refpeftive fe- 
curities were originally conftituted. They have 
no obligation for the debt, but a ticket on which 
is fpecified fuch a fum due by the Republic ; no 
fecurity but the prefervation of the great book ; 
and no pledge, but the good faith of the French 
Republic. 

The Convention intend trying the fam^ game 
with the landholders, and mean to nationalise 
the whole territory of France. After judging 
of the rights to pojfej/ian, they will regifter, as 
the only title, the names of thofe whofe rights 
to their lands fliall be found valid. Thefe re- 
giftrations may be confidered as a new fpecies 
of aflignats ; for with the tickets accompanying 
them, the Convention pays all the debts of the 
ftate ; and they are received again, as money, 
for a certain time, in payment for purchafes of 
national property. On the firft of May, the lofs 
upon aflignats, was 38 per Cent. This new ad- 
vantage, favours the National fales, and brings 
tickets in, every day, to the National Treafury, 
where they are deftroyed. The low credit of 
both the tickets and the aflignats obliges all the 
creditors of the ftate to exchange their paper- 
money for national property ; fo that in the end, 
the Republic will owe nothing, yet will have 
paid nothing : for punifliments and decrees 
bring back, every day, by confifcation, a pa^t 

of 
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of the property fold. By purfuing this courfe of 
robbery and affafSnation, the Committee of Pub- 
lic fafety hope to have it in their power, to 
difpofe of a part of the land-property in favour 
of the army and the Sans-Culottes ; and with the 
other, to free the ftate from all taxes, and leave 
the nation without debts or affignats. 

The taxes, with the rents of the national lands, 
afforded laft year, three-fifths of the whole reve- 
nue : and the decree for a forced loan of a mil- 
Hard J left to no perfon, however rich, more than 
4500 livres for his fupport ; the reft of his annu- 
al income being taken for the ufe of the nation. 
This loan, however, produced not more than 
43 millions at Paris, where it fhould have pro- 
duced 87 millions ; and only 391 millions from 
all the reft of France. 

The project of the regijiration originated with 
the Abbe Syeyes ; and that inept financier Cam- 
bon, laboured upon it for nine months. 

Note 23. Page 84. 
The property of the Nobility which was not 
at firft eagerly bought, finds now, a ready c- 
nough fale. All find it for their fafety,- to take 
part in the dilapidation ; even the moft honeft 
men cannot, without danger, avoid it. But the 
Convention who put under contribution, all 
fears and all paffions, fend fometimes the ori- 

3 gioal 
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ginal proprietor of att eftate, aftd its nfew pur- 
chafer to the farhe pt-ifon ; the lattet becdittitig 
as guilty a^ the foriHer, a? fooh as he has gaiA^ 
aft ^tjual fbrtuttc. 

Note 24. Page 85. 

This ftatement is mathetftatically exaft. The 
momh of March laft, <:oft 830 ihilliofts : Aptil 
was Rated, in the Coitimittee upon the Rev«toufe, 
and in the Trtrfary, at 640 ttiillionj. 

Note as. Pagt 87. 
Such ^a)$ Count de L' AigIe-»-^\vho fai<i to Iht 
People : It is not my htad^ hut bt^ad, and p^ 
Kingj yottjhould tail for ; TA. 6t Laguiomarais, 
who continued to cry Long iwe thi Kin^^ to his 
lafl bt^ath : M. de TUhdutti, who faid to the 
People, / dit Jbf^ my Kin^j and you live to fertje 
affufftm : I pity you, for you are hired to applaud 
mj txecutiefi^ yet are at the fame time, forced t$ 
admire me. M. de Maleffierbes oppofed the 
ttanquil courage of a Wamelefs life to the furi- 
ous ekclartiations of barbarity. M. de Mont- 
jourdain, proudly avowed before his murther- 
ers, his courage and misfortunes on the loth of 
Auguft, and went from the prifon to the fcaf- 
fold, after confoling the forrows of thofe who 
were to follow hitn ; and after aftonifliing Ro - 
berfpicrre and the Committee of Public Safety 
P by 
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by a refignation fo magnanimous, that Rober- 
fpierre confefled, that none but a Royallfl could 
write, the la(t lines he was to fend to his wife 
and his father, in the prefence of his alTailihs, 
&c. 

Note 26. Page 87. 
Charlptte Corday died for the Republic, with 
all that courage with which the Roman matrons 
aftoniftied their Age. The Duke of Biron faid 
to his judges ; 27j, / deferve to die ; I avow my 
guilt ; but it is for having betrayed my king^ and 
ferved his enemies* The Duke of Orleans re- 
quefted the inlmediate execution of the fentence 
of death pronounced againft him, after boldly- 
declaring to the court that condemned him ;. 
/ am innocent ; but in fuch a Ripublic as yours y 
my death is necejfary ; I can meet it. Danton 
cried to the people ; Ere fix months pafs^ you 
i^^ill tear in pieces both the wretches who judge me^ 
and the villains by whom I have been delivered 0^ 
ver to them. They have fettered you ;< and now 
affajftnate you daily. Barnave cried out incef- 
fantly to the people ; Tou are unworthy of free- 
dom ; I defpife you too much^ not to defir^ 
death. Heraut de Sechelles whom his judges 
honoured with the imputation of a confpiracy 
to re-eftabli(h royalty, arrogantly replied ; I call 
thefe walls to witnefs^ that in this place ^ I have e- 

veY 
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*oer contended againji defpotifm and monarchy. The 
Revolutionary Tribtinal fits in the palace of juf- 
tic^ ; and Heraut de Sechelles had been attor- 
ney-general to the parliament of Paris. Camil- 
lus Defmoulins, died With ?ill the fallen heroifm. 
of hardened guilt, at a time when Re well knew, 
that his wife was to fdliow his fate. Gorfas 
maintained like fortitude. Even Grammont, 
who was for fix days fucceflively gorged inblood, 
on the 2d of September, — fet an example of firm- 
nefs in death to his fon, after having exhibited 
himfelf to him, through life, as model of wic- 
kednefs. 

Note 27. Page 88. 
The bittereft irOny purfues the dying wretch-- 
cs to the very fcaffold. Children of ten or 
twelve years of age, may be often feen to luck 
up the blood greedily, as it flows from the exe- 
cutioner's ftroke. 

Note 28. Pagp 88. 

Eighty-feven daily papers are publiflied in 
Paris. Every municipality in France, receives 
at leaft, two or three of thefe, along with a mul- 
titude of proclamations and addrefles. 

Note 
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N6te 29. Page 88. 
The taking of Landreciesi, a veiy decifivc e- 
vent, at the opening of the campaign, produced 
^o emotion among tbe people, at Paris : But, a 
very coniiderable agitation in the Committee of 
PubUor Safety, and in the Convention. 

Note 30. Page 89. 
Two thirds of thoiSp who have been tak,en in- 
to cuftody, in Paris, and in the departroents^ 
..have one or two Sans-cuJattea appointed to keept 
them, and hold their perfons in readine& to be 
forthcoming to the Committee of General Secu- 
rity : And to each of |he(e Ictief^f s, they are 0- 
bligcd to pay fi3i: livrea in the day* 

Note 51. Page 54.. 

My tranffprtatioHy is to be underftood the 
maflacre of all who are condemnied ^ undergo 
that punifhment. The trouble is not taken, to 
convey them tp: Cayenne, qt J^qpf^ Marat (Port 
Dauphin in the ifle qf Madagafcar). They- are 
crowded on Ipoard li^aky yeffels, prepared on 
puxpofc } and tken, funk. This h»s. be/eni done 
three times in the l^oire;. At the laft tran/ftor- 
talitmy fix hundred and forty perfons periihed. 

Note 



r 
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Note 32. Page 96.. 
Elev^ix mUUoii$, and five hundred thoufand 
UvTCS in gold aud fxlver fpecie, were fent to Pok 
land* ia the end of Fchruaryj^ and the begianing 
of March laft% This faft has been acknowledg- 
ed by feveral dcputie? in the Convention, and 
by one of the persons who had the charge of re- 
mitting thi3 fum. to Switzerland* 

Note 35. Page 98. 
The Committee of Public Safety rcckoa ^ 
confidently upon the difunion of the belligerent 
powers and upon mifunderftandings aimong: 
their cQurts.; that not a day paiTes, on vrhiah 
grQundJtefs hopes of thefe evemts axe not k^ 
QUt ta the people in the newfpapers ; and even 
in thje Convention* Roher^erre flatters him-i 
fel^ t^t thoie Princes whofe donunions are th^ 
moil fecure from the contagion of French prin-. 
ciples, wili drop off, one by one from the alii* 
ance, as their tempers become weary of th^ 
war, or their refources are exhaufted. At the 
opening of tkk campaigm, he believed, that the 
Allies would not be able to. proiecute the w^ 
throuj^ QM0 fwxth part of the foafon. Da 
th^XK thought, and feid to ai deputy in the (Jem- 
ventlon^ wh^^as aUb. a member of the Coin* 
jijUjt^ qf Genwal Sequrity. " Fear^ money ^ ar 

** intrigue 
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^ intrigue mujl foon detach fame one or other of 
" the Allies from this formidable combination** 

" Our furefi fuccefs^ faid Barrere, on the 2 2d 
of April, will arife not fo much from * the defeats 
of the Allies^ aifrom their errours ; our greateji 
vineries will be thcfe of which we fhall fay no- 
thinly Next day, he ackaowledged to three 
of his intimate friends, that the war must 

BE ENDED THIS YEAR ; FOR, THE GUILLOTINE 

AND THE Convention could do no more. 
Roberfpierre fays in the Committee, whenever 
he fends new viftims to the Revolutionary Tri- 
bunal J / am coining money. In no age, has there 
been a profcription fo long continued, as that of 
which the Revolutionary Tribunal has, for thefe 
fifteen months, been the inftrument* Revolu- 
tion marches with rapid ftrides over Europe ; 
Univerfal property has been promifed to the 
Sans-culottes of France : But, I repeat what I 
have already faid, that the Convention cannot with- 
Jiand a fourth campaign^ nor the Revolution, two 
other years of war. - . 

Note 34, and laft. Page 98* 
, I'he Jacobins and the Convention are ftrong, 
chiefly in the terrour with which they fency, 
that they 'have impreflFed all Europe. They drive 
daiJyto perfuade the people, that Sovereign 
Princes recognize and refped the deputies of 

the 
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the Convention, and the Conftituted Authorities, 
Every Reprefentative of the People, who is with 
the Armies, or in the Departments, has orders 
from the Committee qf Public Safety, to encou- 
rage this opinion in the. courfe of his miflion. 
A fcoundrel of the name of Dufourny, faid in 
the hall of the Jacobins, in the month of Janu- 
ary laft, upon occafion of a purging fcrutiny of 
the members of that Society : There is not one a- 
mong us J brethren and citizens^ -who does noij with 
exultation^ acknowledge his confraternity with the 
immortal Drouet, and with thofe virtuous reprefen- 
tativer whom treafon has immured in dungeons. 
Let us not be anxious for their fate. Our enemies 
dare make no attempt upon their lives ; for^ they 
know, that all the Kings in Europe would be made 
refponftjple for the confequences. We Jhall foon fee 
again thofe martyrs of liberty among us. Amar 
and Guffroy have held the fame language in the 
Committee of General Security. The Jacobins 
think themfelves more formidable than they ac- 
tually are. When the nation fliall ceafe to dread 
them, I venture to fay, that they will then be- 
come more formidable than ever. 

The Committee of Public Safety retain the 
power of difpofing of all the refources of France, 
only in confequence of daily promifing a fpeedy 
peace to the people, and by perfuading them 
that thofe who fall on the fcafFolde, are their e- 

nemies. 
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nefliks. But, weariners and defp&ir are utuiref- 
fal. In the month of Febrtwify, Robeffpiferre 
was fo terrified, that he refolved upon a general 
attack around the whole frontiers ; and upon the 
moft extraordinary efforts agajnft the Allied 
Powers. Such e'^rts, the Convention cannot 
long continue, or renew, if oUig^ to purfoe 
the war. Roberfpierre fpares nothing, to briftg 
it to a termination in this campaign ; he muH 
give peace and a regular gotemment to Rrttftce, 
againft winter ; othcrwife, his fall is inel^table. 



II. 



IIL • 



Abflrailofa Pamphlet^ publijhedin anfwer to the 
preceding firji part of Count Montgaillard^s 
work ; written in French^ and intituled^ Ra8- 
suRiz Vous, &c. 



i HE writer of this anfwer, after fome intro- 
dudory obfervations, proceeds to (late his ob- 
jcftions to whatever fcems favourable to the 
French Republicans, in what Count Montgail- 
lard has faid, in the foregoing pages, on the 
fyfiem rf the war^ and the refources which the 
Allies may Jind within France ; on the ftatc of 
ha Vendee ; and on the internal condition "of ^ 
France. 

On the fyftem of the war^ and the refourcet 
^hicb the Allies may find within France for car- 
Tftng it on ; he maintains, in oppofition to Count 
Montgaillard j 

% Tl^t 
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Thar, the military force of Paris, if hbffile to 
the Committee of Public Safety, are fuflfcitttfly 
powerful to overthrow it j that the province* of 
Artois, Picardy, Brittany, ^nd Norniandy;'if 
impatient for the reftpration of the old gdfvtern- 
ment, would furely have rifen in arms ere tJiis 
timei to reftore it ; that, fmce neither the'Pan- 
fian militia, nbr the maritime provinces', 'litte 
as yet rifen openly and decifively a^alttftvthe 
Revolutionary Government, — the AHi^ ' #6<iid 
therefore afl: imprudently, iiP they '/libiiM atR^r 
the plan of ^tTieir operations, upon atiV drfu- 
five* views which may be held but to pel-fiiade 
them, that the fubjefts of the Reptiblic'^i-e 
ready to overthrow it with their own hiviA^J' 

On the ftate of La Vendee^ the author' tif the 
anfwer^ obferves ; . r. - : 

That,' if the force and the refoluti^ MFthe 
infurgents in La Vendee, Were fdch a^^Mi^de 
• Montgaillard has reprefented them ; /;6^ Wdld 
/ hardly have been reduced to their ^riiwAt dif- 
trefs ; but, in fpite of any flight differehftfei'of 
dialefl: and opinions, would rather ^ve advanc- 
ed with the fpreading fury of a conflagration, 
till all the difcontented had joined thdihy^OTd 
the Revolutiomfts had been deftroyed'f . ^:A!nd . 
that therefore, inftead of fending a Jbfce'^ J^to 
La Vendee, as M. de Montgaillard advifes, the 
^ beft wifdom of the Allies will be,^ftill to pur- 

fue 
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fae^i yritii fteadinefs and vigour, their prefent 
pl^j:^ of operation. 

• iCJopcjeri^ng the internal Jiate of France in ge- 
ncrq( ;• the ajdthor of the anfwer contends ; 

. Xh^t, . fiucie thirteen hundred thoufand fouls 

h^vej^^W already loft from the population of 

J?|ip(5^ ia confequejace of the Revolutipn, — of 

wj^%ai;^ hundred thoufand may be reckoned 

tp l^fjYg periihed on the fcaffolds, by fuicide, or 

>t^y>W^^frT^he reft to have fallen in war\j fmce 

•t||f jifpgWicaw have eight hundred and fifty 

.$|ifl5pf;^^ nxeu conftantly in arms,, as neceflary 

C9|^B[^^e, adequate oppofition to the Allies j aujd, 

..4incj5|jt^, wjjir thus appears to confume annually 

abQfi^Vfo^ur hundred thpufand men, the flower 

, fjf |l^e, population of France : Therefore y it muft 

be abfurd to pretend, that this wafte of pqpula- 

ft}pu^cjp.be.rppjaire4 during the continuance of 

,{fhf;j>yp^ ^with fupplies equal to fo .prodigal a 

/jgQ^i^^iptiou of human lives : 

^i\r^ "^^f^^^l^ (f^gricuhure oi France muft unquef- 

'O^fW^Wyh^^ in a declining ftate, for want of 

:i^few4?f'^^ all the young peafants between the 

p,,^fS.,QJt eighteen and thirty-fiv€, have in the 

^j^u^le.pf ,thefe two years, been under requifiiion 

, ,rj^r the, ^rm^y ; fince the huft)andmen who were 

, . X^ix, tp. till th^ ground, could not profecute chear- 

fully, thofe. labours of which the fruits were ftill 

jraviihed frpm them by requifttiom ; and fince 

'" ■ '>hc 



124 RASSUREZ FOUS. 

the greater number of thofe who have faeea Ifeft 
at home, have been attra£bed to the towns hmm 
time to time, jind have been employed in thein^ 
numerable offices of the executive govemmeot'; 

That fuch numbers of horfes and oxen hare 
been cozifumed during thefe two years is the 
fervice of the armies, and of the potfts ; and the 
breeding or importation of others, to foi^y the 
coniumption, has been fo entirely Imiddredt; «s 
to leave it impoilible, that France, which w» 
never eminently well fuppKed with bqafts for. 
draug-ht or burthen, fhould, even at tins tikie^ 
have enough of horfes and oxen for- the fervice 
at oiice, of hufbandry, of interior carriages, ^ 
the ports, and of the armies : 

That the fcarcity of lambs attdjbetp wat /ve- 
ry great, befort thofe decrees were pafled, which' 
forbade them to be farther confnm^ 5 w i«iex4 
preffed in the very decrees referred to, -and ia 
the fad, that thefe animals are weighed alti^]b, 
and then committed to the keeping ^^^Jy ^f 
thofe who are, in right, their proprietors y fof ! 
which reafons, nothing but extreme and uncom* 
fortable parfimony of clothings can make the 
fuppUes of this 'article furniflied to the Frendh 
by internal manufadure, to hold out, as Mv de 
Mofttgaillard fuppofes that they may, till the 
year^i796 f . 

That 
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lifaat die oftentadotts indifference wiiich the 
RevdinioiUKry rulers of France exprefs, £iSfthe 
ihterdks oi cmnmeree^ has already rained the 
vine'diftrids \ reducing the peafants to fuch 
dHh«fS)«~particularly * in the neighbourhood of J 
BDtirdeaua[,--^that9 after confuming ffich wild 
faerbsras afford any nouriftanent) they lay thent- 
feiFe»'i4cfirn in defpair, and to their children's 
criesi&ribt«ad, can only anfwer, ^r infants^ 
'ummu/tdle^' it is GvcPs mil/ While the traf- 
fic bf^dipdrtation £raift<jhaiently cetrtied on for 
the "tenedc of members of the Convention, flievs 
dmtvdiey^'are not indi&rent to the profits of 
trade; and' the efforts which tiiey "are faid to 
make, in order to creates new naval force, feem 
to ^(nre^ that they will continue t6 layiih the 
rdb«t€es!of their country, till thrfe fhall be 
whdly* ieacbaufted, &s well upon their naviga- 
ti(m, b^iupoa their armies : 

f%k,bthofe famous which rend the Conven- 
tion, prei^il no lefs.in the adminiftrative bo* 
diw, asnd^throngh every cldfs, and every fubor- 
dinste :Qotnmonity of citizois within, the Em- 
piM^i ' 

That the want of leathery foap^ and tallow ^ 
and the extraordinary fcarcity of oil, beer, ^nd 
brandy, are Angularly ftrong proofs of the ex- 
haufted condition of France; as mofl of thefe 
things were formerly produced or manufadured 

within 
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tirithin the kingdom, in the greateiLi^abtltt* 
dance : - !. .-. 

That, if famine have not yet reduced the in- 
habitants of France to the neceffity of accepting 
fuch terms of peace, as the Allies are wiUing to 
grant ; the chief reafon of this, is to be found 
in the indefatigable vigilance, and the sacceileis 
cruelty of the Republican rulers ; undef t the 
terrour of which, the people fubmk to Jdicrjby 
inches — of hunger, rather than utteittnurmurs, 
ivhich would be inftantly filenced by tlieiilrcilx 
of the GuillotiM z . ^ O /ik' ' 

^ That, the lenity of/entiment withnriiiohafl tbe 
'Re^biuthnary Societies in fVance hairedHtfaertx) 
concun^^d with their demagogues, fbr.thetjnro- 
fecution of the war, has been the true 'ctatfe^df 
'their f^ceflbs, and is the only grounds oil-the 
ftability of tbeir powet; but dependingjcm>im 
enthufiafm, which is, by its nature trafiflibnt, 
mull fpeedily be diffolved into the moft furious 
difcord; which will enfure the fuccefs of the 
Allies, if they can only be induced to condud 
their counfels with more perfcft unity of de- 
figns, and confiftency of meafures, than they 
have hitherto difcovered : 

That Roberfpierre and the Committee of Public 
Safety, ftrong only in the ftrength of the Revo- 
lutionary Societies, n;iufl lofe the confidence of 
thofe focieties, and inevitably perifli, whenever 

they 
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they fhall appear to have departed from the 
genuine principles of the Jacobins, *ahd (hall 
openly aim at the eftablifhment of a tyranny 
ceatersd iR a fsw perfons. 

In the whole, this x^iterfccms to conclude, 
tbat^ wherever M. de Montgaillard may have 
appeared, in the preceding work, to contradi&, 
by repiretentations favourable to the Revolutio- 
mtryHGpovemment of France, thofe other fads 
ini/fais/inazTative, which ia;iply the ftrength of 
t&^f^cmtry to be exhaufted, and th^ Revolution 
nary Government to totter already on the brink 
dp finifl rain : Thofe reprefentatioc^.are mcor- 
redt^Q^d ^^^^ be^^ at leaft incautiouily.and in 
mistake, H not with difttoneft intentioiiia^ exbi- 
biteJd to the public, by MontgaiUard4 
i M^ de'MomtgaiUard, foon after, pi|h}i&ed the 
tfecqn^ip^tof hi$ worki of which a tranflatjoa 
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Smcond Part of^ or Sequel to Count MoNrcAit* 
LARD^ s . Account of the State of France^ in the 
Month of May lajt. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

In confideration of the notice which the work, 
intituled State of France in the Month of May Iq/lj 
ha& obtained from the pablic ; of the enquiries 
to which it has given rife ; and of the queftions 
which have been put to myfelf, fince its publi- 
cation, by feveral refpedable perfons : I think 
it my duty to add fome articles of farther infor- 
mation, to what I have already communicated 
in that work. 

I ihali not take the trouble pf either explain- 
ing or refuting thofc contradiftions, not lefs ab- 
furd than unfair, which unfaithful tranflators 
X R pretend 
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pretend to have found in my former publka- 
tion*. When readers or tranflators, do not 
underhand the French language, or do not chufe 
Jo underftand it ; when they join together parts 
of. different phrafes ; when they alter expref- 
fions, or torture them out of their true mean- 
ing ; it is, by fiich arts, as cafy, as it is bafely 
wicked, to find out contradidions ev^n in the 
moft folemn and unambiguous truth. It re- 
quires however, as much of partiality for guilt, 
as of propenfity to falfehood, — ^to enable any 
perfon to affert, that the terms Villainy AJfaJJiny 
Tyranty &c. names fynonimous with the appella- 
tion of deputy in the National Convention^r—^TQ 
not correftly applicable to the prefeut ruler^s of 
Jrance. 

As the tranflator of the State af France §sf^. 
(L, Wilkinfon) has Ihewn at leaft, fo unvch I^q- 
nedy, as to inform the public, that histranA^ 
tion was executed without my knowledge qr .ap- 
probation : I Ihall take no farther notice qfuhi^ 
criticifm or obfervations. » i ;.. 

.Explanations have been requefted from.mq^ 
by perfons whofe information and abilities I r^r 

fpea. 

* The Count refers here, to a very tmperfeft tranfla- 
tion of the firft part of his work, by a Mr Lucock Wil- 
kinfon of one of the Inns of Court, and to others retailed 
in the newfpapers'; 
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fpieGt. Thofe explanations will be found, I flat- 
ter myfelf, in the prefent work. 

I make no anfwer to the criticifm on my for- 
mer part, bafcly artful, while it wears an air 
of moderation, — ^which has been publiftied in a 
work intituled Rafurez Vous. But, to its au- 
thor, 1 would obferve, that the very title of his 
publication, fhews that he and I entertain dia- 
metrically oppofitc opinions, concerning the pre- 
feftt political fituation/ of Europe. 

The general fecurity of all Europe, was per- 
haps never more in danger, than at prefent. I 
have endeavoured to fhew the greatnefs, and the 
imminency of the general danger. Concerning 
the inftruments of mifchief in the hands of the 
Committee of Public Safety; I have ftated that 
they are formidable ; but, have at the fame 
tMne^ «Wowed the refources of the Allies to be 
mtieh mote powerful : I have urged the necefli- 
ty ' ctf ' guarding' againft errour in the choice of 
radafbre^ t I have afferted the extermination of 
the Jacobins to be ncceffary to the tranquillity 
of '^he world. I add, that he muft be the ene- 
my of human fociety, who (hall fay, ' Rajfurez 
Vom^ (make yourfelves eafy), before the danger 
be difpelled ; and this certainly cannot be the 
purpofe of the anonymous author above-men- 
tioned. 

\ 



i3Z 



STATE OF FRANCE 



. I haMei BO doubt, but the Urnie writi^ry *Ml& 
thfibelpof fomeinfidious hims, wfaiCfquotar- 
timiSy . and artfully cbofen occafions of iUence, 
may find, in this fecond part of my worfc^abun- 
djtoi: matter for another effu(ion o£ hisiadumary. 
For, I ftill repeat what I have, before advanced, 
as an opinion generally received in Frai^ce, that 
the efforts of La Vendee might have die^ fuUeft 
foccefs, if .they could obtain fpeedy fuGoour% 
and one of the Princes of iFramre to oonmdnd 
them : But, the author of Rajffurez Vous^ iiexa^ 
not to relifli this, opiniooy. o • 

Thi& author, \rho is exceedingly ill-inffwned 
concerning the, internal ftate of Franoe, H>f Pla^ 
ris efpecially ; not fatisfied with finding nothing 
but contradiftions through my whole work; 
has the gpodneis to attribute tome, and to com- 
bat a3 mine, tbofe contradidoiry appdat-anoes 
which daily arife from the events of the FrsniEh 
Revolutiouyt^thofe laconfiftent meafures whidb 
mark the conduft of the Jacobins,- — J^d 'thofo 
contrarieties of fentiment and condufl:, which 
are knoiwn to be natural to the French charac- 
ter. All the events which have taken place/ ia 
France,* within thefe laft 'five years, concur -to 
prove what I have advanced. Had this writer 
read,. or chofen to recolka the printed del^ates 
of the Jacobins, he would have known, that the 
language which he pretends that I have fidi- 

tioufly 
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tkMifly put into tkeir mouths, is faithfully copi- 
ed from their journals. Whatever ignorance 
he may pretend to, he cannot but l;:now that 
the populace of all countries, have been at all 
times prone to believe things the mod abfurd, 
. and the moil felf-contradi£^ory. 

In refped: to the intentions which the author 
of the wcxrk intituled Rafurex Vous^- with, oblige 
ing.madignity afcribes to me ; I fhotild have giv- 
en^ him ^asi anftxasr ta wliat lie has faid upon ' this 
head} if he had pioduced any (hadow 6f proof 
in fupport of his aifertions ; or had mdde known 
his>«ai]Kiev as fome pledge, that he^ was well afTur- 
ed'bf the truth of what he advanced. ^.> 

.i>iwiite folely with a Tiew to fervc the ' com- 
mon caufei 'I fhould have allowed, that thef 
fmocth eahanny of his criticifm, might have pro* 
ceeded' from the fame motives ; if he had not 
come forward in a manner, which by the laws 
of y literary controverfy, abfolves me from the 
necidffity of making a reply. 

There may be men, the hypocrify of whofe 
fritndfhijJ, or their perfidious felfifhnefs, may 
have hopad to find means to injure me, — in the 
earneftnefs with which I have ever ftriven to 
ferve «my king and my country ; there may be 
intriguers, who, to raife their own importance, 
would attack me, on the fide of vanity and re* 
gard to my reputatiop j on the one hand, flat- 
tering 
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tering me mth lavifli praife : and cm t)he other, 
, givmg out) that I am not the authoti of the 
v^ork. which has appeared under ihy noB&e : I 
mti/i confe/sy that fuch men have good reafons 
for calling thiemfelves my friends y \fhile they 
act as my enemies. • ^ . 

They -^hate me, becaufe I have ever»reje£ted 
their principles with abhorrence. They have 
put words in my mouth which I neve;' uttered ; 
they have propagated leffons as coming- jfcom 
me, which I never gave; they have 'emitted 
narratives in. my name, of which I am not' the 
author ; and adding abfurdity to malignityy they 
have made a calumnious. mif-interpr«a«ion'«of 
my very filence, when they couJd not tottjirc 
my words to their purpofe. I well know; chat 
thofi^ men cannot forgive tne, for rifufmg to in- 
fert in my former work, profpefts of peaca ; 
favourable, no doubt, to the purpofes of « their 
ambition ; but hoftile equally to found pblicy, 
and to the fecurity of the nations of Europe. 
They will yet, more obftinately remember, that, 
regardlefs of all private confiderations, I refuf- 
ed to afcribe to the unfortunate French, a ge- 
neral attachment to the conftitution of 1789, 
which has now no votaries remaining, fave a- 
mong its firft authors* 

I have aflerted, that the French nation, in- 
toxicated with thofe notions of their own fove- 

reigntyj 
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rdgnty^lwldch were inftilled into them, by their 
firft l^ifla^rs ; had remained fixed in their at*. 
tachuQfent to the conftitution ^of 1789^ till the 
end of the year 1792 ; at which period, the ty- 
ranny of the Convention finally undeceived the 
people, in regard to the errours of the Conftrtu- 
ent National Afiembly. The federalift armies 
oppofed the progrefs of the rqyalifts of La Ven- 
dete. i The neighbouring departments were held 
itL iufpence. A diverfity of parties, at that tim^, 
hindered the difcontented from joining the only 
party,! which all now regret, that they did not 
embrace* The Conveiition has cruftmd thofe fac« 
tions which fprang up, within it« own bofpm j 
and their mifesfies^have at laft opened the eyes of 
ther»aation, to the impferfeftions of that confti- 
tulio&; by which thefe miferies have been pro- 
duced*' ; They ioudly condemn it, as the fource 
ofi.tfcjeix flavery afid wretchednefs. E:^cepting 
only-itheivaniry of fome citizens of the capital ; 
the .general opinion gives to the old govern- 
meiae^ the preference above the conftitution of 
17:^9. • 

This I {hall ever continue to maintain. It 
may ./Iraw upon me, new calumnies. But, 
proud of fuffering any perfonal inconveni^ncies, 
while ferying the caufe in which I have the hon* 
our to be engaged ; I fhall only feel myfelf a- 
nimated with new cqurage, and with additio- 
nal 
. 3 
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nal motives, to make public any truths which 
I may know, that fhall promife to be ufeful to 
the common caufe. My heart tells me, that I 
can never prove unfaithful to the caufe of my 
King. 



STATE 
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MONTH OF MAty ijg4. 
PART SECOND. 



I Have already explained to the public, the fyiti 
• tern of t^ oifganization of tbe;prefent tyranni- 
cal ^gqvc^nm^t. of iFr^nce. Bi»t, jn that rapi4 
fketch of /v^ickedaeft fo aiormpiis ; I was oblig- 
ed to croud many thiiig$ into one groupe ; of 
txrhi(;h a qipre particul<^r and enlarged detail 
will be ufeful, to convey a more diftin£k and 
idipreilive knowledge of the prefect ftate of 
that unhappy kingdom, and of the remaining 
refpurces of its d^ftroyers. . This detail, I now 
unfold, with fidelity and precifion. 

l.faid, that the Committee, of Public Safety, 
could not refift the Allies for two other cam- 
.palgzis, but were in hopes pf compelling thofe 
pQH^e^s to agree to a peace, againft the enfuing 

S winter. 
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winter. In the month of March laft, they had 
little hopes of thofe fucceffes which have fince 
crowned their arms. They, however, believed 
the All^s to be weary of the war, unable to 
continue it, ill infdrmed, ^ and divided among 
themfelves. They boafted of having fent out 
cmiffaries, and fomented difcontents, through 
all parts of the dominions of their enemies. 
But, their propofitions for peace, had been re- 
jefted in Italy; and in Germany, could not 
gain a hearing. The Allies advanced towards 
the capital of the republic. Powerful enemies 
arofe againft the revolutionary rulers, within 
their own Departments. They dreaded, that 
tyranny and defpair, might at laft, excite a ge- 
neral infurreftion. They then heaped multi- 
tude after multitud« of viftims, upon the fcaf- 
folds ; and drove herd after herd, to join the 
armies. On one fide, they withdrew their ma- 
gazines within the walls of Peronne and Com- 
piegne ; while, on the other, they prepared to 
execute thofe projedbs of invafion, at the fuc- 
cefs of which, they are now themfelves aftonilh- 
ed. But, their firft hope was, only to make a 
long diverfion in thofe provinces, in which they 
' have fince gained triumphs, and ftores for fub- 
fiftence. 

The bloody reins of the revolutionary govern- 
ment, had alraoft dropped from the hands of 

.'the 



IN MAY, 1794, 139 

the Committer of Public Safety. At Paris, 
and through the provinces^ the general cry was j 
^^ Xiet the Convention themfelves march, in a 
*^ mafs^ to the armies j let them put them- 
** felves at our head j then will we follow them 
*' to the frontiers !" Wearinefs and difcontent, 
feigning the voice of civifm, uttered thofe words 
in the very hall of the Convention, 

Eleven deputies, and feven generals, — ^the 
leaders of the revolutionary army, or principal 
members of the adtniniftration for war, and of 
the common-council of Paris, — expired on the 
fcaffbld. The people, with trembling, applaudr 
edthe puniihment; and the Convention re« 
figned itfelf to the controul of Roberfpierre* 
With the laws of the nation under his feet, and 
itSL. force in his nands, he poured his innumera- 
' ble and deftruftive armies upon Weft Flanders. 
It becomii^s the prey of the invaders : the ban- 
ners of the tyrant, wave on the Rhine, and on 
the Scheldt : the frontiers of Holland hardly 
1)ound the French Empire; in three months, 
he undoes the work of three years. 

I fhall not here, enquire into the caufes of 
the fuccefs of the Qommittee of Public Safety ; 
but I willfet down whatever remains, to be ad- 
ded, in order to compleat the account of the 
. fears, refources, and crimes of the republicans. 
- . . Ail the real authority qi the revolutionary go- 
vernment, 
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vernment, is tirtaally bi the hands of tbe Com- 
mitteee of Public Safety. The Conritttktee of 
General Security, receives, ^d executes /fe or- 
ders; The former of thefe Comndttees acquir- 
ed its prefent power, upon the ruin of Brifibt's 
party, and the abolition of his Gotnmittee of 
twelve* It has enjoyed this power, uncotfteft- 
ed, ever fince the impeachment of Chabot and 
Bazlre,. and the entirely new organization of 
the Committee of General Security; which 
had then a decifive iniuehce upon the delibera- 
tions of the Icgiflative body. Since that pleriod, 
the Committee of General Security, has made 
none but fome feeble efforts to regain its for- 
mer authority. It obeys, without remenftraUce^ 
the orders of the Committee of ^ Public Safety ; 
by which its members have their powers renew- 
ed, ate difmifled, or are impeached ; and whofe 
orders have never yet been, in arty oneinftaiice^ 
countermanded^ or difapproved by th^ Conven- 
tion. 

The imprifonmcnt of unforturtate individu- 
als at the command of the Committee of Gfene- 
ral Security ; the inflidlion of puniflimeht, and 
the diftribution of rewards to informers, by the 
orders of this Committee ; and the imrtietife 
multiplicity of the official bufmefs, neceffary for 
reporting fo many murthers, and falfe preten- 
ces ; may Tiave led the remote, or imperfefily 

informed 
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ifiibtmed ofaferrer^ itito a difiereAl opimdn i0poit 
this hetd. The gre^ importance whkh tihe 
Conasdtmt of General Security has, by the ne- 
ceffit^ of circtimftances, acquired ind retained ; 
may have induced fome to imagine, that it pof^^ 
fisfffed a ihafe of the fupteme authority. But, it 
is xnetely an inftrumedt in the hands df a pow-^ 
er higher than itfelf,' whofe mandate for their 
l^mifli&ient, every one of its metobers continu- 
ally dreads. The firft title of the new revolu* 
tldHary eode^ clearly indicates the powers in* 
trafted to the Committee of General Security. 
The fiice^ffive events of more than fcvcn months, 
htA ftilly evinced theif in^lidt fubmifiion to the 
Committee of Public Safety, at the time when I 
leftFfanire* 

I have related, that 8505 000 fighting men, 
obey the orders of this fovereign Committee. 
The)-e i^re, between Hunlngue and Dunkirk, 
360,000 ; in La Vettdee, and along- the coafts 
of the ocean^ 110,000; on the fliores of the 
Mediterranean, 50,000 ; the army of the Alps, 
confifts of 80,000 men ; th^t of the Pyrenees 
and the fouth, amounts to 90,000. About 
35,000 are ftationed at Compiegne, and in the 
diibtds of Orleans, and Chartres ; a force 
which feems to be referved for the fecurity of 
the Cottvention j and which maintains the o- 
bedience of the fix and twenty diftrids lying a- 

round 
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round Paris, — ^and enforces the execution of un 
gent requifitiom. The remaimng 130^000 men, 
are fcattered through the different departments, 
and incorporated with the national guard (or 
militia).. 

The greater part of the internal force is un- 
armed fi)* In almoft all the towns, the requi- 
fite fervice is performed with pikes and lances. 
The fedions of Paris, are daily required to fend 
their muikets to the armies ; and the Commit- 
tee had very great difficulty, lail year, to arm 
one half of the citizens of the firft requifition. 
The moil arbitrary abftra£lions of arms have 
been made ; the moft difadvantageous bargains 
for them, have been contraded ; and 36 milli- 
ons of livres have been eftablifhed as a coniCant 
fond in Switzerland, for the purchafe of this 
moft indifpenfible article in war* 

The fum total of the men who have been 
enrolled,- or put undpr requifition, fmcc the 
firft of January 1792, including the former ar- 
my;, fuch as it then was, and of which, fcarce^- 
ly a fourth part now furvives, — amounts to 
1 ,1 778,000 men : 1 1 9,000 did not join ; 
53,000 have deferted; 167,000 have died in 
the hofpitals ; 6 10,000 have fallen in battle, 
or have been made prifoners : i6do^ have been 
condemned to death, by military comipiffions, 
or by the revolutionary tribunals. 

Of 
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Of the ^hove force, 103^000 men have been, 
fumifhed by the city of Paris. Forty-three 
thoufand were fent to the plains of Chalons; 
of whom, not more than 28,000 furvived to re- 
vifit their own homes. Since that time, and 
within the'fpace of eighteen months, there have 
been thirty-one legions fent OHt ; of which fe- 
venteen were cavalry, confifting of about 1000 
men each. Three levies raifed, either by vo- 
luntary patriotifm, or in confequence of the im- 
preffion of terrour, — 25,500 meti who were fent 
fucceffively, againft La Vendee. They coft the 
Convention 63 millions of iivres. Carrjages of 
diflferent forts conveyed about 1 3,000 of thofe 
men into Pordbou, with unexampled celerity. 
The firft requifition produced from the capital, 
28,600 men ; but of tliefe, a fifth part fled, or 
obtained exemptions, by interdftor money. 

Paris is perhaps no longer in a condition to 
furnifli a fucceffion of fuch fupplies. That city 
has loft 56,200 men : of thefe 2,164 have pe- 
riihed out of one faction (2) ; about 6000 men 
of the Parifian levies, returned, in open difobe- 
dience to the ftrideft orders to the contrary. 
Nothing could prevail with thefe laft, to join 
their corps again ; they, cbofe rather to maim 
their limbs, that they might be unfit for the 
fervice. 
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- After thefe deda^oosy the Allies have 
560, 000 effective men immediately oppofed to 
them. Among thefe may be reckoned, 50, or 
SS thoufand cavalry. But this force of -cavalry 
are in general, very ill-mounted, and very indif. 
ferently fupplied with neceilaries. To fumiih 
them with fabres, it became neceflary to iffue 
an order, requiring all citizens, imder very fe- 
vere penalties, to bring into their refpedive mu- 
nicipalities, all fteel*blades in their po^effion, 
which exceeded feven and twenty inches in 
length. The levy of a horfe, and a foldier.to 
ferve on horfeback, from eve^ry commonaky^ 
which was decreed in September laft, was aot 
carried into complete and final execution within 
five months fubfequent, notwithftanding the ac- 
tivity of thirty-five reprefentativcs of the peo- 
ple, to whom the 'charge of enforcing its exe- 
cution, was intrufled. It afforded, out of all 
France, not more than 1 8, 60© cavalry. Thrfre 
are no cavalry remaining within the depart- 
ments. Paris retains only 900 men ferving'wi 
horfeback ; whofe bufinefs is, to efcort perfdns 
condemned, to the fcaffbld, and to ferve as a 
guard, and as meflengers to the Convention and 
the courts of juftice.* The temper of , thefe men 
at arms, is very bad and dangerous; but tl^y 
are entirely at the command of the Coounittee 
ofPubUc Safety. 

The 
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The troops of the Republic, arc, in general, 
ill-clothed, and ill-fed. They have higher pay 
than any other troops in Europe. The gener- 
jils and other ofEcers, have enormous appoint- 
ments ; and moft of them extort exorbitant ex-* 
aftions. The foldiers are in want of various 
articles of prime neceflity in a campaign, — efpe- 
cially linens, and fhoes. Difeafes occafioned 
by the fatigue of forced marches, and by excef- 
five intemperance and debauchery, make great 
havock among them. They are, for the moft 
part, very negligently attended in the numerous 
hofpitals eftabliflied within the kingdom, for the 
reception of the lick and wounded. Thirty- 
three thoufand men of the firft requifition, djjpd 
within five weeks. That requifition were wit^ 
the armies, or in garrifoned towns, without fhoes 
OF linen ; and a part of them, had come •from 
their homes, without clothes (3). The foldiers 
of the requifitions, committed every where, a 
multitude of devaftations, which none dared op- 
pofe. They impofed laws on the Conftituted Au- 
thorities j demanded and obtained 45 fols in 
the day, from the day of their infcription, to 
that of their arrival at the army ; and repaired 
to their refpeftive places of deftination in the 
fervice, one by one, and in a manner, at their 
own pleafure. To perfuade them to fet out, it 
was promifed, that they ftould be required to 

w . T ferve 
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ferve only withip the territories of tbe (RefMb-^ 
lie; and fliould not be employed oa die iron* 
tiers, till after a year of ea^ercifes and encamp* 
ment. They very foon difpeifed themfdves; 
and moft of them fold thofe accoutrements with 
which they were furni(hed for the fervice, upon 
their demands from the Convention. At hft, 
very many of them loudly declared, that, if 
forced to^ fight, they would Inftantly defertto 
the enemy. 

The clothing and equipment of a foot^foldkr, 
cod 360 livres; of a foWier in the citalty, 
1450. The great difficulty of comj^eating the 
levies, renders it neceflary to allow the troops 
of the line of battle, ftill to ufe an uniform, 
^hich policy and equality alike fuggeft the pro- 
priety of laying afide. The nation takes upon 
itfelf, the ezpence of equipping the new nifed 
. foldiers. The volunteer and the foldier of re- 
quifition, both receive, before fetting out to join 
the army, a gratification of about two hundred 
livres. Citizens who are rich, or in eafycir. 
cumftances, are obliged by the Cqmmkteed or 
Commonalties, to furnifh money for thofe gra« 
tifications. • * *- 

Military difcipline, is not, in the armies^of 

the Convention, that paffive obedience^ - &li^ 

blind execu^on of orders, that habitual and^iiSi^^ 

patient defire for glory, wfiich cohftitufe- |fe 

^ ' ' flrength 



IN MAT, 1^54. 147 

ilrcflgtb and union of the Allicid armies. Through 
the ftroDg towns, in the camp, and among the 
armies, equality and the fpirit of pillage, predo- 
minate over every military principle. All the 
generals, from Dumourier to Pichegru, have 
termed themfelves, generals of the Sam-culMesj 
and have, in fa6:, become fuch. But, with 
what irefped can the foldiers be impreffed ? With 
what efteem can they be brought to regard mili- 
tary difcipline, — ^by a fucceffio^ of generals^ and 
othesofficers i feleded, for th^ mdft part, from 
among the loyrefi of the people ; difgr^ced by 
the fcoTdt vices (4) j and from being icoffed by 
the hifies of a club, proceeding to receive a 
oomitiiifion of command at the War-office? 
They repair to the armies, excite them to pillage^ 
an4 ihare the fpoils, then, within fix months^ 
perifli on the fcafibld* 

The foldiers obeythefe officers on the day of 
battle: but their obedience cannot always be 
depiended upon ; and is given rather to the re- 
pilefentatiyes of the people, than to their officers. 
When not engaged in the field of battle, they 
intimidate their offieels, ^lame^ and denounce 
them. Scarcely is* there one whofe difmiffioa 
they do not j at one time or another, demand 
and obtain. Delinquencies purely o£ a military 
nature, cannot be punifhed without the employ- 
ing of aU the addrefs and cautious management 

of 
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of weaknefs operating upon power. ThtftaisKff 
of judgment are almoft always obliged tif^ad^ 
counter-revolutionary intention to miHtaty de- 
linquency, — to prevent the foldiers from mur- 
murs or abfolute revolt. ■ 

But, for thefe laft five months, the miKrary 
difcipline has been becoming more exaO! and 
rigorous ; for, within this time, the armies htfve 
been every day lefs and lefs, under the exclu- 
fivc command of« their generals and officers. 
Reprefentatives conllantly prefent with them, 
have brought them ftill more and more into a 
dire£k dependence upon the Convention ; and 
have thus faved the latter from the danger m 
which it at' firft was, of being overturned by 
the defedion of the generals. That aflembly 
have not forgotten that their reign had not been 
prolonged to this time ; if the feeble and worth- 
lefs La Fayette, who was never more than the 
mere tool of his army, had not wanted fufficient 
refolution to diffolve them. 
. The National Convention will never forget, 
that Dmnourier didated laws "to them for a 
time ; and thait they maft havfe been difmiffed 
from their authority ; if that intriguer had done 
what he was able, and what he ought-^to have 
dorie^^ or- if he had known precifely what his 
own ambition was driving at. In confequence 
of his mifcondud, that grand wa in the revohi- 

tion, 



IN MAT, 1754. 1491 

tton, ^ij^kieh might bt|ve proved fatal to the vH* 
lainous ofurperi of the French government^ ferv* 
ed only to introduce a darker and more bloody 
ty raany. The nanle of Dumourier has ever fince, 
been in France, a watchword for numberlefs and 
uBceafing accufattons of treafon, and for all the 
cruelties to which thofe accufations, / by natural 
confequence, lead. The bujiler ftill tews fame, 
•sjoA will not enjoy in peace, that quiet obfcurity 
to which flie has configned him. 

•There is every reafon for believing the Con- 
vention alone to be the authors of that wafting 
pillage which devours every thing upon the 
routes of the French armies. The foldiers con- 
quel* ; and then the Convention plunders. It is 
the LatuoT the Revolutionary fpirit'whichcondn&s 
a plan of unfparing robbery, that, like a confia- 
gration> confumes all that falls within its power. 
Could we poffibly defpair of the fafety of Europe, 
and fuppofe the French Republic likely to ob- 
tain farther fucceffes-: Should their arms con- 
qjier, and retain pofleffion of HoUimd : Then 
might the National Convention flatter themfelves 
with the hope erf aecompliflupg thrir moft extra- 
vagant projefts J and afpire to conquer and lay 
wafre the earth ! 

;;: It appears, that the extraordinary vigilance of 

the Convention; and the many iCommiiTaries 

employed by their ruling Committe^> muft hence- 

3^ forth 
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forth render it extremely difficult &r tkeir fc^ 
iia:als to betray tkemy or for thofe codsfidorabfe 
de£e£Uons of their troops to take place, whidi 
they have often dreaded* Nay^ the number of . 
deferters from. the armies, is, even now, fmaller 
than all appearances would lead us to exrpeO: ; 
which is owing to an opinion very induftricmfly 
propagated and kept up, by the Agenta of De> 
mocratic tyranny. 

They endeavour, every where, to perluade 
the foldiers raifed by requifition, that they can- 
not hope proteftion from the Allied Powers. j. 
that they would be fent to diftant parts of the 
dominions of thofe Powers, and there employed, 
forcibly in hard labour, and not allowM ade- 
quate means of fubfiftence ; that their former 
lords and officers would not accept their fervoees^ 
nor grant forgivenefs to their remorfe; that thei^ 
would be for ever divided from their countrym^^ 
and covered with eternal difgrace ; that aU whp. 
betray their country, muft, c«ic day or another, 
perifla in the mines, in the prifons, or by tb^.f;^-. 
tigiie of the bafeft fervices of labour. ,.« 

. The treatment which is reprefented tathei Sol- 
diers iii the French camps, to be;now.ufcd't^ 
wards their former officers, even by .the AAKcd 
Poweirs; makes thofe foldiers - dreiad a >^wiaA 
fate, and. urges them ftill to*fight under bani^rs 
which many would no doubt forfake, if they 

better 
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better imew the real difpofitions of the AlUes; 
and^woaM be perfuaded to feek on the frontiers, 
the renuffioa of their errours, pardon for the 
wrongs they hare done, and afTociation with, 
moderate aiid generous Frenchmen } with whom 
thejF. might range themfelves under the banners 
of. thdr King. I know thofg csilumnies to be 
ccn^nually diffufed and renewed with the moil: 
inceflant and artful induftry. In every feftion, 
and every popular fociety, they are, every week, 
in the order of the day. S6 necefiary have falfe 
pretences appeared to the fears of the Commit- 
tee of Public Safety ! So powerful an aid do they 
affcH'd to Revolutionary tyranny h 
^ It was worthy of the Englifh Government, to 
refute thofe calumnies, > to calm thofe fears, to 
fatisfy thofe hopes, by embodying the legions, 
that now raife on the frontiers, the white flag ; 
thc/greiiteft and nobleft proclamation that could 
be emitted ; the only one of which the publica- 
tidn cannot be hindered from becoming known 
ta the French, by the tyrants who now opprefs 
them. 

Such were the temper and fpirit of the thir- 
teen armies of the Convention ; fuch, their dif- 
cipKne ; fuch the number of their foldiers on 
tlK^liifeenth of -April laft, as reprefented in the 
ftsfti^fn^nts 6f the different Committees. I dd 
.9ijj .......... -not 
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.tact fuppofe their numbers tq {lave. be^ fi%cc 
, augmented w|^ more thai) jo>99.o. nien* ;^.,. 

I sHAJLL^ext ka4 ii}y.r^4.eC' to tx^^ipmft^yfj^t 
other forces the ConveiiiiQjQic^ yet tai^^Ot^^- 
me&t thoie ; what £aurther refources.t^^e^P^fy^t- 
tee may hope to derive froi|[| oew re^uifi^^n^ 

. The Citizeas of FraijLce, married suifl,^g](te- 
lors, have been divided into four claifesi^fy)^^^ 
to four feveral requifitipus ; thp firi(l c}^$ 99^- 
prehending thofe between 18 ^(^.ajt y^ftT^rft^ 
•age; the fecond, thofe betwew 25 .^d.35^,j^^3[c 
.third, thofe between 35 and 45,; the fRW^^> 
thofe between 45 and.6o, . ...,/;,.. in/; 1 

The firft of thefe requifitions^.wa^.exhiif^fg. 
Itfhould have produced, out of allFraj^c^ a- 
bout 836^000 men. But, more ths^n iCw;ifj-(|§)L^ 
part of thofc fubjeft.ta th;tf requifuiqn^j.^vj^^ 
it by flight, or by change of conditioa, or.^bc^e. 
The departments in infurredtion againlt fhe|(^- 
vention, kept back, about 45,000 m?fl. . |^^- 
fides, all that part which came to be furnifh^9ut 
of the nobility, has been reje^ed, as .Hf^ll frqm 
employment in the armies, as from all civil li^c:- 
tions, for thefe lad fpur months ; with the ex- 
ception only of fome particular individuaU^^i^irh^e 
abilities and guilt have esefljpted them froi]».^t,ie 
exclufion. The levy of thatjequif^io^^ ^^^^ 
murmurs, raifed infurrcflions, and* callpd about 
25,000 men into the infurgent diftri£bs. ; A^pn- 

. fidersble 



IN MAY, 1794. 15 J 

fiderabk part of the foldierd thus raifed, are ftill 
unarmed; although the (invention grailted'286 
millioos to Se laid out in raifing them, befidc 
their psty till they join the army. 

The feccmd requifUion is expe£^d to afford 
480,000 men; thfe third is eftimated at 630,000$ 
the f6urth, 370,000 ; as in the two laft of thefe 
requiiitions, married men, having not more than 
two^ children, are to be included. The ftate- 
ments of population fent from all the municipa- 
lities to the Military Committee, and that of 
Public Safety, in the months of December and 
January laft, fufficiently evince the corre^ln^fs 
of the above eftimates. 

It was in contemplation, in March Is^ft, to call 

out the fecond requifition, and hold it in readi- 

nefs for tecruhing the armies, and for interior 

ffetvice. But, it was feared, that fuch a mfeafure 

might occ^fioh a general infurfe^ion of the Peo- 

I^e ; 'fo that tfie Committee durft nqt pafs thf 

dfecree. ' They were -obliged to coiltradift, fome 

iBmt'iifter, the report of .their intention, which 

hirf 'gone abroad. There is now reafon to bc- 

lieti^e thiat the terrour which has been generally irti- 

^efletf by' the numberlefs executions, may en- 

foi'W; at lesift apartfaf execution of the decree by 

t^tefcft thofe levies^allbe ordered. In France, the 

g^ral perfuafton is, that they wilt not raife 

ihore than 2 5,000 m« ; becaufe mpft of the town^ 

V - in 
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i^ which ^ military force is maintained, hkt^eyi 
rcad;^ contributed isven alt the ^married' iharft 
them. Befides^ eight departmehtSj'^in th^ c^B?ft^* 
^d in the Weft, liave fuffercd to piucK bHtjftSds' 
from La Vendee, that they cbiiM atford' hlffdl^ 
any recruits to the arrriy. And, in fourteeifi^'cfe- 
partments of the Eaft, the South, and the'Ndfffi" ' 
pne-hstif of the Citizens, under the ig^'offoi^; 
have been already obliged to march' agafmTtlre 
ehemy. We may therefore confidently 'cx>i{?R?a^ 
that two^fifths of the fecond requiiition Kav^lff.' 
ready been tacitly but effeftively levied: " SSfii^ 
the tyrants have ofccafion to levy thfe 'reh^ffllKRff| 
of this requffitipn ;' it willbe impoffiblfet'd^raft* 
them fooner than in "January ;* nbt^llt^piHiSV 
file, that thf whole of this force canlie e^uSj^^J 
armed, and brought to 'action, before'^'tfr^''ii^^ 
of July, next year. ; ;' ;'-^ ^'^"^'^ 

\ The third and fourfh requifi'tibns^kre^ro^S? 
corifid^red sis a general mats, But,*'in^fiJe^TOp? 
pofiticm of their being raifed, thp wh(iil^^lt88? 
tjiye men of the country wbiild 'ttteh* tiiSF^^o- 
gcther i ahd none would remaiA '^behfii(!P,"%tf? 
children, old nien, women, and prffotierk"^^^^ 

\ Would the inhabitants of the tbwhV, 8il?ifty 
m a malsl to the ifrontiers ? "tVoUld iheyicteci^ 
^gainft"one or more of the Allied PoWers^ifeiy^ 
SLtk event isV m my opinion, much to b^*^i^iff 
for, by the Allies, but can never happkh.'^ Slfflife^ 

' * pf 
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^^Sfei^^fy^^^^ iaa rriafs, ;aLnd 

"Wfi^'>Pi^f «^/JPiV.^^^^ ?Hf /there ^^ 

^^>^^«ff#f»:^^^9.bf|i^Tey: that fuciv effprtj^ could 

^^^ki"'^^*^?^^ t|i6 fafety of the Conven- 
t^^^^y^ trtii^ d^fo^er. and, confufioiiy with which 
tl^^y^j ^oi^ld j)e attended. The Coxumittee 
ot,Rji?li<?^ Safety will hpt, unlefs in the laft 
estraau^Y'9 e^igloy this refource; the InfufEciency, 
tT^^|:miv^ danger of which,; thejr 

^^ th^^j,^e2\liiiefs .- between the time whiev the 
r^^j^ti^ijp^^f^riswas^ 

ij€^^tMjOj4,^r for. tha^t requifition,, fix different 
times; and when 'that force ^as raifed, ^vhi^H 
(^geg|y^Ar»te^d. their authority j^ tp ^end it put 
of ^e^^p^al f,n^{m^U detachments^ and by diffe- 

-oAffiSSSF^A .^vy jwould teauire fo much am- 
^?2^4^4''¥^^^-!^^ vail magazine^ ; It would 
deman^^iuc^.^^, harmony of purpofep, ahd fucfe 

Wmih'^?t^R^^rr I? would be tKe Tre^^^^^^ 
^)ifi8^y'..^^^> J^^4 confumoiate j^s^ rum.; Sq 
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grent and fo gieneral is the ^^ireariiiels bfriheMaiv^ 
tliroughoait'Franee, that a decree ofdodn^ Higo^ 
neral levy, would inevitably produce a geneitf 
infurreftidn. Four months fince^ even the Cdin- 
mittee of Public Safety could fcarody ventiupk 
to affure theittfelY^, that fuch would*©^ be the? 
effeft of the rigorous levy of the third rcquifi^^ 
tion. . • -i'..-r 

. There is not a fingle family that has' not thi^ 
fete of a vifldm to weep, or of apnTonet tk^fear. 
' Th^re is no family that has not furnifiied, al« 
feady, either a foldier or a waggoner^ -npoflt ren 
quifition. There is none in which difeonMBt 
4Etas not rifen tp its height. The Gonitentiolft 
Salter themfelves with the idea of coafowxiimg* 
all Europe with terrour (5). They ftrflrefito i^. 
larm their neig^ibours vnth the ^read> iof ^thc' 
fame general conquefl and (ievaftaribii wkk 
which the Roman Empire was anctendy ovffi^ 
whelmed by Barbarians, But> aiftbbugbv'mGe 
ihould fUppofe the nation's patience undenfla^rery^^ 
to Be equal to the bloody deffotifm of ociirir 
tyrants : even in this cafe, it feemsahnoft certain^ 
that the Committee of Public Safety wiK.nm>%b 
abfe to raife and arm otho* five hundrbcf thtm^ 
fand men out of. all France ; that diey ctmiot'be 
able to add more than two hundred ^and fixty 
thoufand men to their prefent force, fot? Ac 
ipace of one year yet to come ; nor to fend above 

an 
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vt inmttr^d imd* tiv>entfr; tboofand. mien tothie 
gtrntierfi^ before .the x^uiftfh^ of December iirft en^ 

'MtFo^^fte a jtift'ideA of the effeft produced by 
tite'Ievk&'fn'iu&in^y I rdate the^fdllowing fa£b. 
itt^tht 1*011 tbtcJf July, laift year, fifteen diftrids, 
aiidinkieteen towns- were callld apon, to mfarch 
againft La Vendee, Two hundred and thirty 
t4ibiifiiiid«9^nfcirfobk¥heir hornet, and advanced 
t<i£(fte bl^& of :thd Loire. A third part of this 
iiafs^»idohipped (5ff before the end of the fecond 
dary'^'ioarch : Not one half reached Tours j ztiA 
d^^Jf^idcoco^d be induced by eve^y raiesan^ 
tf£>i<t(iiifkraiAt and p^foaHon, to ke^p the field 
fi^i&renteen day^ tog^ber. Not 'a twelfth part 
ei <khi$Scftte'^ was firil-ariffed*; Nhiettfen tbou^ 
Mtt^ ffied: df^ficknefs ; agbi asid twenty tboufand 
^tm Ifciihby tfce Royalifts^ whom tfeey coJuid 
Rot'ovdbcoihei and at hsssA, feven tfaoufand de«» 
iewtfidj "^Yetj aiL'were obliged- either tO' march^ 
grTto^ndergo the moit cruel treatment: aad 
tiief»ft>\lims ha<t tocen declared refpbniible for the 
cohdcd of 3^1 their inhabitantsf. The miferabie 
dtf^srters retfirned to iJheir own homes,' in difre- 
ffu^ of the ©fders bftheCopimiBaries of the E^t* 
edurtTO' Power ; fpreadiflg, wherever they earned 
iJiE^ei^rour of the RoyaKfts, and hatred againft 
tiib Qohventioh. * - 
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.It may l)c cwfideatly 8ff?rt«4«^». <^^:^^^l^ 

of the people in a loafa, wq^l^ affqfd^ 9^!$!$H9ftl^ 

a refuhmore JavQur^l^lQ. tp.j}^pdliieij^{{(^^^^ 

than the ahore va$.t0Xayp9dee4^^<A^ }j^ 

appears ihe moare probable^ lll^q^ if'4?,cq^(|r| 

ed, that the plan far. z levy,i^ a.n9afs^,^| ^^ 

tat^d^ for three vthoic mpntifM,^ l^ijt l^^ei^^i^ 

five Cozxiout^«;e^ of the CoAveDf ip^^ 4;?f^9^? 

ter: aU, rqefted by a majority ;{b|^^^^% 

tender it improb^le that the i^i§l^^^}f^ 

jfooa revived and d^erminejd ^pon^ erf ^o enwo^ 

, But, the Cflnvemicm Iwp^^ *t .^K^eryj^fflffl^l 

ment of their attnie^> to ^jf.^^fjif^pf^sS^^ 

of .their ^newiesy. , Ah^^Jft aH,|hQ|^ ^fS^n^ 

wjhich the population exftccdfc in t^i.^f^gg 

parts of dhejerjyir^ i;S?.99P ft^^M^-^r^ft^ 

tier*4»99o, Jiave he^aded^red/qjcti^jF^jjIaflq^ 

by the,otdci:s of t][ip xep???fent^i?ef rpj^ 

pie'; jiid^hejFe is fcarcely.^y teii^n wl^^|||is& 

foxji^V Jpiup?:flioi^s fiiiixs Ipve.; he)9»faj5ptpyj^|g 
tf;d to thisrfoj^Uih purp<3(fe^ jn tb^ J^^u^^ ij^^^ 
^^Uo ,which^ the very iyomen and chilj^i^g^ ^^ 
omploy/?d. , ^ the fmaU towns in, Arj^ow^gjag^ 
der?>,. a^d-Picardy, have, been fu*rQ,uiwifld^;|y|Jj^ 
palliiadps.; ^d innumerable. redpubtS'h^Vf^^eeiL 
Uiikilfully thrown up. The captl^t S|.jQpwr^ 
has been fortified by lines reaching. l>^t^9,?nJtM3^ 
city and Aire. Peronne has been covered with 

works ; 
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wbifes ;^iidd€oiii^egtie liitrounaed ^h ariln- 
ti^tt^feaniip i ';A^ cdriMerabte qtahtTty o£ zVl 
tflteif^fials been-likeWife fixed'there. Theem^ 
ficA i^'^orksi has been ordered at'Marite?,*' St 
dHkfWeV, and at Beasvais ; at'RheimifVSolflblisj 
abif fia^ir: Saiiinilr, Angers, Tours,' im^ Oil 
fttaji,''ftavfe becttadjudged tobe under iiege^'foi: 
af c^^^aft ; aiid mines have beeridrivdn for the 
d^feateii^^f 411 the bridges over the 'Loir*?; 
wiekfet^' irecieflitfTnay require. AB the''fffia!f 
towns of Anjdn, Maine, and PbiiSfou have btien 
tSMkdi '■ - There is hardly a petty\vifiage in fhe 
JSiflia&¥^6Vihces, however far from' the prefent 
iSkM^Sl thiB •Wslri wMdi-haV-ndt a miKtaty 
fi^DB^Sntler,-iiafifd 'tremches dfiiwfl rotind itl 
TflPligSfcS^ con^igtibife to^Paiisi afe'lbad^d witTi 
fil^%dt%!ia8 \tould fcarcely pfotear the 'Con-' 
f83ild«^^!^hff*'th6 iiifbteiaion- of * a neigh-' 
l*sSy^ViBa|^e: (6)'. In' the dty of^fienl^, vite 
^aid^litylh the eye* of the Rfepttblicans,' for 
fiSW%^Ste'l6ng' b^en- the'repofitory tff the rc- 
i^i^i^df 'theKing*- of 'Prtirice,' which inothing 
^ ferci^' fcbnld compd It to furfcnder ;-i& 
T9^i h^sbecotlieth^ krmottry, mart, andhof|nt^' 
<f^%e4l!ejpiiftlfc.' There, its coritraftors carry 
d^^iai triMi, thre immeafe profits bfwhiiefi al3 
^^#l&d'to a-i|pfeedy dwtth by the haiils of «&tf 
■ ^tooHer.'-^ •''■•■ ■ ■■"-'••' 
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AU tlv apjMratos of tmoui^ ^^P^^ifV 
g^nu^ in the acoouats ^ .il|e tyarjf)BfeK%^i»f" 

from teny>ur$ of their owa, 9^ frp9>.^Ub{IJi<Si6- 
tloas oa the p^t of the p€oj4&t Tk^yj^ifp/^^ 
the work of their ova bands> ^{ui t^a^fiiy^ yg^U 
M their tyrants, that the geqiM&9f9n;ftiV^t{It^ 
lUp^blic,. is on the froniieniy*^ itSi)feaj|9^ 
arpttud the capital j that, ther^ U a ^afj(^ 9iB9^ 
mi4 ammuairion ; and. that ti^ie lynw^ft^^jiiy 
armsy made by the towns, ar« da|Jj yyi||frrr\a^jt 
appl^ded(7> ; ; ^^^^r 

The CoinoHtiee of FMh^ Sa^ty j^ftgftjfy 
diredt t^eir vi$w# to the aboliti|>n ofriliblfk zMf) 
to the Agrarian Laws^-^or f|b3.i(j|j^ri)^4mq9f 
tj2e .la44» lUQong the people. Thii C#iQ|iijmg| 
for agikuitore and hgiH^tim^ ^sily^t^Aifiggr 
.articles to the cpde of l«w»9 -whi^ itillWi^it 
to /coa^iidare .and fix ihe €(»i^f^;of ..t^^JMR" 
tory of France^iind which yio)j|te^ ali tl|A^4P:W^ 
which have been confecra^ad by the 1 iifa g fl fcj g f 
aU n^dons, the fai^b of a)I cc^tr^^s^ Jtmi^jHb^ 
pofleflioa of n^aay dge^. ' C9^\)imte9^§feptgJ^ 
toniihed bii$ feUows by theHnmoraAJftynO^ilfeic 
code ;. and. it has therefore been 4npeiT(B4« 904^ 
o»i oppofitionj' as the fundainental l^w j^i ^fnt 
piriy^ in the French>RepnUici. ^^M^MH 
made within thefe lad firr mnnthir.j'njlhftitjimr 
Committees, fix the extent of a fam, WtSpJKf- 

fenu i 
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peifii^i. dddsctf ^ oriff <Wm W be *ht p(*ti<m of 

teiK^/foffiei^t^ibiwerei^ ja^ly ; and confiM ttm 

ii»»iS|^tife-{irbiHSrty ^ indilftry^ te an htiwM 

theiMiii^'^ltTr^. • -A^ revedtie' of toiv tfitwafand 

BW^lisbi^been.triEanf as the mixiAum tyf pn^ 

inakH fiM^nisi :*Butv:thefe'^rraAgeifie^ are not 

«*iW*tMly^dccrefedi jSRa measurement of the 

'si^ttifelttHTitoif ofiFraincie, its r^lftratioa inr thfe 

ftt&t B6^, and tbe»fciztiTc of the; property and 

titfierofaU-incKiHdnah, which has beltifhfelyed 

^fMHl^'^Juifl have pitt in the handsof Hie Gom-i 

mitikr :jof Public Safety, means for creatang to 

AHMifefe^es, fb^ ^rattskdus conceffioit«5..a' ftffong 

iifiil ef p&rtifans^' who may be alfle to re&fl and' 

i'^lrfMi'tiie'di&tis&dim^ kfboum^s, £ar- 

ittW^iilid oldi^prbpsietors. The wifckadnefs of 

Iil»4:^#tttii9 a^Vitkfach fon&^ythait they 

tlX/tM^^tkefstapertj:^ the enHgnmt$,;in laorge 

xlHRa^'fthd in'diisedt tti^tioa of tlH»tu)wnj&ntr^, 

jmHift^ iaf§ fo^^ arpeAs ; vJtirthe defign bf 

Itfiitateg th^ p!t>perty tiHii fold, after tiie poric^ 

ftlKU4BfMe cci^t)^^ to the expeacte tA the 

il^-iind't^-ptirtAafer Aatt h£(^e e^diaiiifted ht$ 

rt i iitl ettt ^ tte defence iof that wbieh he is not 

i^^pfl ' IKth' the esseepttOfi of iottit few i^r^ 

^Mrx-'fo^ikd Pdirig^ which have bedn divided a^ 

jttMly Mlflffe commteafeics wbick gge ithe moft 

^ i ii l fc^ ^ifefevaintifirnifts ; the miidtizi property 

lUI» been always fold in large lots- - ' > 

'.••* %. .' - X . The 
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- The RcpuMic docs not dcriVie^iA^th^'firfid of 
the ndional property, a tetura sidequata^dlfi^^ 
parentvalue of the thhigs fold. [Mtich of tiie^deteiS- 
try ha^ been laid abfolutelywafte*^ andiffae^oA 
enormous dilapidations are e^^erywhef e eirrifid 
on. Forefts are cur down; woTeaUes of fA^RAPCt^ 
are fold^ the loweft price; Avery fmall )>ktW 
the produce of the fales, is paid into th^'ti«ttfo- 
iries of i4ie diftrifts j the reft- bdng greedii^T'tti^ 
fraudWenttyinterceptedbytheadniinlftfetMN^ftr 
private nfes. Covetous and dflhoh^ CdftfiAtit 
ikrtes fwarm through all France. Thefe^to^ fti^ti 
hurried into prifons, and replacfed^^y^fiifc dfefllfMi 
^nultitudcs of fimilar bIood-foJ[;lcers, v^ cA^gtffy 
'gTai|> that plunder of which another rad^' iff iSdn 
to ffa-ip them. From one end of ^ the^ HMtg^Uta 
'^to the other, tlfcrc feems^o be aaienHS^icni^ be- 
tween the' n*bery of the admiiiM!r«4#s'<^tttd 
that of the deputies ; and the fbf raer giye^^Stlsm- 
felves up to the mbft dtfgraceftil det)Sfoch^i*f|C|is 
well as the latter. The moft |M^cidi« 'artf^s 
of moveable propeKy, becbme their prey 'jbthe 
furniture abftrafted from the palaces of ftb^-Rdf- 
ai family, is piled up in carelefs profiliieit, MPihe 
Jialls of ithe Committees at the Thuille^iiB^i^n 
the offices of the adminiflrative bbdies^^-^^^JaiLd-^in 
thofe famptaous bou&s wliich the depv^ie^ptir' 
chafe with the fpoils of the people^ but^aiw^ 
under borrowed names. ^ ' .^' i ... 

Verfailles, 



io iM!tftiiltei&f.in w^€h virtuear be«efi|Q0pice,-:and 

^Mtoce^imd, l)in feiift jinha,l?iliaaits (8.) itscaftlc 
il«>0r^li)tjy^, ckilrojFed bytbiei department, ai^ 
iallrif«>p9l#r.Jc^{ie«. Tile ayeauea. Iiave b^eea 
«Hlld4(W4(> tb^ le»Aw works carried avtray^ a part 
i^^M^ifiaiyiwg' brfdcenw Thofe paimiogs which 
lJ!»»7t]^fl-a4w»ratiw <>f Europe, are deflaroyed. 
^fet^lBgAwMt fWift^tuQs of marble y the r^eprefi^- 
'iil|M^i9fii^!^;gra^^^ beauty f tfid thofe of 
4a»]l0^ m^^HW^c^t^. of the vidbories of L^wis 
iJbtii€Silipdt» has^ ^vsUl the ornanjients of this &- 
^Kqgl9§:||]|r^4^Rt pf y^rfa^Ues, withftood^ hithertp, 
^^fri^^a^w p£ lupine wd barbarifm* .ItJaojiJ^ 
4eeilM^lwt.^,«HR..o^ vilify is upmrved, vhea 
ifiHI^fflitt^y'the^^iMus of Le\m the. fourteenth. 
^od'SflTiiO^^^^^. actfhing now remains, . biu . the 
igtory^ffji^m^^.conneiSied with that of thegreat 
-QltSi^^n^ name, ftill dr^eaded by the Revolu- 
^o^i(l41},axKl: traAfpaitt^d from age to age by a 
iBlSftiftf h^pes, : That ^^eat of glory, pleafure, 
;illd,aj$yTdiv«i!le4pf all its ancient fplendopr, is 
'^tt^Ulg iBore than a dreary prifon, in which 
^^fy;:^ 2ffe ,ca^&n^^ wha dare to regret thevir- 
rUms^^gk^ t|^e^g]Featnefs. of its princes. . It has long 
fbq}»pfillF4 with priibners^ 
-tu(!?*««jd:edifices,i rpyal palaces j the jjxaufe^>b|e- 
Iq^igHUglo tiie^.prinqes ; all the offices of the old 
jadminxilration, and of the grading, coiippanieSfi 
'■^liK-i- a great 
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^ grot part of the b$$ih aiul odicar priacijiai 
houfos in Paris, aod aliMft idl tite otber mMHk 
in France; hare been giv^f^ ^ to the Coioftteit- 
ed'Aathorilies, and to the popular fodeM^ or 
to, apart for mann&dories of arms smd ammu* 
xution, or for other ReTolaiionary porpofcs* MA 
thde thinga which the Convention has bew ob^ 
liged to appropriate to pubKc ufes, have gtcadfr 
impaired the value and the produce of ti^ finr- 
foited propertf. I may venture to afleit; 'Vsprnt 
the authority of documents fumiihed by tfaE9lii%e 
Committees upon the National DomaittSy diat 
the total f^mated value ^ the naAmal propatf^ 
amounted, on the firft of April laft, nearly to d(^t 
ihoufand nullions ; that the iakable part of that 
property, was vahied at fi& ihott&nd aikklii^ 
hundred miUions; and that the debts npem^t, 
excluilve of thofe of the clergy^ amomltedito 
ninete^i hundred millions. The propertyiofildie 
clergy is not yet wholly fold* The fale of <*rfk 
property of the Emigrantjg has gone briikiyton) 
fmce the month of January laft. Till that time, 
but a very few adjudications had been obtained*; 
and thofe with the greatelt difficulty* Rdber- 
fpierre's committee were obliged to fend to Ar- 
ras, Lille, Metz, and three and twenty other* of 
the capital cities, large fums to the popuAs^fc- 
cieties, to be employed in infiigatmg the people 
to thofe ads. of rpbbery, in which byterrour, 

-and 
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iSBod by the repobKcn coaquefts, v^ry many hne^ 
bydds time, been indncetf to i>et:eme zccom^ 
cedi ^ JkUf, the peopU look withiittle confidckiM 
mi tfaflCfe acquMti<His, tim illegality (^ which they 
«lhiw. Tiiereve whole diftri^s in which th^ 
Jabouresrs and iaxmers hare refilled to avail them^ 
Mviasiiof what they otll an tmjuft abjlradknof 
fti^kvriffrtm iu tmmers {gS) But, there i&re«. 
font ^ fiear^ diat tfai^ illuftrious probity ihay 
ip^idUy yidd to tyranny, and to the alluremenc^ 
aBinWeftvt 

•:;iA»ii«Dii8 influence upon the French public re- 
^vtOQe^aitis needlefs to calculat^^ either the ac- 
tiiai>YaliLQtof thitf immeAfe ma& of Iand-prope)L 
tft» or the rents which it might afford ( i o) j Fop, 
tjre ^ote territory of Frailce may be regarded 
ai^ jbdonging to the Committee of Public Safety; 
thecAcersofjttftiCe alone, levy the rentg ; the 
jAiitifhmoits continually infli£ked$ operate as a 
hyptahe^ation^ from time to time renewed, and 
in favour' of the affignats, inexhauftible, till the 
revolutionary tyra9ny (hall be overthrown. In 
the month of March, there were eight thoufand 
afid one hundred millions of afiignats indrcula- 
ti»n f tod there \% every reafon to believe, that 
rhey may- be augmented to ten, before the end 
of t)ie year. It has been calculated, that the 
national debts entered in the Great Bookj anilount 
tp ttiMe than fix thoufand millions. The whole 

debts 
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debts of (he French R^tiUic .viU^^h«>sft)A^ifii- 
' mount, at chi» &ae> to fi^oatboiafimii lailfiprtA 
At: lead : For, a^oog tbofe ckbtft^ are taAmjiSt 
eluded all the affignats, whether emitt^jbfipv^ 
lie discree, .fecretly,'or Iranduimdyr/QtPw.tcMeui 
iating through France: /. vi; r>riq 

It will be itatarally conceived) ttoit .the j^Qt 
aifliment of the creditors o£ the Siate^-muStAt?- 
ceflarily diminifli the fiim of its debts. . BttC»tif« 
muft not fuj^pofey that becaufe ihie GomoitMs of 
Finances have impudently reduced' the ^Vlmhd 
oC the ftate^creditofs from 2^^,000 to 90,^1^10$ 
that the public debts have been prepontiiiit^ttg; 
diminiihedr One creditor had, in feme (Sifes, 
debts due from the fta^e, in twenty differentfi^itn^ 
Tbefe W/ere payable out of the tax upon pwpAitib 
out of the falt^duties, by the ftates of >fo»e p^ 
ticular province, . out of the revenue dired); 4Me 
from the ineorporated community of fome iavms^ 
or were difguiied under the denominatteft-^^df 
Royal or Provincial Loans. Thus one .cr^dftw 
held feveral different fecurities from tbe^ fhMsg 
and ranked as feveral, among its creditors. fJiiS 
prefent, in confequence of the addition ofj^tjiftfe 
different fpecies of debts into one fomji^itbe 
mis^ber of creditors is reduced in many idtftftni- 
ce$, in whiich there has been no redu^aion pfjtikr 
4$bt. ^Xhofe regiftered ftate-debts, ctf'*wftM^ 
.eveiy one is anxiovrs to quit himfelf; that traf- 
fic 
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felns' to TiUainy^ €iin^ bfi; in the name of' th« 
Rep^iblic ; and the itk«i^x&fe pro&t% alloired t6 
ttmx9&^itBy ftiU kieep tip In tbe^ capital, not a 
iittte of the flif of barmeTs. The affignats ar d 
paid away for the materials of bmlding; bediiftj 
it is ea^er to acquire than to preferve them. : In 
thiiftfb 'fond ddufiye hope$, which, even in th^ 
ptifon^j are not extinguiflied (ii»))' thoufaiida 
of pAlmeg are ^reared upon the findfi: models of 
QMkf^Bnd Roman archltedute. But they rei 
nu&n^.^ct^miliaciiy uninhftUted, tilt they are feii^i 
»4'Ar«fhe:ftace. 

Tfee parfe, the bank,^ and commerce, yieM tfB 
tdf rte*t6iir and to tyrawiy. Id imti ' 3^8 the 
n^iliHdnd ' rafcs^ Cambdn, \lii^ has feized the 
fu^^eMr managetHentof tb^ Pul^ Reveniie, 
Mikiif^ut^hj hhtepohs and harangues to m$in- 
taftr^tfefe <»ttfkJience of the peopfe in^thfc Natiotf^ 
at cK^it, The; difttuft of it is fo.i:rtiiverial, arid 
£:$>tiib3fng^ ^at <}us pretences, as they are abfdi 
hArt^ meffeftaal,' feem to be perfeftly unnecef- 
ftfty. ^Therc is not a man in France who does 
»iftfkx|)e^ td (eethe affignats, the regiftefed n^- 
dd»DLal dl^s, 'the aids of National munificence, 
aflditilie penfions |>refently paid by the nation, 
allli'^ltowed up in the gulph of the war and the 
re^^tttito : And for this reafoa, ail drive, who 
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ihall iirft; furr^Qder hi^ ftare^ in: order tofecur^ 
^ prote£tioa of GoverfMa^iit (i 2O rr. 

. Tbff e is act now a fin^ Freni^ Grown 
(Britifh half-crown* nearly) ill circulatiei^v^ a&y 
where through the whole Empire* The coppef^f 
inoney which was coined in gtieat prcfufion, 
quickly difappeared; and wa^ buded in theie^rthi 
with thofe vafl: quantities of gold aaftd filvtr whiich 
have been difpofed of, in the faniemannerv ITjsr, 
the circulation of that<coin ia not prohibited by 
law. . When thia prohibition was propofedt, un« 
der pain ofdiealh.; Ramel obferv^ in thenmsie 
of the Committee upon the Finances, that inch 
a law, if ena^ed, would oCcafion a great p^ of 
the old coils: to be buried in the tiarth, as it waa 
. witbdrawu fvbm circulation* Although the law 
propofed, was, Upon the above obfervation, . re^ 
jc&ed i yet, the po0effor oi certain pkces of gold 
coins Is nevetthi^lefs almdft inevitably tsfpofed 
to ^ccufatioa Oft this account f firriat no perfon 
dare c*:€?riy attempt to circulate that fpeciea of 
money. TbQ Commiflaries often fei^e even the 
gold and filver.in the poffeffion of the jeweUers 
and gQldftBi^hs^ replacing its vahid with aifignata 
delivered at /dr. All the accounts pobliftied by 
the Committee Upon the Finances, are£i)fein 
all their particulars. The nccci&ry expenditure 
upon the projeds of the Cortimittee of Ptoblic 
Safety, daily inereafes the wafte, which is not)efs. 

3 exceffive 
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violation of private ipve^i^ty, bywhi<ib it is fdp: 

pq^Md» Nothing 4S'honefliy Sind faii^Iy pifd on 

th«^,t^ frf the Nation $ no debt i^ difcharged;^ 

^9lpirithft0nding allche pompoutai pi^tences df 

Cpmbw^ the penfibns granted by Nhtionai b'e-^ 

V^mce^ and the annuities payable ev^ry fort- 

i4glttnpon tke ^uUk debt&, are in arrear for 

iD9«B than twelye, months. So many civic for* 

ni^UnM ftaad between the Nationiil Treafury 

suBidl th^ Pab)JC' cie4it<>r, that it requires an db^ 

iUnfti^ciMaribyemnce^ wbich too often proves e- 

^liattyidtngoroiis and fruitless, to obtain the pay- 

me9¥^f JWji part of the int-ereft due to the credi- 

t£r#- Gectificates of their 'Oivifm^ are denied to all 

xi^ Jmv^ anything more tlian fom^ t^y trifling' 

fu^ tfiiiiiaAm* And the r^fufalof the certiftcsCte 

i9ii%}^aft< always the iignal of immedhte confine*' 

AtQi^^ the unjuft calumnies • which can W 
tfarQWSt'putiagainil: truths the mod abfurd is, 
thM ivshiiih^epitefents me as having exagger^ed 
tiiAttsuel|ti$8 commki:ed by the deputies, agents^ 
a^^fl^tiiyiees.of ,the Convention, in their prefent 
giiff^fWUentof France.' But, as fome perfons^ 
i^Q^rjgnoraBce i^ either to ht pitied, or therr 
d$figlt$.ilP *be fti^£led, have pretended that />r* 
jWMyiiepiihets nre very improperly appkedto ^^ 
gjl9^Ai ^Uaiasr who, at prefent defolate*, under 
//'):> A.- Y the 
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the pretence of governing my oountiry ; I nmft 
tell them, that the crimes of which the Jacc^iaa 
have openly declared ihemfelv^ the authovs^ ac- 
complices, or inftruments, want names to ex« 
prefs their atrocity ; that it is as hard to cahkBi* 
niate, as to forgive them ; that they have over^ 
leaped thofe hounds which confcience and reimrfe 
had placed before the career of imagination ; that 
they have dragged into day, thofe crimes which 
antiquity hid in the darknefs of hell ; that the 
afFociation of ruffians, calling themfelves the 
French National Convention^ now leave huitaan 
nature without excufe, and all thofe Frenchmen 
who have not yet forfaken their country;, with- 
out help, and almoft without hope. 

I muft tell thofe unfaithful tranjlators^ who 
are always ignorant of what they ckfire not to 
know, who never comprehend that which they 
are unwilling to underftand ; that there is, in 
this cafe, no fpecious pretext left, for an' excufe 
to mcredulity or difhonefty. I fhall here add 
fotae new (hading to that pifture which I have 
already exhibited, of the tyranny which deluges 
France with the blood of its inhabitants, and 
threatens the defolation of the earth : But, I 
cannot hope to reach the horrible truth of na- 
ture. To be abfolutely exaft, it were necefiary, 
that I fhould borrow the mu.rtherous ikilJ, and 
the inhumanity of the executioner. None but 

-they 
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they '^^ho have perpetrated thofe deeds of hor-* 
rovrr', cati write, their biflory. 

The ilGoinimttee;{o£ Public Safety have loud- 
ly declared, that, all who are in confinement, 
nofuftibeput to death, or, in other words, that 
they maft fall the vidinas of the fuccefs.of the 
Po^rers of Europej-r-of the fuccefs of the Re- 
public,— of the temptations prefcnted by their 
own partizans« Several ineiFedual attempts 
h^ve been made, to renew, in Paris, the maifai* 
cres of the 2d of September 1 792 (13). I haye 
already mentioned the number of thofe uixder 
arrefi. I may with truth fay, that it is daily 
augm^ted^ that, to poflefs, or to have pofief-* 
fed any fmall fortune, is a fufficient ground fqr 
any perfon's accufation ; that to have been the 
friend or relation of a perfon profcribed, is e- 
nough to fubjefl; you yourfelf to profcription ; 
(for evea divorce, hinders not the agents of the 
Committee from profecuting the felicity or the 
^mifery c£ thofe ties which it has diifolved ;) that 
to be rich and virtuous, is, to be guilty, ^nd 
ready to be hurried into confinement ; to be 
in confinement, is, to be already affaffinated. 

No accufer is required to produce evidence 

of the probability of his accufation, or even to 

communicate his own name, , or make known 

, the place of his abode. , If what he has told j 

paioves to be true, he receives a fum of money j 

and 
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and a larger fum, if it is found to be £dib« Per* 
fons are arrefted , without proof, interrogated 
without legal formalities, outrageoafly infulted 
by juries, and feparated from alLfocial nature 
before their miferies are terminated on the fcaf- 
fold (14)* If yoir have but a fmgle enemyi 
that one has power to bury you in a dungeon ; 
and having once denounced, he cannot after- 
wards, retraft, and juftify you. A word, a gef- 
ture, a look, a flgn of difapprobation, onefymp* 
torn of probity, lilence even itfelf, in many in- 
ilances, are fuificient to draw upon you, the 
wrath of tte Committee of General Security, 
You muft be guilty, in order that you may be 
declared innocent : You muil not be fufpe^fced 
of remorfe j if you would not be fufpe£ked of 
xncivifm.^ 

It is nbt enough to be a Villain in your heart ; 
you muft oftejitatioufly ihew yourfeff tobefuch. 
You muft talk of juftice and humanity in the 
canting language. of. knavery, and with the ac^ 
cent of rijffian ferocity. You muft not only af- 
faffinate the enemy of the .Committee, but hold 
up your blood-ftaincd hands, in the fcene of 
their meetings. You muft prefent the head, af- 
ter cutting it off, and add the fpoils to the heaps 
in the Thuilleries, in otdnv to gain a right to 
the gratitude of the Affembly. Every favour 
they confer, is the price of a crime perpetrated 

or 
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or proimfed j and they never fail to rccompenfe . 
the accomplices in their aflaffinations. 

The < old man is accufed of the pleafurcs or 
erromis of his y^uth ; the hufband on account 
<rf the virtue of his wife { the father for the 
condta€): of his children,*— although tjie law de- 
prive him of their obedience, and authorize their 
mifcondud. Several deputies have not been 
alhamed of fending to the revolutionary tribu- 
nal, the women whom they could not feducc 
(15). Thofe a&ions which were called goody 
by a ruffian -iti the Conftituent Afferably, are 
CQX^ned, in the eftimation of their merits, to 
the individual who performs them ; the reputed 
crhnes of any individual, are regarded, as com- 
municating thdir guilt to his" family, and many 
times, to the whole commonalty to which he 
belongs. All new laws have a retrofpeftive ef- 
feft. A villain becomes guilty in the eyes of 
his confederates, for being fuch only in an in- 
ferior degree. As a certain great minifter aflc- 
ed only two lines of any man's writing, in or- 
der to convift the writer of what he had never 
committed ; fo the Convention require only an 
eftate and virtues, to fatisfy them, that the man 
who poffeffes both, muft be afTaffinAted. 

rihall add, that compafEon is often condem- 
ned to fhare the fate' of him with whom it fym-. 
pathizes j that, even at the foot of the fcafFold, 

the 
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the tendernefs of nature, however ittvoltintar^y 
is not indulged with impunity ; nature is made 
refponfibie for thofe feelings which ihe cannot 
reprefs ; thefe muft be ftiffed, upon entering a 
popular fociety, and outrageoufly counteraded 
in a Revolutionary Commitcee ; the father is 
obliged to denounce his fon ; the fon often ads 
as a commiiTary, or officer of juftice, in his fa- 
ther's houfe } throughout the kingdom, religi- 
on, laws, quiet, reft, friendfhip, are no more. 
Such are the prefents with which the deftroyers 
of France threaten other nations !-Such is the 
fate which the French Jacobins are preparing 
for the Jacobins of all other countries ! 

' Merchants, artifans, and workmen, have be- 
come no lefs than the landholders, the objeds 
of furious perfecution. Stores have been feiz- 
ed, warehoufes emptied, and private credit laid 
under contribution (i6). The poffeffors of 
moneyed capitals, and the merchants, ftop pay- 
ment, with a fort of eagernefs^ and throw their 
aflfairs into confufion ; they have univerfally 
fought refuge in that poverty which no longer 
affords fecurity, and that obfcurity, which, how- 
ever, is no longer in France, the confolation 
and. protection of poverty. All old ' jealoufies 
and enmities are revived. Selfifli jealoufy, the 
moft dangerous and powerful paffion in the hu- 
man heart, purfues with inceffant ill offices, e- 

ven 
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ven thoJTe p^f fons whofe knowledge,, abilities, or 
ardour in th^ public fcrvice, have obtained re- 
coiupience^ from the Committee of Public Safe- 
ty. Their pride encourages induftry ; their ty- 
ranny deftfoys it. Internal trade is perifhing, 
with a rapid decline. There will foon be no other 
trade cari'ied on in Fra^nce, but that of denunci^ 
dtiony^ni^ that of printing (17). All merchants 
being obliged, under pain of death, to declare 
the nature )md the quantity of the goods in 
which they deal, and to fell them at a fixed 
price ; are by confequence, fubjeftcd to feyere 
lofies, where they continue to carry on their 
traffic, and to great dangers when they (hew a 
difpofition to relinquifh it ; for the Agents of 
the Committee^ abufe equally their induftry and 
their fears ( 1 8)* 

The law of the Maximum^ fixing the price of 
all artiqies which the ftate has occafion to pur- 
chafe, has aflumed as the ftandard for its eiti* 
n^ate, the prices of the year 1790, to which it 
^ows an, addition of one third, and charges of 
carria^ge., But, this legal valuation, which is 
ig., j^oportion to the refpeQ:ive values of goods 
sm.<^^a(j(I]gnats, eftimated as 2 to 7,— is always e- 
v^ed iii tranfadlions between private perfon$. 
Almoft all.ajrticles pf primary utility, have rifen 
tp.threp times jheir former real price, wifhin 
thefe laft two years ( 1 9), The labourer cannot 

live 
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live upon lef$ than 50 fcls a-day. Alt in this 
condition, murmur equally againft vidories and 
defeats, agaiiift their law-giverd^ and concerning 
their own wretchednefs. The Convention de- 
clares itfelf, fedentary in the capital, and per- 
manent, till the conclufion of a peace. The 
deputies amafs large fortunes, and difplay, in 
their ftyle of living, an infolently fumptuous 
luxury. The people, meanwhile, are <Jaily o- 
bliged to facrifice to the public, their property, 
their time, and their refources. The Repiibli- 
can rulers have even aftonifhed by the depravity 
of their manners, the moft corrupted city in Eu- 
rope. They live with common women. Thefe 
women drive a trade in accufations, or the im- 
putation of innocence ; prefide at the tables of 
the deputies ; adorn the car of triumph, at the 
national feftivals ; and difplay themfelves as 
walking ftatucs of liberty. AH things are ve- 
nal. Collot d'Herbois and Lindet, Amar and 
GufFroy, Tallien and Legendre, Panis and Ser- 
gent, receive in the Committees^ and even with 
the hands .of the Conftituted Authorities, the. 
prices of aflaffination, or of liberation; (20). 
There, certificates of refidence or civi/m,^figna- 
tures and paffports, are moft impudently and im- 
prudently fold. There, Barrere was feen to ex- 
z& an hundred thoufand livres, /or fetting a rc- 
fpeftafale lady at liberty (21) ; and to Cgn with 

tht 
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the fame hand, and at the fame time, the or- 
der for her liberation, and another order to 
the Revolutionary Tribunal, to profecute her 
anew. There, Roberfpierre encouraged this ve- 
nality, of purpofe to make it afterwards, a fub- 
jeft of accufation againft thofe characters he 
ihould have occafion to dread. Upon fuch 
grounds, pcriihed Huillier, — that noted affaflin of 
the 2d of September, the leading member of the 
department of Paris, and the confident of Ro- 
berfpierre, — for daring to blame the diflater for 
fuch an infamous traffic of corruption and pil- 
lage. Upon fuch grounds, periflied Chabot, 
Bazire, La Croix, Danton, de Launay d*An- 
gers, Fabre, and others, ^ Thus peVifli all the 
Agents and Co-adjutors of the Committees, 
fpoiled by the fame rapine which they have 
themfelves for a >?vhile exercifed, vidims of that 
aflaffination of which they have been the promp- 
ters or the inflruments. 

It is not to be denied that decrees have been 
enaded, as well for the improvement of the pub- 
lic morals, as in favour of juftice, humanity, 
and toleration. But, the more, debauchery is 
profcribed by the laws of the police, fo much 
the iBore is it ftill tolerated by the magiftrates. It 
is from the midft of inceffant orgies, that the de- 
puties of the people, the adminiftrators, generals; 
and foldiers, fet out to ravage the frontiers, and 
2 defolate 
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dcfolate the province?. A decree of the Com- 
mon Council of Paris, enjoined all women o£ a* 
bandoned manners to be fecludcd from public 
intercourfe ; but like all the reft of their decrees 
that are direded to any good or ufeful purpofe, 
it was not carried into execution. For, to pre- 
vent OUT furprife that the Convention feould 
fometimes fuifer its decrees to embrace views of 
good J we muft know, that all its laws are form- 
ed to be fufc^ptible of a double fenfe j the fe- 
cret fpirjt known to the oppreflbr only,— the op- 
prefled being left to expofe himfelf to accufation, 
by obeying the illufive literal fenfe; that thp 
pretence of- good, is one of the means which the 
Committee of Public Safety employs for the ao- 
complifhment of mifchief ; and that they neyer 
do good, but with the intention of evil. • .v 

I muft next fpeak of fcenes of horrour anxl of 
guilt, exceeding all that is fliocking in hiftory ; 
and relate what pafTed in Paris for the fpace^f 
nine whole days of facrilege and rapine.. In an. 
inftanr, that city was converted into a wide theatre, 
on ^hich, all that is facred in religion and mora- 
lity, the duties and the virtues, were abando/iedCo 
the outrages of a frantic populace. The churches 
were pillaged, and all the folemn fubjefts of f^- 
gion, and its moft venerable objefl:s,expof€d to the 
profanation of blafphemy, of drunkenncfs, of all 
the profligacy of thofe dregs and that abomination 
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of the uteitions, which in thefe ' laft five years, 
have been received into the capital of France. 
The tombs of the dead were violated (22.), their 
aibes fcattered, and death was no longer a re- 
fuge from the troubling of the wicked. In the 
cb^irches, men indecently naked, mutilated thofe 
t^oiains of martyrs which had long been objeSs 
of the veneration of the faithful. The facred 
emblems of chriftianity were dafhed in the duft ; 
the image of God, Moft High, was broken in 
.^ces by the axe of th^ executioner. The vi- 
kft ittiimals were covered with the confecrated 
^^t'naments of his priqfts ; fongs the moft licen- 
tious, every where, infulted the celebration of 
his holy myfleries. Magiftrates, by their pre-' 
l^ce^ gave the fanftion of law to th^k/aturna* 
liaj in which the bo^vlings of the cannibals ftruck 
^teirour cVcn into the hearts of their leaders. 
The wolfifli gang then repaired to the hall of the 
'Ifarional Convention. The Convention receiv- 
ed them with gratulation, recorded their execra- 
ble triumph in its annals, ^nd eonfigned the 
plunder which they brought, to its Committees* 
It'purcbafed at the price of 1,550,000 livres, 
thofe liine days, which are unequalled in the an- 
lials of any other age or nation. Almoft at the 
'ikme moment, equally hellifti bands fpread over 
all France ; braving and infulting the Divine 
Being, and Violating the fandtity of every forni 

of 
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of religious worfhip. The demoKtion of the 
churches was a neceffary confequcnce of their 
devaftation. It was permitted in certain dif- 
trifts, and Commanded in others. Selftintcrcft 
became an accomplice with impiety ; and the 
liberty of adoring God, was denied to every in- 
dividual. In thofe days of niourning and defo- 
lation, you muft either profcribe the Deity, or 
be profcribed yourfelf. 

Then was that bafe wretch whofe career was 
fhortened by a villain more execrable than him- 
felf (23); then was Marat placed by Roberfpierre 
on the altar raifed to the Supreme Being, and 
cxpofed on it, together with le Pelletier St Far- 
geau. The two monfters took poffefSon of all 
the temples, all the theatres, and all the depart- 
ments. They were invoked, as deified mortals, 
by their colleagues, and made objefts of derifion 
by the populace of Paris, whofe ribaldry was 
not to be checked. Three months after, they 
were conveyed to the Pantheon, where they arc 
ftill to be feen (24.) 

Religion was as outrageoully perfecuted, as 
Royalty.^ The eagernefs for its deftriiftion even 
outran the neceffary precautions. Five men were 
killed in attempting to put up the red cap, the 
blood-coloured emblem of Republicanifm, upon 
the Dome of the Hofpital of Invalids. In that 
temple facrcd to glory, religion no more con- 

foles 
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foles thofe viftims of war, who died bleffing 
their Gdd and the greateft of their Kings. Eve- 
ry monument of the beneficence of the French 
monarchs, has been defaced, mutilated, or car- 
ried away. It ihould feem that the Convention 
were afliamed of the ancient grandeur and glory 
of the French Nation ; and regarded with dread 
even the memorials of hiftory, and the tacit re- 
proaches of the arts. They ordered all manu- 
fcripts to be burnt ; and by a ftrange inftance of 
Telf-contradiftion, equally expreffive of avarice 
and tyranny, forbade the exportation of any 
books, even of books upon religion, out of 
France. They have decreed, that the Royal 
Library fhall be purged ; that there fhall be 
formed in every diftrift, a Revolutionary Lib- 
rary ; that there fhall be a new Grammar print- 
ed ; and new books prepared for the inftrudion 
of children. 

St Denir, ^t Germain, Fontainebleau, Choify, 
Brunoy, royal palaces, or villas, country-houfes, 
and villages, have all changed their names, maf- 
ters, and inhabitants (25.) It was in contem- 
plation to give Paris, the name of the City of 
Equality ; but, this abfurdity has not yet ta- 
ken effcft. The Republic have taken upon them 
the diftribution and nomination of the- feafons 
and days ; they have changed the order in the 
corijiputation of the parts of the year, which is 

generally 
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generally received through the world ; and ap- 
plying to every thing that decimal calculation, 
tht fimplicity of which gives it a confiderable 
recommendation, have decreed that the day fhaii 
henceforth confift of ten hours, the hour of 1 44 
minutes; that the month fhall confift of ;^o days, 
and the year of 36©. They have fct apart five 
whole days (the return of which they lately fear- 
ed that they fhould never fee,) for the annrrer- 
fary celebration of the memory of their erroiit^ 
and their crimes. It was Fabr6 d' Eglantine ; 
who feemed to have been condemned to be? the 
puppet of the applaufes of the modern thcdtte ; 
an intriguidg writer of letters, who was fedueed 
by a fmall (hare of vain-glory, and large funis of 
money ; it was he who made the new meafur^- 
ment of time, and framed the revolutionary ci*. 
lendar, the inftitution of which he did not long 
furvive. This Hegyra of wickednefs and abfitr- 
dity, was firft thQught of, in the midff of' one 
of thofe drunken ei^tertainments, in which tlie 
deputies pafs their nights. It was propofed to 
give to the month of May, the name of Veniis, 
to September, that of Bacchus. But, in fpitc of 
La Harpe and Chenier, the fpirit of Sans^uldt- 
tifm prevailed over the amiable illufions and the 
poefy of antiquity, from which we derive the 
namesof our months and weeks. And names have 
been framed which no language recognizes (2,6.) 

The 
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The. man who i$ not deterred from indulging 
thofe foft afFedions which muhiply our exiftenGe> 
and ventures to fubmit to the ties of lawful loye, 
^midft the horrours which feera to fay that chafte 
miitual love can exift no more, muft receive from 
the hands of amunicipality he diflikes, — the bride 
whom they will foon again divide from him ; di- 
vorce has been freed from thofe formalities which 
wer^. at fiiift prefcribed for it ; fo that it now 
giv§s free courfe to domeftic ditfenfions, and 
favours every bad paffion. One profligate wretch 
iB(ay> in the fpace of a fingle year, pollute twen- 
ty, different femilies with his mifchievous prin- 
ciples, and his immorality. 

A man is ftigmatizid, at his birth, with 
the opprobria of Republicanifm. He is infcribed 
in tho Book of Life for the particular municipa- 
lityMin which he is born, and graced or rather 
difgtaced with the names of Sanfculotte^ Le FeU 
htierj Marat ^ &c. which his parents promife that 
they will teach him to deferve. The revolution-^ 
. ^^Jihdol receives him from the cradle* The 
republic claims his boyifli fervices. He wearg 
its x-hains, while he lives. He dies fightii^g bin- 
der its . banners. His mourning family have it 
nqtf^in their power to follow his body to the 
gf ave, and there to invoke the God of his fathers 
to rbe merciful to his foul. He is ohfcuuely 
finte^red_ in foreign earth ; and forbidden to 
. > foothc 
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foothe his dying moments with the hopes of 
futurity (a;)* 

In feveral provinces in the North, thefe unhap- 
py novehies of opinion are ftill rcjefted. Into cer- 
tain cantons ^rhich I will not, by oaming them, 
expofe to the fury of the Commiaee, the priefts 
have returned with an ardour of faith and zeal, 
in which they are ready to claim the Crown of 
Martyrdom, Perfccuted with a cruel fury which 
length f^^ time does rot relax or mitigate, they 
fkulk in the woods through the day : At the 
return of niglit, they come out to the farm- 
houfes to exercife their facred fundions. Their 
holy fervices yield confolation auij peace of mind 
to the people of the county, who venture to 
ftare their dangers, and to contribute to them, 
the neceffaries for fubfiitence. But, the nume- 
rous emiflaries of the Convennon render this 
exalted duty, each day, more and more difficult. 
Indifference for the perfecuted religioa, iprcads 
and broods over the country, with the tyranny 
by which that religion is purfued. 

This is one caufe of the _ difcontent which is 
rifmg every day, higher and higher. The mi- , 
fery of the people is enhanced by thofe very 
means which the Convention offer for their re- 
lief (28;, Thofe means of 'relief, are granted 
only as the price of cxettions ^hich it requires 
for its defence ; and by thefe exertions, the 
1 • ftrength 
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ftrength of the People is ftill m6rc and rnbte 
exhaufled. Upon every event, fortunate or un- 
fortunate, the terrour of the People, is laid un- 
der contribndon. Conqiiefts are to be fecared 
and enlarged ; defeats to be repaired and aven- 
ged. Arms, linen, clothes, provifions, are all 
demanded, and delivered up (29). The popu- 
lar focieties even lay thofe things under requifi- 
tion, which have been excepted by the decrees 
of the Convention ; and their orders are always 
approved. From fijc to ten in the evening, 
throughout the republic, the bell rings, and the 
People affemble in the Clubs, to hear decrees^ 
addreffes, and news. None dare abfent them* 
felves J for, fuch an aft of incivifm would be 
puniihed with the lofs of liberty and proper- 
ty. From the clubs, couriers are daily fent to 
demand from the Committee of Public Safety^ 
the fums neceffary to the perpetration of the Re«» 
publitan crime? wWch they refolve upon. From 
the fame clubs, are fent, thofe fallacious eftimates 
of property with which the Convention fill the 
record of their proceedings. From them too, 
are the pikes diftributed, w^th which the very 
women and children are armed for the pillage 
of property. In thofe clubs, the candidate for 
a public office, or the citizen under accufation, 
is interrogated. Whom have you denounced ? Who 
has been^ upon your accufation^ delivered over to 
A a the 
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the Revolutionary Tribunal? What were your 
feats on the tenth of /iugujh ? 

Twelve rafcals are fufficient for the inftitution 
of a fociety, or for a Revolutionary Commktee ; 
an hundred, for •the Government of a town or 
diftrift. Six thoufand men make Paris tremble. 
I will venture to fay that the fincere partisans of 
the Convention, in that city, do not exceedthat 
number. Twenty or thirty thoufand men, are 
the blind inftruments of the band. Neceffity 
conftrains, and terrgur oppreffes the reft (3o> 
From thefe data, the number may be calculated, 
of thofe who hold the reins of oppreffion through 
the provinces j and fome judgment may be form- 
ed of the degree of torpor and terrified fubmiffion 
which prevails among all the re|t of the Nation. 
J It IS TIME to turn our attention upon that 
corner^ which wi^l long retain the moft illuftri- 
£)us name that has been fignalized in the French 
Revplution. The long refiftancc, and the atnaz- 
ing energy of fpirit, which have been difplayed in 
the midil of an hoftile empire, that has fled, on all 
fides, before an handful of inteftine ^oppofers, 
niuft undoubtedly depend on caufes worthy of a 
particular invcftigation. 

That* civil war, which has transformed into 
bands of Spartaci^ thofe heroes who threatened 
Paris and the Convention with a danger not in- 
ferior to that with which the illuftrious Gladiar 

tar 
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tor once terrified Rome and her Senate j that 
dfefperate oppofition which I-a Vendee has made 
to the deftrpyers of France ; took its rife from 
the warm attachment of the inhabitants of this 
diftridt, to their priefts and nobles. The pea- 
fants rofe in arms, to oppofe the viQlation of 
property and rights, and the invafion of atheifm 
and oppreffion. They marched, ftrong in ar- 
dent courage^ and iii reftitude and purity of 
confcience. What they dared to attempt, is , 
aftonifliing to imagination ; what they have ac- 
coHiplilhed, even amidft difafters, muft crown 
them with immortal glory. In abfolute want, of 
every neceffary meuns of fuccefs, they dared to 
make the attempt of refcuing the empire. Their 
intrepidity purchafed them arms and ammunition. 
The purity of their motives, and the lawfulnefs 
of their rights enabled the leaders to procure 
foldiers ; who were not afraid to embrace fo 
dangerous a caufc;. arid who dared to join them 
in purfuing it through the paths of death. 

The peafants of Poidtou, placing full confi- 
dence in their leaders, fliewed a determined re^ 
folution to conquer, worthy of higher admiration^ 
than that with which Europe has beheld their 
efforts.' The advantages whieh the Republic^ 
at dMFerent times, gained over them, coft the 
Convention more, in blood and treafure, than 
they have expended, upon their moft fignal 

difafters 
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difaf}:er8 on the frontiers. The warriours of La 
Vendee, before they evacuatad Le Mans» had 
ilain, in it, thirteen thouiand men ; La Fleche 
coft the Convention, ten thoufand men ; the 
Royalifts flew, or otherwife deftroyed, in their 
irruption into Normandy, no fewer than fix and 
thirty thoufand of the Republicans. They ef- 
fected their paflage over the Loire j one of the 
moil dilEcult of military operations ; in confe- 
quence of the continual fluftuations of the bed 
of the river. The decree of the Convention 
for their total de(lru£Uon, paifed on the 20th of 
Oftober, exprefied plainly the fruitleffncfs of 
their own efforts, and the greatnefs of their 
fears. 

Three of the Republican generals ventured 
to reprefent to the Committee of Public Safety, 
in the month of December, that the war in La 
Vendee, could not be terminated in lefs than 
two years: And general Danican convinced 
them of this. 

The Royalifts, ha^ve however, to contend with 
both art and nature, with men, and with the 
deputies of the Convention. In no region, in 
no age, has barbarity ever before, had more fe- 
rocious and favage minifters to execute its be- 
hefts. La Vendee was fpeedily made a fccne of 
deiblation atid ruin. A territory ,of twenty 
leagues was wajfted by conflagration. Har- 

vefts, 



veft»9 woods, houfes, were deilroyed ; no veftige 
remained of aught, but the cruelty of the mon- 
iters of Republicanifm, and the glory of the he- 
roes of royalty. In&ncy and old age, thofe two 
periods of life which are ever innocent, and eve- 
ry where refpe&ed, were, in this inftance^ pro- 
fcribed and afiaffinated. The women were not 
fpared : More than fix hundred of thefe were 
maffacred at Laval, La Fleche, and Sable. Crimes 
unexampled in former ages, were fiercely perpe- 
trated. Women with child, were ripped up 
with the bayonet; the infants torn from the 
womb with the bloody weapon, held aloft on 
its point, then dafhed upon the mangled corpfe 
of the mother (3i)- The laft agonies of the 
dying, were not fecure from rape. Thefe mur- 
ders were perpetrated under the eyeof a wretch 
named Pierry ; at the orders of a monfter called 
Santerrc; Phelippeaux rewarded the perpetra- 
tors ; and the Convention proudly recorded the 
mafTacre in their annals.. Such are the names 
to be tranfmitted td pofterity. Horrible and 
diftreffing will be the talk of that Hiftorian who 
fliall undertake to preferve to future ages, the 
accurfed memory of the French Revolution. . 

Fire, fword, and prifon, were employed a- 
gainft the Royalifts of La Vendee (32). Na- 
ture, was in a manner, to be deftroyed, in or- 
der to conquer them : Nature yielded j but, 

they 
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they ftill contend. The remoteft pofterity will 
blefs their eflForts, or honour the memory of 
their misfortunes* The names of Rowchejaqae- 
lin, D'Elbee, Bonchamp, Lefcure, Charrette, 
and Cantineau, muft prove immortal. Nor 
fliall they dread the cenfure of hlftory. Hiftory 
pardons no faiths, fave thofe of which the com- 
million was unavoidable. Scarcely any faults 
have been committed by them. They gave an 
example, often of moderation, always of juftice. 
They committed to the flames, thofe repofito- 
ries of new laws or crimes which were to be 
found in every village. They protefted fuch 
as had erred through weaknefs, but puhiflied 
villains and traitors. Even thefe, they occafion- 
ally pardoned, with a magnanimous and dan- 
gerous clemency. They proclaimed their King, 
and worlhipped their God. They Ihewed them^ 
felves the* deliverers, not the conquerors of their 
country. They were the hope of the Monar- 
chy, and the terrour of the Republic. 

Yet again, I will affirm, that La Vendee has 
been the moft formidable enemy of the Conven- 
tion. The Convention dreads it ftill. Out of 
it only, can aft eflFeftual Counter-Revoiution a- 
rife.* The Committee of Public Safety, dread 
Frenchmen juft and viftorious, to whom the 
erring and the unfortunate, may refort, with 
their complaints!, their wants, their penitence. 

They 
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They fear, that their foldiers, and the national 
guards of the towns, may j?c rduftant to com- 
bat their brethren, friends, or fellow- citizens. 
They dread thofe names of which the glory is 
nearly coeval with the firft ages of the French 
Monarchy, and mull remain for ever combined 
with the memory of the regal honours of their 
country ; and whofe valour is fufficient to rally 
their partifans and avengers (33> 
' Determined not to afk, and certain that they 
would not obtain either peace or a truce, the 
heroes of La Vendee may perhaps be reduced 
to the neceffity of triumphing or perilling. They 
will have aftonilhed the world, and arraigned 
that providence which raifes up, and overthrows 
empires. Their final deftruftion muft appear 
to. the Convention, its moft advantageous tri- 
umph ; it may then confider itfelf as victorious 
over its moft dangerous enemies. 

Meanwhile, they negle£t no means that are 
thought proper to infpire the French Nation 
with the utmoft hatred againft the powers with 
whom they are at war. The Englifh Government 
is that againft which the Committee of Public 
Safety appears to have more particularly direct- 
ed its efforts. The rage of the members of the 
Committee, againft that generous nation, has been 
/:arried to fuch a pitch, that probability is for- 
gotten, in the reprefentation of thofe abfurd and 

wicked 
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wicked projcas which they falfely attribute to 
the £nglifli» At the meetings of the Jacobins, 
the moft extravagant language was thrown out 
againft them ; and difcuilions were introducecf 
concerning them, in which it were hard to fay, 
whether wickcdnefs or ignorance were moft con- 
fpicuous. All the a^iliated ibcieties comie&ed. 
with the Jacobins, were direfted, in the month 
of February, to put the machinations of the 
Englifli, in the order of the day. Everyone 
thought it the duty of true civifm to calumniate 
a Gonftitation which no one underftood, and to 
blacken with the unjuft imputation of crimes, 
a peoph and minijiers^ whofe virtues and abilities 
they dreaded (34). An hundred pamphlets a- 
gainft the Englifh, were publiflied at one time ; 
and by thefe, Roberfpierre turned the anxieties 
of the People, for a whole month, from regard 
to the critical fimation in which their affairs then 
were, upon the frontiers. 

It was at that period, Roberfpierre laboured 
under a political illnefs, a fever of terrour, tvhich 
made him hefitate, for a while, upon the choice 
oi power or fecurity. He deliberated with him- 
felf, whether he fhould not abandon the Capital 
to the Common-Council of Paris, and to the 
Foreign' Armies, and with a certain number of 
the deputies, feek refuge in Switzerland, in 
Vhich they might have hoped to find an afy- 

lum. 
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ium. After thirteen days of fear and tincertain- 
ty, he at laft concluded that he had popularity 
fufficient to proted him agaiaft all the enemies 
whom he was about to profcribe, and that the'ar- 
mies might yet be reinforced, fo as to defend him 
from the approach of the Allied Powers (35). 

Provifions were poured into the markets of 

Paris, in the utmoft profufion. The furround- 

ing country was, for their fupply, ftripped of 

all its abundance. Potatoes were fcattered in 

the ftreets, and thrown about, in fport, into the 

very hall of the Convention (36.) ^oberfpierre, 

while he thus gave the produftions of the ground 

to the indigent populace ; at thf fame time, pro- 

mifed them the inheritance of the lands, as fopn 

as their rightful proprietors fhould have periflied 

on the fcaffold. hi the armament which was 

ordered to be equipped iii the roads, he (hewed , 

them, ready means for acquiring a rich booty 

from which they were ftill divided by an arm of 

the fea. 

The members of the Committee of Public 
Safety, defpairing, at length, of being able to 
brihg the Englifh Nation to adopt their princi- 
ples, withdrew the veil, and made public, the 
full extent of their defigns. The plundering pf 
the city of London, was put into the order of 
the day, through all the Commonalties in the 
Republic. The riches of that city were univer- 
B b my 
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fally reprefented, as worthy of inflaming the a- 
varice and all thb paflions of the Sans-culottes 
(37). They were conffaatly told, that the pro- 
peAy which the Convention intended to beftow 
upon them, could not be fecure, nor the French 
Revolution, firmly eftabliftied j till that Con/iu 
ttitim which had been long the glory of England, 
fliould be changed into a Revolutionary Govern- 
ment, till Committees, aiTaffinations, and requi* 
fitions fhould be introduced into England ; till 
they ihould have deftroyed London, ast Rome 
anciently deftroyed Carthage, The Committee 
of Public Safety, then folemnly vowed ihe de- 
ftrudion of the Englifh Nation* They fw«ire 
never to lay down their arms, till the.bannerdrt^f 
anarchy fhould wave over its ruiois. Bulj, ia 
imitation of -that God who ihowers hfe blefiifigs 
on the righteous, and on the wicked ; tbei£9^- 
li(h Nation have ardently engaged to prQjted 
the interefts of the world. Its fleets and airililes 
are fent out to defend the order of Society*, m Jls 
genius expands its covering wings over the e^fh* 
However, from thofe common-placefophym with 
which the fipcret partifans of the French Revo- 
lution, every where, drive to deceive and.d^Iud^ 
the people ; we may form a true judgment.com- 
cerning the intentions or clear intelligence^ of 
thofe numerous declaimers, who are continually 
tarneft in;the praife and defence of the Govera- 

ment ^ 
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merit aad conqtiefts of the Commiltefe of Public 
Safety. '^ What right,'' fay they, " have we to^ 
^^ intermeddle in the internal government of 
*^ France? What are their crimes to us, ^ho 
^< have nothing to fear from thenx? Why engage 
** in a war, ruinous to our trade and our finan- 
^ ces ?• Have we ftrength to conquer fo power- 
^ fvA an enemy ? Ought we not to referve all 
*^'Our refources, and, to confine our efforts to 
*^ our own immediate defence?" &c. 
^'iiSiich is the language of thofe mien's anxiaus 
|$^criotifm, who have the welfare of the people, 
^fer ttn their tongues ! Thus do they ftrite to 
di^e the intentions from the refources, the purr 
fohW'ft^m the powers of the true friends to the 
|^o{dej Thtis do the Jacobins of all countries, 
hto^stfevei* kept under by vigilance ^nd coercion, 
i^d^Tahtly and audacioufly demand in the name 
d^J^ticy and humanity, the conclufion of a peace 
xAilkik muft deliver up the world to that devaf- 
tdtion which now waftes France, unlefs the prin- 
dptes of the Convention fhall perifli with it. 

'Thofe mtn who affed fo profound a fecurity 
in refpeft to the^ confequences of the French 
.Revolution, forget, that it is at war equally, with 
its partifans and its enemies j that it levels the 
fame deftru£kion at its accoqiplices and it^ ad- 
verfi^rie^ ! They fee not its fteps lighted by con- 
flagratidus, haftening on to murther the rich; 

.to 
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tO'piUageihe earnings of iadoftiy^ to 7 lack the 
prormces of Belgiuoi; while .tliefe^ hst^aj^jig 
the patriotifm and benevolence, of thdr knie^ 
reign, refufe to wield their arios^ and expend- 
their treafures in their own defence 1 They i fee 
not the votaries of that Revohiti<Ni,' prompt Jta- 
ly to iofurreftion, deluge Poland witb«bl6iid^ 
excite the colonifts to mutual carnage,, and jexw 
tend their ravages over both hemifpherei; ^Ars^ 
not the conqueror* of the Baftile,-^the aflaffios* 
of the 5th ofOSober,— the regiddesof therpiii 
of Auguft,-^now buried in the fame dangeons 
in which the vidims of honour ami lo^a^^' 
gnoan under exigence ! Have not Orleans and 
J<)urdan, BriiTot aud IVlarar, Baiili ai^d R^bant 
St Etienne, falleaby the hands of thdr^oifci 
colleagues ? Axe not La Fayette ^mLSanDerrffi ia 
confinement? Have not the Conftitvtisdmlifts 
been configncd to obfcurity or death ? i\ xioq:. 
Thofe firft apoftles of French Libfeity,/th0fa' 
paffionate prompters to the Revolution, ptdiftsa-f 
guifhed by the names, whetl^er. of Mdnaiishyii 
imtiy of moderate men, of FeuillaMs^' idf :?Cb*n- 
Jiiiuiiondlifis.kc.^ facrificcd their hotov^tigdkl'* 
their daths, to what they called the jjftardtei 
of the people. Yet, thofe very 'ment!!^ 
came firft into notice, upon the ua£Qlrtagalbe< 
coikvocation.of the Stales-General^ iKKvr linabi^ ; 
moufly blame the People ht whu't^ the' Inccefc! 

fary 
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fary eoafequence of their own deed; Madmen ! 
They perfua(4e4 the People, that, to them alone^ 
beloaged the exercife of the fovereign authori- 
ty 1 . Thof© poKtical infefts of the day, whofie 
names are an idle burthen upon the official re- 
cords^ and if cegiflered on the pages of hiftory, 
mufl be regiftered with an uninterefting toil, 
ha^se iucceflively broken oflF from the Jacobins 
to ^bom they gave birth ; and who have learnr 
edfrom^ them, every things but courage. But$ 
they«are now dragged, day aiter'day, to periih 
ontkedEaune icaffold to which they-.con;fiu£ted 
thplr.King, by involving him. in te-oublcs, and 
then deferting him. Some of thofe who .were 
moihjgsuihy among them» may have hitherfa 6& 
caped dbdr juft delert from public juftice ; and 
theiff; ' flail biify ihemfelves even in exile, to ob- 
tafax :jdie jiesftoration of democracy j talcing ir 
upon them to traffic for the hono,ur of' the- Mo-* 
nacahy, and the fafiety 6f the State* They affeft 
a 4:eader.an6ciety for Monarchy, but dcfire peace 
forMhe fake of Rq)ublicanifm. 

The ^Republic now triumphs, but bears in it« 
hahatiy all the moil fatal feeds of diifenfioiu 
Sdme^fignal nusfortune, or elfe long and deep 
defjMiir, muft affiiredly raife the French^ in juft 
iiMUgaatian> againft their prefent tyrants. It is 
ai leail probable, that their Committee would 
be unat>lc to maintsun their authority after thee^ 

vacuation 
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vacuation of thofe conquefts which at pneS&M 
augment their power, and prolong the pati^ce 
of their viftnns. They will undoubtedly redou- 
ble their guilty exertions, in order to give new, 
envgy to what they call public fpirit, aiul to 
change once more, the deftiny of the French 
Empire, But, peace ! peace ! is now theefer- 
nal invocation of a nation, whom mifery awakes 
from their frantic dream of greatnefs. .The 
more the Committee df Public Safety fefebthe' 
neceffity for peace, fo much the mote defe&it 
ftili pretend to fcorn it. But no perfoii caft^*bfe 
deceived by its pretences in refpeft to tbeckfti* 
nuance of the war. Thefe are daily contmd9C'> 
ted by what its reprefentativcs and commiffii^ 
ries give out in the courfe of their miffidlir. 
Two Reprefentativesof the People, receivedlin 
the month of April laft, pofitive orders, to this 
efFea. Their conftant language thrbugh^ the 
country, out of which they were carrying the 
young men, and the provifions produced mii, 
wais, " Have patience ! The war will be einded", 
** this year ; you will then enjoy plenty alfid 
** property.*** 

- However, the French Republic, or rather the 
moft tyrannical defpotifm that ever oppreflfed 
mankind, may veil the horrour of their dtimeft 
under the fplendour of viftory; yet, the exhauft* 
ed condition of the provinces, the general vft^^ 

rinefs 
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rinefe of the ivar, and the defpair which is al- 
moft univerfal through the nation, muft necef- 
farily increafe even amidft their triumph; sas will 
certainly appear by the continued frequency of 
capital puhifliments. More is wafted, than ac* 
quif^d' by pillage. The^ neceffary confumption 
of evwy ufeful article, in the armies, and under 
the revolutionary govei;nment, i^|^gbas to leave 
U impoffible for the moft fucc^Mprobbery to 
aSbrd relief to the people. The armies may be 
pleadfully fupplied; but, in the mean time, thofe 
at ho^e, perifli for want. Civic feafts, public 
anmiements, and the pompous formalities of 
piv^tiended Uberty, employed to decisive the ca- 
pital^ and the kingdom, may, for a while, re- 
p^$ the people's miurmurs, but will not finally 
fl:op theiQ, if the war Ihall ftill continue to re- 
quire new ^facrifices at their hSn<;ls. 
.,frbe CcMnmittee of Public Safety jlrive, there- 
fote,' IP oppofe to the prudence and the judicious 
plao^of the .Allies, an energetic adivity which 
thff aloap have, as yet, been able to exert. They 
pepr&ade : themfelvesj that fortified towns, mili- 
tary oi-der and vigilance, or religious principles,' 
wiH.iwove weak barriers againft the impetuous 
0jrf8§f-pf the French Revolution ; that rivers, 
m^ilfHaim, an arm of the fea, or twenty degrees 
of. laj^de, may retard, but cannot abfohitely 
ftopjfis pr^jgrefs; that ftrong in its owti; fpirit 
I and 
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and enej-gies, it harcMy needs 'AlHes ; that kh& 
longer' it continues, fo muth the more terribfe 
muft its ravages, fo much the more eitenfivcf 
muft its empire ftill become. 

But, the minifters of the feveral caUnets of 
Europe, know that, with the cauies of the *)wn- 
fall of Hates, thofe which tend to prolong ehteir 
exiftence, are always more or Icfs connefted; 
They know that viftory lays the train of miifor-- 
tune ; urilefs improved with that unwearied* ^- 
fivity which is always the moft formidable ctte- 
my of faftion. The minifters of the AHied 
Powers have never defpifed the French natSdn j 
whatever may have been the pretences gPwn 
out by their prefent tyrants j who, by repr^feM- 
ing the nation as proudly contemned by -fte 
Combined Powers, endeavour thu» to ror^'thc 
national pride to the aid of their mifchievo«« 
meafures. The Nations are perfuadad^'that the 
French themfelves will, fooner or later, txtxumt 
juftice upon that Committee, and that Ctthvrft- 
tion who are now gorged in their Mood. AM 
Europe is convinced that the jacdMns miift rf- 
ther be exterminated, or fervilely received 'as tHc 
Lords and deftroyers of th« earth. " ^ 

Governments are well aware of the certtrfiky 

of thefe great truths. Each fucceedlhg dby ^eoft^ 

' firms them. Having for a while hoped t€^ brirtg 

back a great nation to their duty and to virtue 

by 



bf iltli4.imfe Qf'inisfoitaiie, aild; pemt^ce for 
gofli^*^ the >r#ft of the ciirilf^ed! worl4 percdve 
iioiBp; t^e. neceifii:y.i)(i4^n^&g ^^ ^U quarters 
agimfl: tbofe t&ffins y»h0 SA\l dAtt& tkt adions^ 
aiidif^fftrilui the mflies of their coimtrymen. 

.^j^i^re I affirm jthat tfere -majority of the inbabii; 

iMj^ of Bsuis, andalmdl all France, regard th€ 

porisK^^Afi^ sin^/^be <%>uties of the Convention 

vri{)|.t boTtomr i ^'^^^ ^^^ tyranny which preiies 

e;i5ftT)^,)^y.witb a more deftru£kive force, and 

iQ^e fpercil^x crneuy upon the inhabitants <^ 

itiyf^ 4^v^iked countiy, tun>6 their wi&es wholly 

fi-iWEbit^)!^ Conftitution of <i 789, to which they 

^i^fm^exBce-noft pai£onatdy attached f and that 

t^wiP^ ao |>rovince whioh would not now With 

, j$gm ^cept the (^ government, under all its 

m^p/ff^iJ^iom* £ven in Paris, the reftoratlon 

i^tjl^ government has been often aild loudly 

^\^^iot? (38)# Yet, ainidft thk^ univerfal in- 

^jgS^^I/ifiTk againft ao handfal of ni$an9; while 

4M^/gi&9^a}- puyer i$ for their deftrudioni or 

funiflioi^ ; Europe 4S threatened, on the part 

^ ftf^fe msn,. with the mofl iitiminent danger ! 

^t^.t))« Allien r«gai|i new energy. They know 

that all private interefts rauft yield to the car* 

^itlMiP common fafetyv They will gr^tit neither 

.pfifictiflibr truce to the French Republic j bec^ufe, 

Aiftuld' cither be granted, thett Avould be, no 

»'M> , . ■ ,. . , C c longer 
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Icyo^ytcg er twice. bctitoi'Ctew bMiM MDri ^ 

^ir (isbjcCU^. hcatween propafcy ^iidiiobtK^ 
hetTTcm tight ami picfctipcioip. ^ ^i i^^^ ^^'i'^'' 

To/ppitaa iliefe refolutionsi^ kt ^vesEy^iddtlfli 
dual, of every clafs naomg 4ie ME^ NkiMfv, 
join his earneft aid ! Ye wealthy and induftrious, 
jBgainit you does the French Hevolution advance. 
If you refufe ^ riik all that you have, in your 
pvn defence, to-day ,«-^to-morrow, it will be yours 
no longer. Put away from your lips, that cup 
pf fovereign power which the Convention holds 
out to intoxicate and poifon the nations. Scorn 
that precious peace which its emiflaries and 
accomplices recommend. They would not grant 
you a moment^s peace, did they not dread your 
courage, and feek to elude its efforts-; did they 
not defire to break your Governments and Con- 
ftitutions in pieces, under the wheels of the 
bloody car of Republiqanifm, and to deprive 
you of thofe virtues which they cannot corrupt. 
£f ya^tf fufe to contend againft the Jacobins and 
the Convention ; then read, read your fate in 
the bloody pages of that Revolutionary Tribu- 
nal, which has never pnce pardoned wealth, virr 
tue, or remprfe. 

The obje& is not; to give this, or that form 
pf government to an empire ; but to fave that 
pxpp^rfsirom a tyranny, the mqft pbftinate, der 

. ftruftiy^i 



>eSaced from the mp«of the eirth } but/ tK> fMi 
ftittmthaiwdiie&of humauty from Iwiiig don^^ 
3MRttdibte«blityt^»ngei > 



^r.tJl^t 1 J. • ■ . • 


•' . ' ,.....';/..,- 


irioy ffi .T. i. . .. 


' ' ' 


Bti;0Y30 I I'V : f . 


■c 4 . . . t^ ^ 


qun t^rfi ^ ^ i • 


■ - . . *. ' • ' 


sbloil nr,Li^ 'I. 


' ' ' o 


HTODii ; . .\. . . 


. . • - .^ •/. .. ".-o 


bii£ 8:)ni>ll.iH.» : . . :- 


-' * 


inBigJCM^u'M..-- : > ^ . 


,-, ,•.•.-■ . . ■..• ■■■... 


ii/OY bj>«rt • 1 ; . * 


, . , ; .-.„....,, ...f 


yariJ bib , <'/ - . — 


■ -• '. '. ..'- .'. 


-noD bn£ :/'.;: ... :^ 




3fl) lo kij5i//r . 


;. ■'•; :;'- 1- :■ ■ ) 


^vnqsb ot T/ : 


— ■->■• ' 1 


.)qi;Tio:> jo/tno^ . • ■ 


..,• . • • •■ •■'• ! •■ • v- 


bnfi anidoDBl •»"• 'i • .*> 


■■■BTATfc 


ni tJJfii tuo( i*t r ,? . '. 


s . ., . -, 


-udhT xif;r-'jp{ i. •' ^ a ;• 


. . ■ .., . ... ., : , ^. 


"ilv ^rijka^^' h'.>n-^.j-i : 




fliibi t;»f{T ir. ,c. V. -^ 


. . »: :>|^1ri 'Mill 


tfirij. 3VKr 01 ...vj , p..,. -. 


, . . ..,'<{ •'j:'-<p, i 


^b *oiiiatV(N. 0''. 


., • : '. J f!u- ^ it toy- 


,3vb'ixiV'' 





^4 STATS OF F^^ADMCE 



r : r^ 



n\ 



POSTSCRIPT. 



1 HIS work had been fome days in the pTeft, 
when we received the news of the Reroiutidn 
which has fuddenly taken place in the National 
Convention. Its effeSs are likely to ektelid' to 
every thing in which the Dictator was condon- 
ed, and to rid France of a part at Ifeaft,^ of' his 
accomplices. The Public may thereforfe be gra- 
tified in learning, that the confpiracy whifcfr has 
cut oiF Roberfpierre, began to be formed in' the 
Hiont^ of April laft ; that Bentabolle was the 
firft mover in it ; that the deaths of Heratrit de 
Sechelles, the intimate friend of BentaboUe,' and 
of Danton and Camillus des Moulins,^ whorfe 
charafters were greatly refpefted by their col- 
leagues, ftruck a general terrour into aH^the 
moft eminent among the deputies, and made 
every one tremble for his own fafety. 

BentaboUe 



. j^entabdlle kziew himfelf to be unequal to the 
entexprize which. Jie was . meditating ; although 
he had always enjoyed* great influence among 
the Jacobins. But, trufting to the energy of 
his own charader, which has. niever failed him, 
he detefmsoed to kave Paris, in the month 
of September 1793. In the month of January 
laft, he again folicited to he fent into the depart* 
m^it of La fiarthe, ft ill in order to fave his head 
from profcription. In the month of March, he 
returned to the Convention, having, in the mtan 
jy^f,.. married a widow, the nobility of wbofe 
,T%fnh^^d her fortune, withgood reafon augment.^ 
flf^^^. fears. . . In the rage oi revenge, fear, and 
pilfi^) he refolved to ftab. Roherfpierre, rather 
' ,4^i^r4ubnut to obey a colleague. " Royalty I 
..^f 4?^ado0t;. 1 can, yield obedience, if it muft 
i^yb^iOf to a jnan born. to fo vereign power ; to 
f^ lay: coikaguc^ I 'nev^r will/' Such was the 
4?JSBU3ge iaf this deputy j and it cxpreffed the ^ 
ffccej; thortghfs af many of his colleagues. 
., Beu-^abolle communicated his defign to Collot 
-4*HerhQi§and Vadicr; of whom the former had 
tk^ssa loog his.friend, and the latter had become 
&, finite the deftrudion of the party of Briffot. 
./Theie three gained Tallien to join their confpi- 
ncy.( In the very Convention, while all around, 
trembled at the voice, of Roberfpierre j they 
would have facrificed the tyrant to their refent- 
,....., ment. 
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me9t, fears, and jealoufi^, if the Afefnl^SiM^ 
appeared likely to have the CQurage tpf^v^gfPj 

Dim* , .... [/.•<;♦ >q#Jt 

Barrere, who was not acqvainteds tiU^om^ 
laft moment, with what was tl\tts feibljir,f4ff^% 
againft the Didator, whofe bafe ftgei^. hqifi^i^ 
made himfelf ; Barrere whofe fureft rpi^^^j^f. 
defence, confifts in his bafe wickc^Jj^jg^^fn 
nunciaiion, and his abjed mfannejls ii;^,dj^iM^ i 
Barrere, in thofe droumftances^ A^Ml ^^Tl^iA: 
valiant afiar^ and change^ his l^guitgf^),^;^ 
du£t, and party, with fuch rennrkahie ^f^^f^'i 
fidious dexterity, that he efcaped thc.&t^^^^))^ 
villain whofe inftmment he tud beeo*. ^i^^^hMi 
f^l cannot be diftant/ . , ..iri^^oorii 

That power, without a name^ .whj^i^^i^ 
fpierre had ufurped,— ^e greateftitil^at .%-t^f)H^'i 
individual ever exerdfed,— is tbni.i^fju^^f^ijs 
The fall of the ufurper, would, ,no 4qid>tynl^MffiD 
led to a train of events, which mi|^^,^^qBf§b 
have terminated the rdgn of FrefMfl^^f^^i^- 
canifm ; had not the Armies of thft^fSffjBi^ffljj^l 
Powers then been at tpo great a dij^i^^iffif^ 
the French frontiers* I will nq^nc^ifff^ffiff} 
to affirm, that it was by re^t^oitiiigj^^i^ 
mexit of a fmgle deputy, as a malftf ^ ^^j^^. 
cnce to the Convention, by i^cilbi^ tei^WWs 
more influence than he aOually P^tfit^i^lg! 
catling the French army, his aiii^^r-^^f^i^ 

\ French, 
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rt^&i^Tiis foBjead ; that his encmici under- 
t&SB«df ^the Veal power of this man, who ncVeir 
appeared in the camps, otherwife, than by His 
6rl%rel^l^^6r his couriers ; and at lafl: prevailed* 
X^Wtk^&, him to the fcaffold. A great power, 
^si^ted in a Revolution, ufually recoils on th'(*, 
head'-oF the individual by whom it is virtually^ 
attfedi^ not nominally exercifed, 
' ^Wftfr^Wiole months, and the cowardly machir 
n^ktS^¥of awhole Affembly;'were required to ac- 
c6h^l]At the iall of Roberfpierre. With every 
fySJ^tbrnof fear, deriving courage only from tlieir ^ 
saifettet*sV*ind firmnefs from defperate terrOur,!^ 
tM5^.q3|lijputieSf at length revealed their mutual, 
droughts, and joined their arms. They acivanqed 
icS^PSy^t^^ upo^i the paths of the firtt four con- ^ 
fj^mftdrir. '^ All the danger with which they werc^ 
all^afikfi^hfiejltened, was requilite to roufe, and ta 
c88fB^^^%iefm, againft th6 tygcr whom no one 
daHPaAStdJ^adne, 
-'ttS^rSndtKftof the Convention, and of the' 
f^feHft^fbf^Parfs, upon this occalion, confirms 
t^fPgteat'nfoths K Ofie^ that the members of the j. 
C?te*&ftidfri-affe equally cowardly and barba- 
ro^«^g ih^trth; much Jefs formidable, than , 
tW^^^fe bteh fancied to be ; and are all equally ^ 
aWlt4r&ib>^he People; who, if they applaud MWr^^ 
d^ecfefe^-day. Would, to-morrow, with higher 
tr8^pfefiH?;:Vtdcc5Ve and applaud any deliverers 
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whp flK)uld enter their cipkal:' "TBc otlrePj' tHiC 
th.e Combined Powers may bcvdlafftxred,*thiiti: 
till the abolition of the Convcmional Oorrierh.: 
iTient, there can be lio public ' Authtitlty' nr 
France, fufBciently firm, and independent of ^the* 
fpirit of Revolution, to figh a treity; or reftbre 
civil order in the Nation. ' ' ,' " 

Roberfpicrre and St Juft are faHen: Aut^'fet 
us remember, that all the hcadi of the* Hytfra 
are equally venomous. Having long lamented, 
that the bloody deeds of the Convention, fhiirtfld 
but flightly influence the fata of Europe fT^ 
may, at laft, be perfuaded of the necefiityt>f*ad* 
vancingfrom all quarters againft, an Aflcmbi^ . 
ftilj deriving new refources froni ftew vi)iaft3^^ 
againfl; a mafs of crimes, in fupport of Whfclf,. 
the feflions and the commondlttes tHrough^TtfRhe 
Republic, muft ftiU continue to aft, tifJ fdfi^gJi 
proteftion fhall enable, them to turn thcfir sftftis 
iigalnfl: the aflfaffins. ' ' ' '^^/ 

Two or three months may poffibtypSfi,'^- 
fore another rufEan, with the abilities of 'ftdttfi*. 
fpie^re, (hall rife to the fame eminence of tyra^i- 
ny. It were eafy to name a man Vv ho is iikSy 
to attempt it. A deluge of blood muft b^'ffiSl, 
and perhaps a perfidious pretence of etimency 
held odi, in order to fupport th? hew forttffifes 
of the ConiKuttee^ of Public Safety. Tbe^'Sr- 
)iiies, admir»irtrative bodies, and popiaiax'locie- 
3 ^^^s 
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tie^;wiU ]^^ purged. Other crimes th^n thofe 

whiftt^ ,gfilo»ed adipiffion into them, muft^bci 

p^p^tr^ed . by fugh as wo^ld not bq extrud- 

eid; of th^i?!^ * Frervch Liberty muft be protefted 

by^jif^iy oatl^s, and by the mod jealous and ex- 

t^uAve. \igilance. Even the yiftirns whom Ro- 

berfpierre had thrown into the dungeons^ muft 

p^pri&.jfor ^a iilledged connexion with him. 

TftlU^ja, that, bloody inifcreant, is altogether 

djeftit^te of the talents neceflary to the accora- 

gUc.es in, a Revolution. But/ he poffeffes the 

^^y2int^^c which the prefent thirft for blood, 

ia^f ^ntcft^ affords, of having afted in the maf- 

Sj^ffff;$:iQ{ the ad of September, and in a long 

i^l^^^a of robberies, in the Commonalty of Paris, 

^/J^;'jn ;the City of Bourdeaux. Billaud-Va- 

Tjffi^5,fnd Legendre, are equally cruel, with 

jfe^^f I p^rfoiial advantages. Collot d'Herbois 

,^^]^ytrbon de L^Oife, have no refources but 

thofe of ferocity and wickednefs. Seveflre and 

IJkln^as^ are at thi^ moment, the moft danger- 

f>^s men in the Convention ; and it is impoffi- 

bl^ that their craft, their abilities, and their 

/I5(ifkednefs ihould not fpeedily raife -them to 

.^c^t influence. 

. Whatever the names which are next !;d become 

cn^ini^ntj whatever the moderation and juftice 

, ,^hich may gild the firft days of the new reign ; 

. ^h^' ixiembers of the Revolutionary Government 

.:, " D d can 
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can be iHuftrious by their crimes alone. For, 
it is no more in their power, than in their dif- 
pofition to become juft, virtuous, and merciful. 
They muft follow the footfteps of Roberfpierre, 
till they meet his fate. The Revolutionary Go- 
vernment mujl be maintained, while, the war 
fhall laft J the executioners muft continue to de- 
luge France with blood, till the Allied Powers 
fhall approach the capital, or till defpair fhall 
produce a general infurredion. 
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NOTES. 



Note !• Page 142. 

There are whole towns which have not, in 
them, more than an hundred mufquets. Not- 
withftanding the amazing ai9:ivity with which 
arms are manufaftured throughout the Repub- 
lic ; I will venture to affirm, that of the foldiers 
raifed by requifition, more than, a hundred thou- 
fand remain unarmed. For want of arms, they 
cannot be ferit to the frontiers. The Committee 
of Public Safety have contrafted for .40,000 muf- 
quets from the North of Europe; for each of 
which, delivered in the ports of Fratice, they 
have impowered their 'agents to pay 120 livres, 
in coin. They have likewife contraded for 
35,000 mufquets from New England, at 160 
livres each. '%^Cy<^>^'>^'^ 

Notfe 2. Page 143. 
The population of each of tljte feftions of Paris 
confifts of from 13,000. to 1 4,000 foiils j the 

whole 
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whole population of the capital appears, from «ft 
eiiumeration made in the month of Marirh-k^ 
to amount to 683,461 fonk. Ner will thig nvttH- 
ber appear furprifing, when it is confidered, thiSt 
although many of thofe inhabitants who were 
rich, or in eafy circumftances, have left Paris, 
within thefe lafl: five years ; yet, thofe *who' are 
in want and wretchednefs, afTembie aboiiti*lhe 
Convention, from all quarters of France, - 'lo*-* 

' r? • 
Note 3. Page 145. • ,/ ' 

I faw about ten thoiifand men, of the^fiHb re- 
quifition, pafs through Normandy in th^^b^^hl- 
ning of May. They wanted flioes^ wm^^alf 
naked, and carried clubs for their anfl^^^'Ic is 
certain, that other requifitionary foldiMS^ m 
mafles of 4000 or 5000 together, left their 
hemes, in the fame flate of equipment. 

•:■>.. A 
Note 4. Page 157. • .. / biz- 
It is common enough for a gener^ cf a. bti- 
gade or divifion of the army, 16 get fliif^^Qd 
clothes made for himfelf,^ — as having Been btfiv^, 
unprovided, — in the eiglit days, which art*' bil- 
lowed between his nomination and his depaiPHIre 
for the army. " Confiderable advances are'tnade 
upon the appointments ; which are from 4000 
to 18000 livres in the month. This wasth^ al- 
lowanceto Santerre and Rouffignol, When m La 

Vendee. 
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^Vi^jirf^.. iAJnioft all. the generals put under re* 
^iMji^nj.tabkrlijiWvnieait;, wines, apd all oth^er 
tifeflRgs -fitiey wa<K;— .and for tbefe th^y never 

', :^ : . Note J. Pagei56, 

^^i;The'Converitipn make a falfe pretence of the 

MoT^Miqui^fhn. " We muft/' faid Barrere to 

Collet 4*Herbois, " we rauft always reprefent four 

** millions of men as ready to rufli to the frontiers : 

** We muft fliew to Europe the general levy of 

^^ tft^eigklyvfive departnicnts, as ready to pour' 

^W^ljpbathe nations, whenever Ve ihall give the 

iff. i^oxA^, It .may be in fad, impoffible ; but, by 

■' f^.lnaktflgiit to be. feared, we jfhall accomplifli our 

Note 6. Page 159. 
A part of the beggars of Paris, and of the 
widows and chiUren of volunteers, whom it 
nrfgbt fee dangerous to punifli, but whofe .com- 
.plaints 'rife often to angry murmurs, are employ- 
ed in coaftruding thofe foolifli fortifications 
which arc.raifed round Paris, You will often 
hes^r the perfons who are employed upon thofe 
. !fef^fiq5ltion&, fay ; " When the Auftrians come, 
, " .t(hey will laugh at thefe redoubts^ and trenches 
^' withput water; but we Ihall then laugh at 
« fchqm alfo ; and then^ all will be better/' This 
..:... • '' • ' ^ " I 



214 STATE OF FRANCE. 

I have from the direclor-fubftitute of the works ; 
who told me that he heard fuch words as the 
above, paft among the labourers daily. 

•'' A man to whom the Republic owe'^ an 
" hundred thoufand livres, is certainly a dan- 
" gerous man/* faid Cambon, one day : " Iii- 
" duflry hasits projects of counter-revolution,and 
" ftrives to overthrow the Republic by ruining 
" its finances/' Since a logic fo conclufive, is 
in ufe, and fince the Convention thus make 
the Executioners, their Bankers; it will be eafily 
conceived, that the Abbe d'Efpagnac, to whom 
they owed 14,300,000 livres, mufl have be^^i 
one of the moft formidable counter^revolutionifts.,. 
in France. He had, however, done ^reat fejTr .- 
vices to the Convention ; having made arrang^-*, 
ments for the regular furnilhing and management 
of the carts, v/aggons, and other carriages necef- 
fary to the armies; and having himfelf furnifhfd 
3:25000 horfes, and 7500 carriages. Tl^e Rtf-. 
public hired the horfes — at four or five l^yre^j^^ 
day, and 650 livres for every horfe that di^d., 
The Public Accufer belonging to the Revplu- • 
lionary Tribunal, p^id with a few words, .of^ 
impeachment, the whole debt due to M.. d'Efr . 
pagn?.c. Every v.cck, fome contractor, or fii- 
rcclo^r of the public v/o'rks, lofes his head on the 
fcafTjIJ. 

Note 7. 
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Note 7. Page 160. 
During the fiege of Dunkirk, Calais could 
obtain from the Convention only 3000 pounds 
weight of powder. In the month of March laft, 
they could fend only 14,000 pounds weight to 
Cambray, and 39,000 lib. to Strafburgh, Mctz, 
and Thionville. They commonly promife to an 
armed town, 2000 mufquets, — and at^the diftance 
of a month after, fend no more than 400 or 500. 

Note 8. Page 163. 
In January laft, the inhabitants of Verfailles 
were reduced to 28,600 fouls ; thefe were mi- 
ferable through want and remorfe. The park, 
which was an ornament to nature and royalty, 
has been, for the greater part, afligned to thofe 
poor creatures. They are at prefent given to 
hope, that 12 Committees of the Convention 
will" be fixed among them. Barrere avowed to 
fome of his friends, that the Caftle of Verfailles 
was foon to become the palace of the Executive 
Council of the Republic, and gave orders for the 
reparation of its' walls. That fellow, whofe re- 
ports are a difgrace to the very trumpet of infa- 
my, has had the prefumption to think of taking 
up his refidence in the palace of the Kings of 
France. 

I ' Note 
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Note 9. Page 165. 
In feveral parts of Picardy and Normandy, 
and in fome of the fedions of Paris, it is, every 
day, faid openly : " Let us buy the property of 
' " the emigrants, and enjoy, without paying for 
" it. We muft, one day, no doubt, furrendcr 
" it to their children or other heirs ; but, in the 
" mean time, we had better take it among bur- 
" felves, than leave it to be eaten up, by the ad- 
" miniftrators/* 

Note 10. Page 165. 
As to the revenues of the French Republic, 
for the laft year ; the land-tax was fixed -at 300 
millions; the tax upon moveables^ at 60 millions^ 
but thefe together, produced 145 millions more; 
. (the unprivileged land on which a tax of 100 
livres, was five years ago impofed, now paying 
about 225 livres for the fame extent ; and the 
artifan or houfholder who, at Paris and the 0- 
ther great towns, paid formerly 5 livres of capi- 
tation-tax, now paying nearly three time» that 
fum) ; timber, the cuftoms, and duties upon re- 
giftrations of deeds, yielded 113 millions: ITie 
national -domains afforded 206 millions : In all, 
about 830 millions. 

For this year, may be reckoned, in addition 
to tjiofe 830 millions, 391 millions of a forced 

loan, 



loan, the rsdiing of which was decreed in the 
month of Septmi^r iaft; and about 40 millions, 
t}^$yf^v^vf that prppei-jty q[ which the owqers, 
bi^ye been aflaifinated by the Coiivention, fince 
tko^ « Q. pf Apiil U^* 

. ..^.^. -•, . . Note 11. Page 167* 
.{Ji^eK never yras, perh^ips, a inpre; ftf iking 
pjrj9pf .^;ffre power of hope in tjie human heart, 
^jte^f t^t w}>ich ( an} about to relate. A jS.en- 
tleman, eftimable not iefs for his grpat.perfonal 
worth, than for his incorruptible attachment to 
the caufe of his King, having been caft into one 
si(fb$4s Pfffow of Paris, ther^ found a young 
ls^4^.w^K>fe> hjg^ ]b|rth and virti^es h^d pccafion- 
. fAufrW 9pi^fii^P^^^ Tt^^W eirpunjftanccs be- 
^ifggf [ ifi^aill other refpeds, fuitable, they agreed 
tf> ipjir/y. - Their relations, , who were confined 
]i)9;^. tj^m, gfive ^Jfp their confent. A prieft, 
,f7h§i(^as ^^.io fuff^r for his virtues, on the 
f^9^^i gave, them the nuptial benedidion* 
_ JiTupt^al-pfcfents w^re,made. A jeweller of Pa- 
. rf«> ^rpiihed the young couple with jewels to 
jjh^ )Yi^lue of 28,900 livre?. I fh^ill not mention 
f^Qiv i^^^cs} as they remain ftill in confinement. 

Note 12. Page j68. 
r.-^ri^^^mtipHiffl Bankruptcy is at this time, fo at- 
: ^84^8?^* jn.Francie i and ev^y .individual, howe- 

E e ver 
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Ver mean, is fo fully perfuaded of its hiving is 
hd taken place ; that I will venture to affirm ; 
that whenever openly declared, it can do no 
harm to the then exifting government. A Na- 
tional Bankruptcy would be confidered as a pub- 
lic blefling by all the national creditors. There 
is no one of them who would not gladly give up 
three fourths of his property, to obtain theYc- 
cure enjoyttient of the remainder. I may, i^tli 
equal confidence, affirm, that, excepting a few 
of the Agents of the Committee of Public Safe- 
ty, the greater number of the Purchafers of the 
National Property, and of thofe who poffefs the 
Property of the Clergy, would yield up all' to 
obtain peace and fafety. Almoft all the purl 
chafers have already drawn out of their feftat'ds; 
by advantageous bargains, and by great dihfpi- 
dations^ more than the capital value w!fich4Iifey 
paid for them, at firft, to the nation.^ 'Mito^^of 
them are in prifon, or threatened with inij^rifon- 
ment : for the poflcflion of an eftate piirchifed 
from the national domains, is now as dangetdtr^, 
as the poffefEon of a patrimonial inheritance. 
The people grbaning under the weight of taices 
and requifitions, have in drffcrent province^ 'fek- 
preiTed their regret of thbfe times; when tliey 
^were fubjed to tithes, the tax upon eftimated 
Weakly and the feudal rights. They poffeis lit- 
tle of the national lands \ and they long again 

•for 
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far.t^jiQiJe gn^at propietor$, between whofe yicfeg 
a^jVU'tues^./^/ were fare of fubiiftence.- I 
jb^ve'fee;^ no merchant, labourer, pr artifan; 
who 4id not. allow this. 

Note ,i'3. Page 171. 

The. Committee of Public Safety have made 
three attempts upon the Parifian pnfons. The 
deiign of ihtfirjl^ was to maflacre the party of 
^r^ot then in confinement \ as they were afraid 
to bring them to trial. The loth of Auguft 
^793, was chofen. for. the day of that aflaffinaii>> 
tion. Money and ftrong liquors were dealt out; 
in great abundance. But the Federates loudly 
declared that they had not come to Paris, to zGl 
the part of murtherers; and 900 of them, among 
wliom were all the Federates of BretagBCy left 
Paris,. o;n the 8th and 9th^ taking with them the 
Committee's hundred crowns each . The 3 7 fkc^ 
t^ons o£Pari,8 guarded the prifons for eight days, 
ap4 declared that they would defend them againft 
any aflaults of Cut-throats. 

It was refolved, in the month of . December 
laft, to force the prifons, and to maflacre the 65 
dq;>uties in confinement ; but the fe£HoQS;agaia 
infe^pofed^ with the fame fteady determination 
pf may ng refinance. i . ;. .> 

:".' •". \.r-^Iil 
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In the month of April, the Committee revirerf 
their plan for a maflacre ; but were ftili difap* 
pointed by the oppofition of the fedions. 

Note 14. Page 172. 

It would be difficult for any perfon who has 
siot witnefled the fads, to form a juft idea of the 
cowardly barbarity of the juries aftii^g under the 
Committee of Public Safety. — The Revolution- 
ary Tribunal of Arris have diftinguiihed them- 
felves by unheard of cruelties. In the haunts of 
debauchery, and the r^ndezyoufes of proftitu- 
lion, the juries of that Tribunal pafs their fen- 
tences ; and publifli them, on the day following. 
The executioners exercife their wit, in rjJlyingf 
thofe whtmi they are fent to aflaflinate. 

For about thefe four months laft, the prifoners 
have been forbidden all ihtercourfe with peribns 
•from without* Theyfuffer the moft barbarbus 
treatment. The codrfeft fare is call in to them, 
-under the infpeftiori of Coihmiffaries from the 
Committee of Public Safety ,-^by narrow aper- 
tures, which are inftaiitly fhut. £ven this is 
often threatenejd to-be withheld from them. Some 
women in labour, died for want of proper affif- 
tance in the prifon des dames Jnglaifes, in the 
ftreet desfoffes St Vidor, at Luxemburgh,.-and in 
that of the grand Camelites. So much labour^ 
/pared ^ to the e-scecutioiier! faid Billaud-Varennes, 

when 
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Ivhen he was aflced to allow a phyfidan to go In- 
to the prifon. There afe many times, 40 perfons 
in the fame room. Several have requefted the 
Committee of Public Safety, and the Public Ac- 
cufcr, rather to fend them ftraight to the fcarfold. 
Under a petition of this nature, Couthon wrote ; 
** ITou hdve nvtj citizen ^ been Jong in the humour 
fordjingJ' 

Note 15. Page 173. 
Collot d'Herbois, Phelippeaux^ Ouffroy, and 
Tallien, have feveral times, follcited a woman*s 
favours, with an order for her arreft in their 
hands.-i^CoUot d*Herboi$ firft bafely availed 
himfelf of the fears of a young woman^ fixteen 
years of age, and then delivered her over to the 
jailor of the prifon of St Pelagic. . Grammont, 
lieutenant-general of the Revolutionary Army 
at Paris, wtote to a refpcftable lady, a letter en- 
ding in thcfe words : Tour fate is in ^our own 
hands ; death ^ or a divorce frotn your Royaiiji-huf- 
band! Billaud-Varrennes fent orders that his 
OWN FATHER, who was an obfcure attorney of 
the town of la Rochelle, but a blamelefs charac- 
ter, in efteem with his neighbours,— fiiould be 
taken under arreft, and delivered over to the Re- 
volutionary Tribunal of Paris. The old man, 
who had long fince been made unhappy by the 

wigkednefs 
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wickednefs of his fon, diecji of a brplif:^^ hW^ 
and efcaped the intended parrici le. .. .^, ,^ ■ 

Note 1 6. Page 174. 

All bankers and exchange-brokers wei:^ ia 
Oftober laft, required to bring in to Cfn^bqn'^ 
Committee, all the draughts or letters of exchange 
which they had upon Foreigners, and were paid 
the amount in aflignats at par. This att of rob- 
bery afforded to the Committee, only 270^000 
pounds Sterling, and Sterling, and about 600,000 
florins (at 2 (hillings and 6 pence Sterling.). All 
merchants were at this time obliged to fend t^eir 
books ofaccompts to Cambonj who found primr- 
nals and vidims in all quarters. < t 

Perfons taken into.cuftody, were, to th^jvp^^ 
laft, forced to pay the taxes upon their 9(U,f;^^ 
even after the fequeftration of thofe eftates^. j^d 
when no perfon dared a£t as agent or a^fo^nev 
for the prifoners. " They will find mqn^J' 
faid Amar and Guffroy j " let them . ^4ii?^f^ 
" what they have hid under ground, if th^y de-, 
•^ fire to get out of prifpnj or let tljifm^fliew 
" themfelves good citizens, and borrow." Thi$ 
was AJfaJftrCs wit. 

Note 17. Page 175. 
It has been calculated, that, 1150 reams jof 
paper kre daily confuraed in Paris. The Wee 

is 
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is how five times as high as it was, before the 
Revolution ; notwithftanding the regulation of 
the maximum. The publication of Every de- 
cree cofts 83,000 livres (at g\ pence). On 
the firft of April laft, there had been 6800 de- 
crees paffed by the three fucceffive Aflerablies. 

Note 18. Page 175. 
Dagome, commifTary and national agent, for 
the diftria of Louviers, by purchafmg from re- 
tail dealers in the country, at rates above the 
maximum J and then alarming their fears, and 
abuuilg his own power, extorted from them, the 
fiiihoP 33,000 livres. A perfon of the name 
of Rofs, Conftitutional Parfon of the pajilh of 
CSflpn, in the fame diftrift, plundered the 
coiAStt^,'in the name of Roberfpierre, of about 
iii^,t)(J6 Iwres, — and of nearly 15,000 livres, in 
tfe^iaiife o^ La Croix, — with the fame armour 
o^'^i'/maximum. Lindet, a member of the 
uomfAittee of Public Safety, required, upon the 
laiil^' pretext, 45,000 livres from a manufaftu- 
rer of Elboeuf, before he would fet him at li- 

Note 18. Page 175. 
, Although, in the month of May, a Louis cofl 
only 50 or 55 livres — affignats ; it would be a 
miftakc, to eftimate the price of commodities, 

by 
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fiy the difference betweeii the {ipi trf Wue 
with which they are hondiflly p^i(J fot^-^-rand 
that pretended figii of value, 'which is nathifig 
better than a tyrannical order to delirer fhern, 
without receiving payment. Trade rarely tc- 
turns from its contempt for paper-money onee 
fallen into difcredit, to regard it with its prima- 
ry refped. Commodities are fold at the price 
they bore, when affignats could hardly be paffed 
at any v;alue. Both thofe articles on which the 
law of the maximum has fallen, and thofe Which 
it has fpared, are fold at an enormous advanced 
price. Cloth of Peignon, for inftance, is now 
fold at the fair price of 150 or 160 livres an 
ell ; in 1790, it coft only 45 or 48 livres an ell. 

-Shoes are fold from 35 to 30 livres a pai^^ ; al- 
though all the flioemakers are obliged tofiirniih 
ten pairs every ten days, to the Revolutionary 

.Committees, at 6 livres ic fplsapaln- The 
price of all neceffaries muft inevitably dontmue 
to rife, in France, till the end of the war'^'be- 
caufe the war carries all fuch things out of the 
country, and eats up all the means of fiibfiR- 
cnce. . i.». 

A private perfon pays for labour 3 Irvi^es "in 
the day : the republic gives' 5 fivres. Butcher- s 
meat coft from 35 to 58 fols a pound, at'Paris, 
in the month of April. Even in Normandy,' the 
price was 24 fols ; although, a$ J^prmaiidy, zhi 

3 great 
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great part of Picardy, had refufed to fend theijr 
.cattle to the markets of Paris, — butcher's meat, 
was confcquently much cheaper in thofe pro- 
viaces, than it would otherwife have been. Of 
all the prpvinces of France, thofe two have the 
moft fteadily rejected or eluded the law of the 
maximum* 
»■ 

Notes 20 and 21. Page 176. 

The Committees of Public Safety and General 
Security have fold certificates of refidence, more 
in number than the law« they have made* Not to 
name^Oflelin, "Chabot, and Fabre, &c, who car- 
ried on this traffic openly ; I Ihall mention that 
Guffroy, (who over and above, has the profits 
of a journal intituled RougiJDy that Amar, Panis, 
Sergent, Tallien, CoUot d'Herbois, &c. fell for 
money, even their flightcft fignature ; that the 
two laft Ihared with Barrere, 123,000 livres in 
coin and about 37,000 livres in plate, which 
•were taken from the Marchionefs de Cruflbl 
d'Amboife ; that Barrere exafted from an emi- 
. grant the fum of 325,009 livres for flopping the 
profecution upon his emigration ; treated with 
Abbe de la Tremouille for the reverfion of his 
houfe, — and engaged to withdraw the fequef- 
tration from hisj)roperty, amounting to 900,000 
livres ; received 90,000 livres from the family of 
M. Chaudot, Notary, Rue PlatHere in Paris, up- 
F f on 
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on his promife to prevail with the Convention to 
annul the fentence of death pronounced againftM. 
Chaudot by the Revolutionary Tribunal j which 
fentence, after all, was not annulled. Tallien 
fold 57 paffports at Bourdeaux ; and it is cer- 
tain that he received 180,000 livrcs, &c. 

" What is her innocence to us ?'* faid the 
members of the Committee of the Convention, 
to adrainiftrators, foliciting the releafe of a cer- 
tain lad from confinement ; " She is rich and 
/' therefore guilty ; neither name nor family is 
" neceffary to obedience ; whoever has not been 
" born a fans-culotte, muft be very clever, to ef- 
" cape the revolutionary tribunal/* Thefc were 
the words of Amar and Guffroy j and fucb is 
the language daily held in the Committees. 

The Committee of General Security cooUy 
calculate the money which will be produced Ji^y 
fuch and fuch afTafiinations. Cambon fpeaik- 
ing of the account he had received concerning 
the 133 merchants, fent from Nantz to PariSj, 
publicly declared that the fum total of their ca- 
pitals was 624 millions. Twenty nine of thefp 
viftims periflied in three days : it is b^liev^d^ 
that they were poifoned, at their entrance into 
the prifons of Paris. The fortune pf ;^y pri- 
vate perfon is fo evidently the meafure of his 
guilt, that from thofe in cuftody, an exaft in- 
ventory is required of their property, and an ac- 
count 
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count of their political life, fmce the 4th of May 
1789 ; upon which, the fcntence pronounced u- 
pon them is always founded. The widow and 
children of a man condemned to death, are al- 
ways reduced to extreme mifery ; For the. Com- 
mittee of Public Safety, when they cut off an in- 
nocent perfon, always confifcate the whole pro- 
of his family. 

Note 22. Page 179. 

The Committee of Public Safety fent commif- 
faries, three different times, to St Denis. The 
inhabitants of that town prevented the opening of 
the, vaults till the month of December laft. At 
at that time, the ftatuesof theKiNos and Queens 
of France were broken in pieces : and all tl^e 
remains 6f the two firft races deftroyed. The 
tonibs were opened, the cqfEns melted downj 
and' the bones burnt or fcattered. Turennb 
wtfs' expofed to the eyes of the deputies, and they 
ail'feid facrilegious hands upon his remains.' 
It i4 impofSble to relate or conceive, with what 
bafe barbarity, the wretches deputed from the 
Convention rifled the tombs, and ravaged the 
vlirfts of the Church of St Denis. 

Irh6 Maufolaea of Louis xii. Francis i. and 
Tu'renne were fpared. The genius of mifchief 
perhaps recoiled before thofemafter-pieces of art. 
The remains of the Bourbons were happily ab- 

ftraftec^ 
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ftrafted from the facrilege of the ComtniffarieSy 
and dcpofited in a private burial-place, by the 
fortunate fidelity of a Servant. 

Note 23. Page 180. 

I have aiTerted that Marat was poifoned by 
Roberfpierre, and upon equal ftrength of pfoof 
(however improbable the faft may appear tathe 
Public) I have advanced that Roberfpierre, promp- 
ted the affifEnation by Charlotte CordayV She 
died, crying Vive la republic / Her depofitttms, 
and all particulars that could be learned concent 
ing her, from the time of her arrival at Parisy to 
her death, are fuch as to le^ve no doubt,. liiat 
flie fancied herfelf afting for the preiervafion of 
liberty. 

This is perhaps the proper place, to afiure my 
readers, that I have not endeavoured to calum- 
niate the Jacobins : nay I confider the thing to 
be impoffible. Their conduct for thefc laft two 
years has been inexpreffibly perfidious, barbarous, 
and profligate; and I have only attempted to drf- 
cribe them fuch as they are. I am * now mofe 
than ever, convinced, that, not the extent of their 
refources, nor the force of their abilities, but the 
enormity of their wickednefs, and the number of 
their emiflaries, have produced and maintained 
their fucceffes. The Deputies in the Convention 
are not more contemptible, than contemncdby 

the 
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thse IctncR. populace of Pgris ; it h ia:yK)filble to 
be uttjuft to tl^eoi, otherwijfe thau by i^fcribing )to 
them virtues, or feelingsr of remorfe. 

Note 24. Page 180. 
The Parifian populace loudly fwear by Marat > 
and le Pelletier St Fargeau. On the very day of 
their inauguraiionj the more flrikingly blafpbem- 
0U8 comparifons were made with refped to them. 
The P^tbcon ha$-been Gripped of its mafter- 
pie&es of fculpture, and of every thing that once 
gave it tbe.fotjlemmty of a temple of religion. And 
this moft auguft of the facred edifices of Paris, 
is now confecrated to the memory of monfters^ 
the di%niqjg of huma^ nature. 

Note 25. Page i8i. 
. .^mofl: all the fquares and ftreets of Paris, 
hav^ wd^rgone a change of name. Moft of the 
coinii^onalties round that city have named them- 
fjplves Brutus^ Marat^ Mutius-fcavola^ Sans-cu- 
httide^ &c There was occafion for new names, 
^ for a new divifion of time, and for new 
;criii^s. / 

Note 26, Page 182. 
The people, in general, fubmit very fullenly to 
thofe novelties ; and, in Paris, laugh openly at 
the names of Gerpiinal^ la Decade^ PrimidL In 

the 
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the country, the Republican Calendar requires 
great attention. On every Sunday, the peaTants 
are fent to prifon, if they prefume to put on their 
Sunday's clothes. 

Note 27. Page 184. 
At Paris, and in various commonalties in the 
Republic, the following infcription is fet tip over 
the burying grounds ; This is the place of ever^ 
lofting Jleep. A poplar with the colours and 
other emblems of republican guilt, is ufually 
planted over a grave after it is clofed. 

Note 28. Page 184. .. r-- 

Beggars fill the ftreets of Paris, and infeft th^ 
paffages into the hall of the Convention. They 
often mingle with the legiflatofs, and fill the 
palace of the Thuilleries with their vociferations. 
After a month's denial, they obtained the ^eifec 
for the reftoration of all thofe effefts, not ex- 
ceeding, feverally, 50 livres in value, which had 
been depofited at Mont-de-Piete. All the laws 
iffued by the Conyention againft beggary, provi* 
only their weaknefs, and its growth. In the 
month of January, the Common-Council were 
obliged to give them beds, and fome fcanty ali- 
ment, to keep them in life ; arid they then 
amounted to thd number of 77,000. 

Note 



I N M A Y, 1 794. 23 1 

Note 29. Page 185. 
Afhes, old leather, and linen-rags, are in re- 
quifition. No perfon in. France can confider 
himfelf, as matter of any of his* eiFedts. 

Note 30. Page r86^ 
The Convention is no where more abhorred 
ths^n at Paris. The people never fee a deputy- 
dragged to the fcaffold, without faying aloud, in 
tb^ very court of the Thuilleries ; Wejhall have 
the pleafure of feeing all ihe deputies go to thefcaf^ 
fold, in turn. Five hundred men, refolved to 
conquer or perifli, might diffolve the Conven- 
tion, .aBid make themfelves matters of the capi- 
tal • 

^fote 31^ or '32. Page 189. 
Tbefe fafts were confeffed by Pierry aide-de- 
camp to Santerre ; who concealed none of the 
horrours inflifted on La Vendee ; not even, that 
300 lib. of poifon had been fent by the Commit- 
tee of Public Safety to poifon the wines and 
wejls of the country. His declarations were 
confirmed by Francis la Primaudiere, deputy to 
the .Convention, from Sable, who had been fent 
to the departments of Mayenne and Loire. 

Note 
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Note 33. P^ge 191. 
The Convention have betrayed their dread of 
the name of La Tremouille in La Vendee ; ^d 
have left no means untried, to prevent its influ- 
ence. They fuppofed that La Tremouille had 
declared himfelf^ King of Maine and Poiftou. 
They fpread, fcveral times, a report of his d^atb, 
and at laft ordered him to be brought to Pshris, 
and executed in the fquare of the Revohlddn. 
The People of Paris ^ are tbey whom it is (^ ffe 
mo/i confequence to undeceive ; (b faid La Pli- 
maudiere, and Seveftre, deputy frorti Rennes,X2i 
man wHofe courage, craft, and abilities f^det 
him exceedingly dangerous) j we mufljheiv itetn 
on thefcaffoldj thofe great names which thiyjtill 

foolijhly venerate ; we muji teach them to join^us 
in calling the Royalijis cf La Vendee^ robbers ; %- 
therwife they may perhaps refufe to march ^am/i 

.them. ^^ ^' 

Note 34. Page 19a. 
Even Pelletier St Fargeau, the intimate friend 
of Roberfpierre, who wore the tyrant'J ][)idure 
on his brcaft ; who Ikulked on the ift of May 
1792, after having promifed to bring the fkiill 
of the majdr of the dragoon fcgiment de la Tour 
to the Jacobin Club, and there drink out of it , 
the blood of the laft Gentleman in France ! St 
I Fargeau 
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Fargeau in the fpace of labours, tranilated, 
(tudied, and voiced his abufe upoO'—the Englifh 
<^ojjj[titution4 . Never viras there another fuch 
ipi^ture of folly and wickednefs, 

, ^ i^otejj. Page 193. 

To apcpunt for the vidories and fears of the 
Gonjanittee of Public Safety, we (hould be ac- 
quaiated with the bafenefs and tyranny of its 
ijQ^piber^. The moil ftriking contradictions ap- 
pear^ every day, in their condudk. They do and 
uo^o, refolveand retradt their refolutions,/trem- 
bleaud laaffacre.. Wallowing in debauchery, 
J^m$d by the people, — in fuccefs, they affed the 
jp^ft extravagant pride,— upon misfortune, they 
af^ jP9ft pitifully difpirited. At three different 
times, they thought themfelves in great danger. 
In September 1792, they were upon the point 
of fitting Parisy and retiring to the BordelaU / 
in Auguft 1793, they were about to difperfe 
themfelves through the county of Venaijfe ; in 
March laft, they were preparing to take their 
fligh^ into Switzerland. 

The Members of the Committee of Public 
Safety aye perfuaded, that the very people who 
now applaud and fupport them, would, with ab- 
horrence abandon them, upon the approach of 
,the Allied/ Powers J and would, in an inftant, 
pry Perijh all the deputies ! if there were a vic- 
G g torious 



a34 STATE OF- FRANCE 

torious army within fight of the. capital* Sucfi 
words have been heard from Barxere; and R<t-r^ 
berfpierre fliares hig feajiB. 

• / 

Note 36. Page 193. 

In every court and garden, the trembling" 
Parifians have planted pot-herbs. The^ have 
potatoes in the very walks of the garden^ of 
the Thuilleries. The Englifli gardens have 
been every where plowed up for fuch purpofes j 
as the ftyle of thefe, would have been enough 
to make their proprietors fufpefted of counterr 
rievolutionary purpofes. 

Note ^y. Page 194. 
In fome feftjons of Paris, and in fome of the 
neighbouring communities, an inventory has 
been made of the fhips in the Thames, — of the 
gold, filver, rich fluffs, iron, and horfes, in the 
city of London. The Sans-culottes have been 
promifed to have the faek of the Englifh capi- 
t?il, at their difcretion. 

Note 38. Page 261. 

Every day, men may be heard, faying aloud 

in the flreets ; All thefe executions afford us no 

bread* We were an hundred times happier under 

the^ old government^ againji which there has been^ 

fo 
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fr much crying cut. There were abufes ; hutjwe 
bad-iJuhtrewithgU'to live^ &c. 

Chaudron-Roufleau, Deputy from the Upper 
Marne, who heard thefe words, faid ; / have 
heard many others fuci^ at Paris^ and eljewhere. 
If 4he Committee of Public Safety Jhould fend all 
who talk thus^ to tbefcqffbld ; they would never 
ba^v^'dbne. 



V. 
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V. 



H£jns of a SPEECH delivered by Sr JUSTE^ 
in the Committee of Public Saiett; cm^ 
cerning the Negociations of Fhancm ^itb tie 
Neuteal Powers j in the courfe if thePxM* 
SENT War. 



In the difcuflidri of a propofal for granting "afd- 
vantages in Trade, to the Neutral Powfiks, 
which might encourage their intercourfe with 
France, during the war ; ' ' 

St Juste took occafion to ftate : 

That, even the Great Powers of Europe, 
driven into, combination againft the Freilch' Re- 
public, by their common danger, and common 
fears ; although ojienjibly unitied ; were divided, 
in reality y by their general avarice, mutual hat- 
red, and fecret jealoufies ; were, in thdr hearts, 
more hoftile to one. another, than to the French, 
againft whom they fought j and injured ^their 

own 
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6vm caufc more by the manner in which they 
rgoiced continually to thwart, to difconcert, and 
to enfeeble one another ^ — ^than it could poflibly 
be injured by any fuccefs of the French Anns : 

That, the Neutral Powers had continued 
neutral; not becaufe their Governments ' were 
friendly to the p-ogrefe and the final eftablifh- 
mcnt of French Liberty ; but, becaufe the in- 
temal ftate of their dominions, and the temper 
of \ttidr fubje^ did not admit of their taking 
i^ arms ; becaufe they doubt^ the iffue of 
the ^coAtcft^ and wUbed to temporize with tb^ 
^odbrs ; l)ecatife they found it Angularly lucra- 
tivc, to engrds, at leaft the ^hole carrying. 
trade — of all the Powers at war : 

T*hat, for thefe reafons, it was unncceflary, 
thatrthe French ftiould anxioufly court them to 
^ismain neutral ;• they were neutral by neceflity : 

That» the french had, however, with folly 
and prodigality alike aftoniflling, bribed fhem^ 
at an enormous expence, to abide by a policy ; 
.from whifeh it wa« iippoffible, that they ihould 
deviate^. however difpofed towards the French : 
. TJiat 40 millions of livrcs, or rather 70 mllivnsj 
— 4f the jewels were eftimated at their full ^lue, 
-w^hibd been vainly lavilhed 'm bribing the weak 
and-corruptminiftry-of the Ottoman Porte, — 
by tfee* hands of two rafcally ambafTadors, Henin 
andDefcorqhesf yet, inftcad of going to war with 

Ruffia; 
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RuiSa ; as the true iaterefts of. the Turkifh £snpire 
required them to do, in the prdent cri£sJ9 !die 
Turk$ had only fuffered tbemfelyes to br .fieri 
fuaded noc to co-operate wvh the et^tx&cA o( 
France : ^ ' / i.. 

That the Swedes, .after the murder of their 
King, were unable to go to war^ either ia AUiaiice 
witU the French,oragainil them; yetftilLreoeiY«* 
ed fubfidies from France; as if they were csqaabjle' 
of mifchief, if thofe fubfidies were withdrawli* : 

That DENMARK, alfo neutral through weatk^ 
nefs, want, and policy, neverthelefs drainedr^lrei 
treafures of France,— in fubfidiesy— in bribes' 'to 
royal favourites and mi{trefle8,~in paymeentifbr 
corn, which could hardly coft dearer, ifkmnre 
gold-duft,— and for (lores whil:h'we» newfcre*- 
ceived: . •• -'''U^^ ip 

That the Swiss Canton Sj^ enervated* by Umg 
peace and habitual venality; unfitted by theAature 
of th^ir aiTociation, for the firm union. InqoeflEtVy 
to eSedual war ; finding their intereA in^k meu- 
trality, which gave them peace at home, wMkit^ 
left them at liberty to hire out their troops tokibe 
Combined Powers ; were, however, bought^ »ilot • 
to declarff themfclves againft France^ at aiiv^- 
expence of already more than 40 miltimsi^ 
which millions were continually added, without 
purchafmg aught but cold and unavailing neUtfiral-^ 
ity: ■ r ■ . - '. 
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♦ Thatl, th^ aeutrality of Genoa had been pur- 
cfaafed at the expcncc of j;4 millions in the fpace 
of ihmt months ; in order that its merchants 
might fupply the French Republic with grain ; 
and that Republican Confpiracies might be hat- 
ched there, to fpreftd the principles of liberty 
and- equality through all Italy; the one pbjeft 
accon^li(hed with fuffici«nt fuccefs ; the other 
hopldefs, and never Ikilfully purfued : 

That even at Venice, which could neither in- 
juiie^ nor ferve the French, otherwife than by hin- 
d«iin^ or permitting French Couriers to pafs 
tbiough the Venetian territories, on their way to 
aadfrom Conflantinople, 3,000,000 of livres had 
bccsiwasfted; on the pretence, indeed, of overturn- 
ingi the .Veaetiah Government by a confpiracy ; 
but without any apparent effeds, from which it 
comld be ihfierred that the idea of fuch a confpi- 
rwyiaad ^ver been conceived in Venice : 

jTka^^ the negociations of the French in Tus- 
CAN*, had been equally expenfive, and ftill iKorc 
fruiilef^: 

^3rhat, moft of the embafladors whom the 
French had employed to negociate in their name, 
with the above neutral powers ; being block- 
h^a and fcoundrels; ought to be recalled, and 
Guilldtimd: 

That, the fubfidies to the neutral powers 
ought, for all thofc reafons, to be, for the future, 

I withheld j 
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withheld : no more bribes to be fecretly diftri- 
buted among tliem, in the view of buying faftious 
partifans to Republicanifm j but, thofe powers 
to be left to confult their natural interefts, and 
Republicanifm to win, among them, as it could, 
partifans to itfelf : 

But, That money ought to be largely diftri- 
buted among the avowed enemies of the French ; 
and Traitors, Affaffins, or Deferters from the 
grand Alliance, to be bought fifotn amdngtkem, 
at whatever expence. 



The Authenticity of the above fpeech, appelrs 
certain, from its agreement, in almdft all pirti- 
culars, with fubfequent events, with tRe VSAt^ 
ments of Montgaillard, and with report^'' fiifefe 
made, in the French Convention. '^.l ■.. 
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SirJrE qfPARrns^lifc. in Frai^cb^ from Mat 
iajl^ to tht middle 9f October. 

At the date to which the preceding articles 
ref^r^ the Population and the Caftial Stock of 
France were wafted by the war, and by intef- 
tiae, revolutionary diffenfions ; the former^ as it 
(hould feem, at the rate of /even hundred thou^ 
/and lives i loft in the year, above what were re- 
produced by birth ; the lattery at the rate of one 
hundred and fifty millions of founds Sterlings in 
the year, not merely transferred from hand to 
hand, but abfolutely confumed, and loft to the 
Nation, without being fupplied by any reproduc- 
tion of labour. The Nation continued to en- 
dare the Revolutionary Government, for no o- 
ther reafon, but becaufe thofe, who, amidft the 
convulfions of the Revolution, had gained pow- 
er, property, and licence, which they could not 
otherwife have acquired, were as yet fufSdently 
H h numerous. 
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numerous, refolute, and adiVe, to hold thlffefl' 
in thraldom. Th€ natioa was dirid^d intotvro 
great parlies; the Patriots and Ae AHfi- 
Patriots: One confiding of the RevcfttttJdn- 
ary Societies, — or rather the Committees of titofe 
Societies, — and of the predominant part of '^'die 
deputies in the Convention, the municipslHSSf^- 
giftrates, and the admihiftrators in the dgp&tt- 
inenlfi j tff^ other comprehending all the reft|khe 
fBflFering part of the people. At th? h^ad^'f^l^h^ 
former was Roberfpierrc, who enjoyed tlftfiWfall 
confidence: Since the fall of J^flbt-^S'^lfk 
confederates, the laifer had ^n WttliWf^^ftfty 
confpicuous, a&ive leader, bu€ remiill^d^t^V^ 
founded by horrour, fear, and mutuafl '^j^alda^ 
fies. .The SeHiom of Paris feemed incHH44^<to 
mediate between the two parties ; ai^it^g^ 
certain, that, the Armies ^ if diCbande^; 
not have taken part againfl the R«^ 
Committees; But, in the meah lime, tWe dkiS^ 
mitteesand their creatures, had aQr the a^^^, 
efficient powers of the RepuWic ia their lia^s. 
— ^Thisis, with refped'^to the ftate of partflre 
and puWic expenditure in FVance, thefun* of 
what is contained in the foregoing details. :> ' • - 
Succefs crowned the plans which thereigli- 
Jng party had framed for the condU^J: of-tfee 
fummer-campaign. Their refources ffi^d neii. 
^The reqvijitions were effeftuaily eA#^f cgfl j ^ti^I 
mtirmurs were ftill repreffed by indefatiga- 
ble 




%il^,Kigiluce, and reksi^ crueijty i on^t^^mi 
hmdy &\6ttk and f«nfual paffions, ei^sdtedai^ 
fiMi^ed^y ^^thufiafofi; on^he othar^ helpbAf 
t^^QUr^ (ifll cdtnfiUiued to do thdr Mfpe&iv^ 
crfi(€9«^ Vi^iy or&usfortime vMssp ftiH a^ 
Ukfe^iifedlyy ilob^ipierre aa4 lu$ party, M 
um^QQ&tSo^ &t incr^afed rigour ag^nft th^; 
r^.;Q£tbeNatipxii 

-•^3tRtf-diiBreis a point, below which it is iq^^ 
{Kibble to urge the impreflioas of fear^ upon t3j^ 
tii«4^ heart* When fubmiiSon ceaie^ to he 
fAOri$<^e cbasi refiftance, aimoft ev^ livinf 
cMf^ti^ft then dares to refill. Every new:a£i; of 
Of^fAi^ft b^gannow to excite iymptoms wfaii^h 
iS^^toffi ^j'lh^^s that the fufimng party wooM 
ipeii^Hyj^termine t<^^(^fier no iooger^ Jealou:^ 
4f»t'<itdMB intrigues} arrqgance.iii the leaders^ 
•^^jJjjgomMtf ^v^rice^ lull, aiMl ambition; and tho 
mi^^SliM&tj th€U iStf tbs^ a^iiultitude of wickcNl 
fB^9fi){bmM Jong ronaia in pcrS9& union an)0|ig[ 
th^lliilbtyc^;. produced cooliaual drrifions amoB§p 
lbf$?l^^if44HAg'par^* S<»ne began to intrigue with 
^ft^K^;['PATaiOT8 whom they had oppreffed^ 
tha((tif^ef might €i^& provide a refourc^e agaipft 
dangersf which they knew, would dvertake theoe^ 
Sfiisr^y lA thdr turn. Maiy wcare, from time to 
n«i6,ie:ic^luded by repeated ^tfr^/i^m, out of ths 
Revolittionary Societies* Some were indignant at 
lindiAg UieflEifelvea condemned to in%aificancy^ 

' .by 
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hf the o%trhemn% afttvitjr ef their Mkms. 
Others af]Nring ftiU to higher ao^ higher ao^ 
thorityv began to treat all openly or fac^tlyy m 
their enemks, \vbo itemed likely to obftraft 
ibeit afcent» or endaager their elevatfoa* Rb^ 
UKsriaitRB especially) the moft appar^iUy dut* 
interefted ; the moft artful 9 the^beft inlbiaiicd; 
the moft prudent ; and perhapa alfo, where toif 
trepidity could be ufeful, the moft intrepid of 
all the popular demagogues ; was, at the /fame 
time, the moft ambitious, and the roa^ieft to 
facrifice friencUbip and humanity, to* the gnts^* 
eatioQ of his ambition. 

:Hia exertions had made his -party triumphant 
aVerthe Briffotia^s. To him they oived^ in a 
great meaiure, thai: defpotic fupremacy^ Drhich 
they had aflumed in the legiikture and the ex** 
ecutive goirernment* While he ftrove only to 
pconuTte the caufe of republicaniUtEn, hegradnaliy 
became, by .the energy and the fucttfa ofthisejrt 
frtionsi, a more remazkahle and confiderabk ob« 
jeft, to himfsif and to others ai^out him^.tfaan 
^venthat republicani&nfor which he laboured. Ho 
began to. think of ap^aaropriatingto himfelf the 
prise &r whidi the furious republicans had oon- 
tended :. and he^ in the mean time, was the ccoh 
^cuoua leader to wJiom all their crimeswere at* 
tribnted. . Heftrore^ ivith that view^ to purge 
thn^revolutsonary fodeties, till none. Qffmld re^ 

:*' main 
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jBmakimthmiy who were not fo weak or fo4kvat« 
edjla hi^f tlut they coold not becomefwmidable^ 
.i»o( fa guUty^^ that he might cut them off» when^ 
^rai tboy ihould threaten, tc defert ircun his inters 
€&!& BiU,.upoa every ojceccuion, upon- every 
Guxofi&jno^ipurgation o£ the Reyolutiosiary So^ 
(ietie^ 4keiv weight was ftill thrown into the op?' 
pofiie.fcak. The Dictator became every day« 
tDqtre.aBd'more arlHtrary and ddpotic ; but his 
ocoidi^kai became at the fame tio^te every day 
oiote.f>recariGu{ly dangerous. When that con* 
fpiiaeji ^as formed againft hindy conccmiog 
which Montgaillard has given fome hints in the 
9ipcKVi^i|)oftfcript ;, he was preparing, perhaps too 
incautioufly, to difiblve the Convention, to make 
tbe'GonuHid:ees more effeduaily andfubmiilively 
fabferiiriqit to him, and to concentrate the wbdt^ 
power of ^ the Revolutionary Societies, without 
^p^peal^ in his own perfpn. Had he found thQ 
Se£tk»iis of Pairis, as little able to make e&&ual 
refiftaaee to his (xurpofes, as were the Revolu? 
tiottary Committees and the Convention; his 
foccefis had been funs. 

But'.w&tile he was about to be betrayed by hu 
own arrogance, and by the profligate mifconr 
da& 0f tbofe whom be employed, as his inilru^ 
nsBeoifs^'all whoth their own fears or his fufpiclofii 
liadi/t»te)y driven tc take part with the Antn 
JPATiiWT party, had begun to combine, and 
tO'XaUy. againft him and his adherents. By the 

additioA3 
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additions which it thus receivedi that paHfrbf^ 
came nearly a match for the furious RbpubU^^aM^ 
and their Revolutionary Commiltees. ' Wft^^ 
Roberfpierre had laid his toils^ and w^ t(S94j'%0, 
ftrike the blow which wouUhave brokea^eiKinlw 
own party, and would have given the French Hi^ 
volutioniftsy in his perfon^ adefpot, morefof nuU 
dable and more odious than their aB€ient«lEiQ^%t. 
He was impeached^ upon frivolous preten^evitf 
the Convention ; the efforts Oif his adliermts^l^a 
proted him^ were reprefled by the Re^i^ti^- 
nary army of Paris ; and to the aftohiiho^fgl^^f 
France, and of Europe, he was fuddealy i^jjig^ 
from the height of his power, to peTifl^P9r7|!l@ 
fcaffbld. - r,rs "Ir 

The.defe&ion of partifans from Ui^ pafiftyipf 

thePATRXOTsandtheRevolutionaryC^TOiaittieqftt 
to that confufion oif parties^ which thole*0Ui^ 
had opprefTed; had been fo great, for fon|ei^fflft 
before the overthrow of Roberfpierre % 4l?%<^ 
Anti-Patriots were now dired^d bjt mf%^)ifl^ 
had been the moft fervile and a£live inftrum?^ 
of the opprefHon under which they had grosoH^d' 
The death of Roberfpierre produced t)^^i;f^ 
no fignal convulfipn in the Republic* Sq fnffiy 
of thofe who had ai^ed with him a{«p[oft.fcPtt|^ 
laft, were concerned in accomplHbing hj;$4^t^f> 
that they alfo mufl have been involved ia a)ino(| 
any impeachment laid againft wj cox^fiderable 

nun^bcr 
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xftAxStSf of his remaining adherents.* 'Although 
tkSS^ jAlH^i-I^atriots had fucceeded fo far as to 
d^Hty Rbberfpierre ; yet their opponents were 
ftillfitoO'powierful to be overcqpie, and difperfed 
i#k«mfequence of the lofs of a lingle leader. The 
jjiaity df Roberfjiierre, however willing to avenge 
ySSPdinthy yet durft not venture upon an open and 
d£^[ft^t6 oppofition to thofe by whom it had 
b^^efl^ed. Neither party knew certainly, 
^helher^the armies would not declare for their 
oj^ditents. The people were now, in general, 
aS^Wnly the friends of the Anti-Patriots, as 
th^^'had, before the requifitions, been the friends 
dl^jh^leading REVoLtjTioNisT3. Private inter- 
eft anil private intrigues were bufily intermingled 
witN'iha principles and views of the leaders of 
die^d' parties. Some flight efforts made, on 
ffctf*6ne fide, to fubjeft the Convention and the 
AJWi^PATBiiOTs, once more to the tyrannical fu- 
ry^f tlie Revolutionary Gonimittees'; and on the 
bthHi^'W trge the temporary diflurbances, to a 
cottf^tete^couhter-icvolution, in favour of the 
n!dlrte$i ;the clergy, and njonarchy ; proved on 
b6^Sife itlifce irieffeaual. 
(^Btit 'the perfed reconciliation, and union of 
flife i!#6 'parties were impoffiblc. If they broke ^ 
atii^Jotk -fttto divil war, it was only equal weaknefs, 
<ii^iftkiAiori"fe'ars, that reftrained them. Some 
J^fefi^memt^ers of the Convention, who had 
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been the laft to join the confpiracy againft Ro- 
berfpierre, would gladly have fet themfelves, in 
his ftead, at the head of the party of the Clubs 
and Revolutionary Committees; but .could not 
regain their confidence. The former leaders of 
the Anti-Patriots in the Convention, wifhed to 
deliver thofe to trial and execution, who, after be- 
ing the bafe inftruments of Roberfpicrre's crimes, 
had at the laft betrayed him. But thefe men have 
hitherto been proteded partly by their newly ac- 
quired friends, and partly by their former party. 
In the mean time, however, the Anti-Patriots- 
have (kilfuUy profecuted their triumpji over Ro- 
berfpierre ; and the Revolutionary Committee^ 
are not likely long to furvive their Demagogue. 
The (hew of a milder government; the profpefts 
of peace held out j the odium and horrour 
into which their rivals had brought themfelves j 
and the viftories which have continued to crowA 
the French Armies; have brought the AntiPa- 
TRIOT leaders into a temporary popularity, high- 
er and more general than has been enjoyed per- 
haps by any party, fince the firft labours of the 
Conftituent Affembly were clofed. It is poflible, 
that Barrere and thofe others who have been re- 
peatedly accufed, with him, in the Convention, 
might bargain for their own . fafety, when they 
betrayed Roberfpierre. They may therefore be 
protefted for fome time longer from the revenge 

' of 
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of ^e-^cmies whofo perfeveringly.purfue them. 
But th^y will not finally efcape. 

Nor will the .prefent rulers long retaiii their 
auljiority. The party by which they have been 
raifed to power, is made up of flireds, which 
caanot long cohere. To gratify their party ; and 
to conciliate the favour of the people in general, 
by a.fyftem direftly oppofite in its fpirit, to that 
of the Patriots ; they have relaxed the energy 
and vigilance abfolutely neceflary to a Govern- 
n^ent that would carry on a war, or accomplilh a 
Revolution. With the Revolutionary Societies', 
thf r ftre^gtb and enthufiafm of the French ]fee- 
vql^lion, muft inevitably perifli. The Anti-Pa- 
triots are^at prefent popular, for no other rea- 
f&n^ tut becaufe they have loofened the reins of 
aj|^t,hipriry^ and have perfuaded the people, that no 
mior^ iacrifices are to be demanded from them. 
P^e.fignal defeat fuffered by the French Armies, 
f^e the death of Roberfpierre, would alTuredly 
have driven the Anti-Patriot leaders from the 
l^elm of Government, and would have consign- 
ed them, to the dungeon and the fcaffold. Should 
thevr .obtain peace from the Allied Powers before 
the return of Spring ? The return of the Armies 
niufl:, in this cafe, immediately produce a new 
change *of government, and a new diftributioA 
of property. Should the Allies deny them 
peace ? th.^y retain not authority to enforce new 
Ml requifitions 
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requifitioas and other compaUbry l^fSusi .oor §^ 
France afford tbefe for another cua^fsiffi. The 
Anti-Patriots have left it impoiBble forli^epi* 
felves to remain in power, without giving tb$ na* 
tion, peace; they have made itimpoflible,fortbe 
Patriots, to refume their former authority^tsod 
renew the war. If the Allies (hall refule peace to 
the French, otherwife than upon the condi^csi. 
of the re-eftablifhment of -monarchy in Fra^e^ 
monarchy mufl be re-eftablifhed. If peace ih^ 
be granted to them, without the ftipnlatiqa^^f. 
the abolition of republicaiufm } yet th^.r^toir&f 
and the diffolution of the armies can h»'4fy ImI- 
, to bring about the reft oration of Royally. {Alk 
the meafures purfued by the ANTi-PATRipT%bftYj»T 
tended diredly, although perhaps unde0g9$4^ydF 
to this end. . . i ; ? . . . 

But, is not France mightily enriched by pa^it- 
quefts ; by the prodigious fertility of hec .foil 
and climate under every difadvantagje;^^y W-' 
duftry more vigorous, more ingeiiious« I3)x)re- 
afliive, than was ever before ej^erted ? It i^-, hif 
otherwife. The moft flattering Reports la|§ly . 
made in the Convention, confefs, that c^rtaip*. 
diftrids had, even in the happy harvcft of the. 
prefent year, proved wholly barren. Ag^ienU 
ture can. never be purfued with tolerable fuc» 
cefs, while its labourers tod its produds ^u^: 
fubjeft to arbitrary requifition. . Neutral Na- 

• tions 



* SINCE MAY, I794. 551 

tioHs^^tt'^fiirnlfh provifions or military (lores, 
odly white money or commodities can be readi- 
If opioid* foT them : Aad money or commodities 
th« I¥fenoh Gbvernment have not to pay for 
the ilnports neceffiiry to another yeiar's war ; 
uiAefe they (hoiild raife them by afts of defperate 
tjTMnfi which they have no longer energy to 
pei^riate. Saltpetre muft be miferably want- 
ed'tti a country, where that which can be made 
ftoiii a few horfe-chefnuts, is valued as a vaft 
fup^Iy? What are their boafted inventions? 
SUdi others as thofe ingenious inventions of our 
edvtntrymen, which are, every day, in great 
ik^titudeSy' celebrated in the puf&ng advertife- 
]fti(ii!t8 *in'our Britifli Newfpapers; thofe me- 
didhei^ that give immortal health and vigour 
to the human frame ; thofe books, fraught with 
aiigeli<ffS;^it ; thofe engines for labour, which 
fu^rObik the n'eceffity of human exertion ; thofe 
fec?urttfes^ againft injury, which encourage man 
to^bid defiance to the rage of the elements or 
thfr'wi^ck of natui^e j thofe fpe£tacles which are 
fitieflf^^tO'fupply the want of eyes ; thofe wafh- 
bttlk^} which commiinicate an invifible edge to 
thfl Very ^^t 6f a razor ! Nay : If boafted inven- 
ti^ii% the ftrts, are to render any Nation for 
eWi'- iftvintible ^ It is beyond all controverfy, 
ceflaii>, that the Britifli Nation muft be an hun- 
dred titnes more fo,^ than any other People, an- 
cient 
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cient or modern. What is new or wonderful in 
tkeraifingof confpicuous fignals, within recipro- 
cally vifible 'diftances ; and in c^^cerning objedls 
£o minute as a ry/A^r,-with a lar^eemugh profpec- 
tive glafs or telefcope ("the Telegraphe) i Have we 
ceafed to trifie with balloons y for any oth^ reafon, 
than becaufe we found them good for nothing, 
but to be play-things id children? Will the 
pretended difcoveries of the French for fafiiitat- 
ing the art of divings enable them to match the 
ikiil, the vigour, or the intrepidity of Briufh 
failors ? It is a good jeft for them to talk of the 
invention of a Jlying bridgey to refcua from 
death by fire^ when they have fpread ov^r ttieir 
whole empire, one wide- waiting flapiei— But, 
they are enriched by their conquefts ? Not at 
lead by their late conqueft of Flanders ; A 
country that has been, for three years the feat 
of war, will not, at the end of that period^-^-unlefs 
war could change its nature, and.counter&Q; its 
own necefiary eflfeas,— afford much to enrich the 
viftors. Count the ufeful labour wafted by.with^ 
drawing foldiers from peaceful induftry: the j)ro<- 
vifions, clothes, ammunition, and armour con- 
fumed ; the enornnxus profits unavoidably paid 
to contraflors ; the lives loft by difeafe or the 
fword ; the recruits withheld from {Hoipulatiiin ; 
Count all thefe, and th0 thoufand oth^ Ipffes and 
inconveniencies attending war; and then ^y, 

whether 
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wliether any Feopfe bxve ever been enriched by 
its fu£ce&s ? What w^U fortified,, and fuUab- 
lygarn&oi^ town is there, which, hovxevef large 
its magazineis, does not coft its aiTail^mts in-; 
finitely more in the fiege, than it c:^ pofTibly 
afford upon its capture? Heaps of gold! waggon- 
loads of filvcr I conveyed from Flanders to 
France I Such are the falfe pretences with which 
the prefent rulers of the French Republic, auiufe. 
the Nation ; while, like the Cyclers with the 
companiong of Ulyffes, they devour them, 
(me by one ; taking ftill the fattcft firft. 

Such, then, is the prefent ftate of parties in 
France, that, thofe who now poflefs the appear^ 
ance of fupreme authority, cannot ptcferine it, 
without obtaining peace in the courfe of the 
opening winter ; nor can their opponents regain 
their ancient power without purchafing it at the 
fame price. Such is the exhaufled ftate of the na- 
tional wealth and population, that all the origi- 
nal enthufiafm of the French Republicans, would 
not 410W enable them to find refources for the 
profecution of the war through another cam- 
paign. Their very conquefls are ruinous, and 
ferve only to inflame the murmurs of a people, who 
are aftoniihed, that fo many vidories fhould ftill 
load to nothing but new requifitions. The in- 
ventions. in the arts which they proclaim with 

the 
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the moft ridiculous' felf-gratulation and praife, 
are trifles, either not^new, or elfe, vain as the 
change of the form of a buckle, or of the cut of 
a coat •. 

* The information in die above anicle» is founded 
wholly upon the proceedings of the French Convention ; 
as related, (from the Momteur I believe), in the London 
daily papers,— the Courier, the Morning Chronicle, the 
Star, and the Sun. Agreeably to what has been above 
afferted of the impoffibility that fo disjointed and incohe- 
rent a party as the French 4ntl-Pairioft^ (hould for any 
confiderable time, continue to 9& in union 1 1 phfei^ep". P 
the lateft aecounts of the proceedings of the Convention, 
that the remains of the Federalifts are now making a vio- 
lent effort, to^ deftroy the laft deferters from the party of 
Roberfpierre. 



vn, 
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RiFLser^Ks on the Efsnts of the frefeni Cam- 
paign. 



Of thefe what fliall be faid, but that they have 
been iavariably difaftrous to the Allies, glori- 
ous and fortunate to the French ? 

It is not fo. The Allies mult be confefled to, 
have committed many errours in the courfe of , 
the campaign of 1793- Dumourier ought not 
to have been fufiered, upon any pretext, to lead 
his jQiattered forces, unmolefted from Nerwinde 
to the confines of French Flanders, at a time 
wheii Cobourg and Clairfait might eafily have 
cut them entirely o^. The firft declaration of 
Cobourg, however rafh, ought not to have been 
retrafted : The ftate of parties in France, and 
the progrefs of events, would foon have ^^orded 

fair 
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fair reafon for departing from it, fo ht as hii^t 
hare been necefTary, in order to re^eftablifli* a 
monarchy, limited, yet not wanting power- to 
guard its own exiftence, arid maintain its oi;^ii 
authority. La Fayette and Dumourier oughl 
not, indeed, to have been trufttd ; but ndf to 
have been, the one caft to rot in a dungeon, the 
other driven out as a fugitive ; for the ill treat* 
ment of two fuch men, was plainly calculated to 
deter others from among the French, frohi^fbl- 
lowing their example ; and by confequent^' to 
cement the union of the Republicans, With 
whatever difficulty, at however defperatre ttiiik, 
at any expence however enormous; a fuller i^S-ref- 
pondence, and a more perfcft mutual intelligihce 
ought to have been kept up, by the AHifes^, ^hh 
tTiofe who Were, icr any degree, difpofefl to' join 
them, within FVahce. The different geneWds 
ought not, immediately tipon entertftg*^ 'fhe 
French territdricSj, to have divided therf 'vfefws 
and their forces, and fet thcnlfefves to aft^iij^oti 
incompatible plans. As ntafty of the Enifgfteb 
as jcould poffibly be afTembled, ought' td^have 
been embodied, armed, and with. ibundJi^fdp- 
plies of money, provifions, arid amtftfuftiffdii, 
fent'to join the gallant infutgents in' La VeWd^. 
The French, for the fecurity 't)f cMt' aiftern 
trade, ought to have beert* early difpbffe^d of 
their ftttlements in Mauritius arid MadsLgafcar. 
I But, 
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But, the Allies feem to have haftily fancied, af^ 
ter the battle of Nerwinde, that their compleat 
fuccefe, in the campaign, was inevitably, certain. 
From that time, it (hould feem, they were more 
concerned to inatch, each from its~ rivals, the 
largefl: portion of the prey in view, than to give 
its cordial and vigorous aid, in running that 
prey dowi^. The Continental powers, as ufual, 
were mjich more earned to enrich themfclves, 
with BritiOi fubfidies, than to profecute the war, 
with energy. From the many overfights com- 
mitted by the liiinifters and generals of all the 
Allies, one might be apt to conclude, that, like 
Chancellor Oxenjliem^ they had faid to one ano- 
ther ; ** hdt us divert ourf elves ^ my friends ; the' 
world governs itfelf! 

It is painftil, smd perhaps, at prefent^ impro- 
per, to confider the errours in policy, which have 
been negligently or ignorantly committed by 
the minifters of the A^ies, efpecially in their 
earlier oppofitiqn to the Republicans of France* 
But, was it impoffible, to anticipate the French, 
at the Ottoman Porte ; to imprefs the Ottoman 
minifters with ideas of the evils of French Re- 
publicanifm, fo juft and ftrong, that they might 
have refuf^^d to receive an ambaffador in the 
name of the Republic ; and at the fame time, to 
have cemented fuch a friendlhip between the 
Turks and the Ruffians ; that no dread of a war 
K k on 
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on the fide of Turkey, might have intttviti^ to 
prevent the Etnprcfs of MuJIa frotn coop^tdtiAg; 
with the Combined PoMrer^ sigaittft Repiblidf^ 
nifm. The Pd/(/» ConftitutiOn^ tyS^isH^U 
either to have been guarantiee) by Britain, ^ i^ 
by all the other powers combined agaihft JVtade j 
or elfe the PcUs ought to have bfeen lb vigilahf^ 
ly watched, by the joint infpeftion of ttHthtlfe 
Pbwer&j as to have been cut off from all Intfefcdtiffe 
with the Ffench, and from all poffibility of beCttg 
excited to new enterprifes for the vinditatjoii of 
their liberty, by aiiy French intrigues. -The df- 
veriion made in Pbiatid by French mdHey^ ^UtA 
French principles, has been ohif grafid etofe of 
the misfortunes fuffered by the Allied' ii^ ^htt 
courfe of the prefent campaign. AbbVe aII$-iftM - 
only the firft eniigrants, of th* higheft- tnimftr- 
chical principles, ought to have been iift^eiied' 
to ; but, all who could be encouraged to deislS^e 
themfelves hoftile to the Patriots 'Jlnd the'-R^^ 
public; ought to have been i*eteiyed Witftfu^fe 
feeming confidence, ahhough, at the fiime'^kHie, 
with the utmoft fecret watchfulnefs, as noSgli^ 
have induced all the Anti-Patriots, at dhc^'M^ 
declare for the Allies. After the Repubtk- 
fhould have fallen j it would haVe been isafy^*!^ 
re-eftablifh monarchy ifi France, in What^Vfer' 
fortn the Allies might judge to be fafeft'fof the 
liberties of Europe. — But of this enough.* 

In 
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. ^profpenty we err^ through prefutnption ami 
^fg%ea£e ; 4p misfortune, we are wife* If the 
Kfi^bcrlaprfs iuve beea loll or abandoned to. the 
F/fe^dv ^^ ^^ coiirfe of the prefent campaign ; 
^^ gr^t capfe of tbi$, was, becaufe the Auftrir 
aaiw^qU not pillage and enflave the Flemings, 
af ;f^ French have /iqce done. The AUies have 
^^faoed ftep after ftep, and have given up, one 
6|^|e,afidGiie fortified town, after another. But^ 
t];i^ have >ib managed their retreat and defence, 
a% tB. make the progrefs of the French, as flow, 
as^di^QuIt, and as expenfive as poflible. In war 
apu^g the nations of modern Europe, ia its pre* 
fent ft^Ues the coated is not to gain new poflef^ 
fiQQs.£i;oiii this or that nation or party ^ bpt is 
Hic^]ir.a trial, wbojhaUfirJl reduci bis antagonijl 
iQ^^<Cisn<titioufo exbaufied^ that bejhall no longer 
bsq^f^rto ray^Jhldien^ or to find mans Ja keep 
tbM^^in tkf field i Upon diis point, muft the ii- 
nal'.de^ificm turn^ of the prefent coated between 
tbe. Fnench Republicans, 'and the Combined 
Powers* Now, in the coi^rfe of thevprefent cam- 
paign^, the French have been obliged to fpread 
tl^ir forces over a wider outline of offence and 
defence, than before ; they have confumed a 
iwich greater quaqtity of provifions, atuns, . 
clothes, andamunition, than in any of the two 
former . campaigns ; they have loft, prodigally 
loft, an infinitely greater number of lives, than in 

any 
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any former campaign, — ^upona moderate oaltQls* 
tibn, at leaft three times as many, as have bee& 
ioft by the Allies, in the fame fpace of time ; 
they have been forced to employ an oppre^on 
in providing rffources for the campai^^ whixth 
has contributed more than any of their fbirmer 
meafures, to difguft the people wi±h their go-.* 
vernment, and to render the Republic univer^ 
fally odious among its own members; theyftnave 
been brought ftill nearer to that ezhaufted flite 
in which, the continuance of the war can be i^o 
longer poffible upon their fide; they have jbMii 
led intc^ ent^prizes, fuch as that agaiinft Holland^ 
peculiarly wafteful, and in the cafe of dieir fail- 
ure, inevitably ruinous. Upon all the&ccMiii*- 
derations, which are not falfe and preeenfAed, 
but folid and well-founded ; I hefitate noHifObaf. 
firm, that the nerves, the mufcular ftreAgdac^' the 
vital energy of the power of the French Repub- 
lic, have, amidft all their boafted and apparenr 
fuccefies, been much more fatally waded: im.thjB 
courfe of the prefent campaign, than in either:of 
the two laft. What have their iinpreffions u^n 
Spain accomplilhed, fave to fhew, that the'. Spa- 
niards a,re capable of being roufed to the^ exer- 
tion of all that vigour and enthufiaftic .valour^ 
with which they anciently contended againft 
Mahometifm, till it was effaced from .before 
them ? In Italy, their intrigues, and the. efforts 
^ Qf 
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0f their arms^ have been,, in truths alike un{uc« 
cfiiifiri. The Bdgiaiu content neither under the 
Eiencb, nor Under the Auftrian yoke, nor yet 
capable of the temperate enjoyment of indepen- 
dent freedom, fjiiSer the juft punifhment of their 
levity ; but what have the French gained by be- 
coming the laft inflrnment's of their punifhment? 
^-t^^Nor is oneconfideration, perhaps, more impor- 
laist dian all thofe,v,to be over-looked ; that the 
Allied Powers, efpecially the Dutch^ and the fub- 
jefla of the Britijh Empire, either raife by oul- 
^vlitioafrom the earth, or work up by manur 
&£tun^ almoit all articles of provifions, cloth- 
ing^.anns, and amunition, which have been con- 
. famed, not lefs by the French, than by them- 
"jdves, in the courfe of the war ; for the manu- 
fadkuores of. the Allied Nations-, and the produc- 
.tipiES of their countries, have (till been conveyed 
tQ(tbe French, by the* carrying traffic of the neu- 
»tral . .powers* Thus, while the French are ex- 
i, hauAiog themfelves, without doing any thing to 
replace what is confumed from among them by 
Bjevolutien and war, the wade of the Allies, is 
f uppJied by the "very e^cpenditure of the French ! 

At fea, the Allies, or rather the Britifh. Nation 
jdone, have been more fortunate. The deftruc- 
lion of the fhipping in the harbour of Toulon ^ 
gave a fatal blow to the Navy of France. The 
iignal naval viG:ory obtiiined by the Britifh fleet 

under 
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u&der Lord Howe^ happily foUowfd, aqd § nve 
.fiUi efficacy to the eSeGt» of, <he former ilcf^^Cf 
In the Weft4ndies^ our aav&l and military' fuc^ 
eeiles have gained new foS^S^w to tbe firi^fii 
Crown, which add coaiiderably to the capital oi 
the Natioa, and are likely to pvove hig)i)y adU 
vaat^eott8 to its trade, and ufeful ta its* iadirf* 
try. On the Ameriffin coafts, our fleet%.lia¥e* 
fuffered few French mcrchant-^efiels to €^ap^' 
which were not prot^4)ed J>y the the cpbur«^f 
Neutral Nations. In the Ea/i^ our lof« ixtfqmv^ 
chant-ibips, has been mconfiderable, in cofnpari**/ 
fon with the extent of our f rade in that qua^tfr. 
In the MediUrraneariy the fleets ef the A)liei9' 
have riddm in proud triumph, thirougbsdAe • 
courfe of the war. Here, the fleeterpf ^h^. 
French have been blocked up in the liaj^b|3!^r$a 
There, their fliips of war, have been ^^lAnAly 
fhattered or captured, by an iiyerior forces Thieir 
coaft^ have been occaflonally plundered andi^^ 
fulted. Nor kt our conquiefts of. C<)£fica be 
flighted ! To an infular empire, fuch afi.B?itaia) 
which is not only protend . by the furrouudiiig 
feas, but actually depends upon them for an an*- 
nuai produce, almoft as great as that which it 
derives from the cultivation of its lands ; to fucii 
an enipidre, ^very new acq^ifitipn is a0ai?ediy 
advaftfe^geous ; which tends to increafe its n'^v^X 
induilry, and to lay its government andiubje#fi, 

under 
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ttfidff a ttew tieceflitf of augmenting their naval 
. ftt^gth, and of culrivating niore es:ttnfivel}r, 
rtSte • ri&heii fotirce of theii^ opulence. It is not 
tnMtgtd empire^ merely as fueb, that we want ; 
but; enlarged empire^ in confequence of acquir- 
ing wy^i, We fl&n be unavoidably led, to for* 
tily m^r^ effedualiy the fecurity of our nadN^ 
iOe; and to cultivate with more ardent induftry, 
tb«^ refotirces to be found in ltd circnniambienc 
wAves. Our own toafis have, in the mean time^ 
been feeutfely guarded from infult. In the ihr* 
thtm'JhAs^ and upon the extreme limits of the 
G^MMi ocean, it mufl indeed be confefleji^ that 
th«i|{^ilg fleets of the Duteh, ad vn\\ as of the 
Eli^iftii^ ^Ve been too. negligently prmeSed.^^ 
Why, then, fo many captures by the frigates 
and privai^eers of the French ? So few made by 
tfae^ft' of the Allies ? Of this, the firft grand rear 
foti-is,- that the French trade is abfolutely amii- 
hil&teid ; they have no merchant-fliips of value, 
table capf ured c From this, it refults, as a necef- 
fftr^<c^n£^qa€nce5 that their ihips of war are notov 
th^wifeemployed, than in protediingtbeit coafls, , 
and> in enlizing for prises, — not at all in convoy^ 
ingmercanrild fleets, — fo that, with fewer armea 
fhipS) they may take more prizes than we:* They ^ 
enlploy neutral bottoms in a much greater nam-* 
ber, than we, by which their imports are faved 
frodi tslpture : Our fleets of merchant-ihips d6 
i- not 



fi«4 REFLEC^IONS'ON 

notvaixx^ attach themfekes fo tsut^nify'ta^fka 
Convoy of ihips of war, fefat to g^^d tMkii^J'-i^ 
commoti prudence, and th(3 kiK>wn re^i^tiiofks 
for fleets fisdling uiidier convo;f , app^r to xeifo/k^ : 
The prJies takdn by the French-y a?e,- for*Aie 
mod part, ftraggling, folitary vefiek : Our^firi- 
t9#r merchants ought, for that part of theii^itatte 
which muft be carried ob, ia fcirttered M^U}'^ 
employ neutral bottoms, and avaii thent^tthre^iirf 
neutral colours, as the French do :**Af«e^'tl^Uhe 
number of l^e prizes madeby th&Freneh, a!^{30ttiB 
large, only becaufc our Trade is vaft ; t!diQ9pA»«d 
with the-immenfity of our Commerce, the^^Kte 
which our merchants have loft dwiiig 'Iftpe Hwr, 
by captures at fea^ will be found to be'iii<ti(a[th, 
lefe — thanthat which tbeFreneh-haveloft^^ IPe<m- 
fidered in its proportion to their coKtiilleitdkl 
capital : And it cannot be denied, thafc^ Ibbie 
few overfights have been committQd'»b(j^*f^e 
Gommiffioncrs of our Admiralty. ' '••J"* ^utl 
The fum of thefe r-efkaions upon th€f'%vttrifs 
of the campaign, is. That a muliiiude of unhap- 
py errours were committed in the* c«rrtlplfigrf* "bf 
1 793 • ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ defenfive war in which the 
Allies have been engaged in the campaign of 
1794, has, partly by the neceffary confequences 
of offence on the one fide, and defence, on the 
other, partly by the lavifli prodigality of the Re- 
publican rulers of France, and in part, by the 
3 increafing 
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HMrcafiAg.prfideaM of ike mimfters mi gtmur- 
i^4)f:theAUia8^ comribHted much more^ than 
Ch^*eiirtM^^ of (hf turp fgirnier campaigns takes 
tvge^tw^ to eshauft ftie refources, and ruin |he 
atCufspf (be Republkaas : That, our naval fiic- 
c^flea.bare been /igaal» and promife co h^ traely 
ufeftlt theJolleaof oar meccbants, left coiifi*- 
4ei:a}}l($» in trutb, than they haVe been fuppof- 
led^r^Ki^ng ta cauieft not implying wcakaefs or 
iillf^Midii^t in our naval fprce^-^^-apd fu^h as 
HM^i^ levadedy in future^ by the more easeful 
imtif^em(iiit of oar merchaites themfdv^s.-^ 
Witiat« ik^nitk aH tbk, to iflEake ui delpanr q£ 
fMH ClMcef^ in? the profecution of the war ? Not 
vmsjliiwrny days, fince, Bourdm de VOifi ol^ 
ite^q<ift.|iie French^ OoiiYdiAiofi, that fim Al- 
1ii»t«ii4Mvoured to <a^^ the French^ Pe^fe 
-iHd^tihfk tery tiSortes; an obfefvatid* evi- 
<|iMSf f iitiplyiii^j that ft^dt^e^f aamdly exifted. 
Bttf what fort of via:tj^nesf are.eh^ wNb wjbfeh 
Wii^/l^oAI»l^ for aigallatft, v^» amid doifhufiflftic 
Jfift>I>lr«6 N <^^i(/h€t\ When were thi Britife 
*Fai^ eyfer Mfp^ed with a tiabry? 
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Cr£NMjtAi y is.tr of the Statm ^ the Dominions 
. ofaur Continental Allies. , 

; J::|.o^ miferable tbe.prefent (late of ^f^ J^ro- 

;ymcc*pf Hpi<L4^pr . , ,^, .,^^^. 

The D«f<:i& have undoubtp^ly J^ff*^^ j?y t j^ 
war. Tl^ere has been a C9x^<lft^^^|^^ 
tioa of malcoi^tentsi om of jHoJl^daj,. ^Pn^ra|C|. 
The Dutch Trade^h^ beefi greatly injuKo^y 
the progrefs of the war, between ^thcir^l^«(^ 
£hips, apd o/ lucrative branches ^f.cof^en^e* 
Vafttpps. have, been levied uppn poor^opl^ 
wh^o, ev^n before, could hardly ^ljreathej9jr.jmake 
water/ ?yithout paying a ta:?; for it. V J^eir 
country 1^ .l?een oppreffed Ijy. ^ th?. . fqr^gij^.^ fo|- 
diers^ aftd the miUtary preparation; whic^^ 
bjeen,nec5ffajcy fpr its defence.,^ DiflCfnfioijij have 
. > been 
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been onhappily fomented, between the D^mo* 
cratical and th^ high Arijhcratical parties in 
the Dotch Provinces. 

All tfaefe things are fo. But, their feamen, 
artifans, or peaTantry, have not yet been placed 
under direll requijiiian. They ftill carry on an 
extenfive and lucrative traffic ; and through the 
medium of the Neutral Nations, fupply even the 
French with many of thofe articles of provi- 
iions, arms, or ammunidoh, which ttey con- 
fume in the profecution of the war. In th^ir 
dties there is ftill labour for the * induftrioiisi 
and bread'to" the poor. The cultivation, the 
produce, the annual ftock of their fields, are flill 
fecure. t ,. / 

■^%dl4( little of theh* merchants* capitak has 
been transferred to the Bridffi PuMic Funds^ 
TOt^^meR^tife JjdHty; perhaps more thah^ar, 
iSS^oilaftbk^d'm. it is forefeen, that, whfen 
K^^&iVpei($t fliail be- reftored, the prbpertj^ 
iftwi^^ in'the Public Tunds, fnay be^gain 
fel^/witli vaft advantage } and the BrMA Puiidi 
l^ejfflftly regarded, as fecure above all othfcts; 
l^S llood has yet flb^ved upon the fcaflfolds. 
No^^his have beeti torn in pieces by popular 
iirfuK-eai6n. The People have b^en roufeli 
firorf feidoleiit fecurity ; fbme part of their labour 
arftf dij^rice his bieeil demanded, in order to 
l^ve i^^ii' fives^ aiid fortunes from faffing !h6 

:prey 
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gained in adive energy, 2ia«l^ ^a pomrjofjcxes^ 
djdOyi ttneb more tfcaa vXL^k^t^Asy . kroodbftifay 
tli^ mc, IP temporary lu^ry^ 'Oj: in trsi^.^ -Jklpr 
forttmatelyt t]:ie|ieculiar£3n»Q£tM<^'^^^i^^ 
go vc m ro eot, i« Aicfa as -iifiteB to pet^Joji itji^ 

C0t»itry. Since tlldr firft^ ^i^onc foooiltbp 
^msiifii Netfatrlwds, French iatfiguer hfcmo^ 
til>U9ify t^uiHd to exck^: t)fee'Aib«?(^bflLt^^»^ 
itf tjidr £lQiiftit^te4 Qim^mmeniy agiinftl^^t 

they would notdi&onour the blood of tlwCdi' 
tow-l6lili«f» Off WiUiwfi ^Vif^y Qd^iifpa^ 
^ttcnrors of the I^ute of J^hrxi of ^theub^cB^ 
h^K whtmf the boofte^limpH]^ of Lo«is^tfai 
|^Wt€j9nrb» hiSGfiine: ridicuioiiS'; tbcy!tvti}b\i|ilipf 
9fith tbat wzs^imk^t imth lyl^tb theb^ftefahMH 
waa at l^rft e^Jroed ; viM ioiiixdaie t)ieiF kiide^ li> 
vifti. every -Oro?/^ of th^ c^pit?!,. awj^ pepfli j0£k 
fiM»€Cor^ ^« their Jaft.dyke^ cathtfr thaife^'^fet 
themff b«G$ m hi; luUod by their eoemief ,^anto/i 
d^iiti^l traii^liry ; rath^than^he tobhfslsmd 
fti^ped naked feyith^.hiiiigry^ftarviiigiJSretotb/j 
rather ikm A#tpr; iim^ly^^ tphe dnv(9^<}>)i thf 
art^.'^f th^ |ny^4er;$!^ intA thediftiiafUcaisiiiaf: ci^ 
viMi&tfrAi awwift whi$h. tbay iwi#i6il fay.oae 

?mother*s 
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tlMQI^.ivaatiag'tbat ii:nsce^^ to enahlb. theoi 
to^rdfircnte the. im^ tiU . it ikftll be crowned 
idtb iu9cc&, aiicd.fiiaediu.fislid ^axntf ; ^f Wt 
uiiiniaiit]raiulAgoq4«!vML! :A2idia.£icfa a raoie, 
fb iaqpa[fiint.4iid iofaopdGiilv iicnv camiimindty 
and goad^ill be.iitantisig ta them;:i£ ti|e]Fbe 
aot^mfo^y^imdBdtjimoiig d^mfelveK^ibange^ 
IplttifinfiDKme^' mi^ i«gard to die inteocnal ibit^ 
cf:Fjaiibe, and aftotdftingiy diffident in liM>& 
Ecfiniroett trith, winch t)ie French £appofe tbtt tfa|^ 
aiq^diufadne Europe, if tbey pofiefled ihem i ; 
^.-NSof' liBfB GfiRMANT fuffered Uke -Kiance^ 
*V^itl(to iscAp jAai^ritm^ nor in the Paruffi4n'dsd 
ifaiaMkiSy^biY^ che.total ^Uence of b^onbr; 
4i9i|niitiDii% or retModannry mbtlnats^delolaMft 
^ifioOuntry. Tbefcenenf the military oparationf^ 
li^^fay ib^ nM»fi: pait, been coaftlear&toly renuii^ 
ii1ii^'6t()fnvf tsaofa^oM of peaceful life hat't 
w>it^b^mB* wholly interrnpt^d. Many ehon&i^ 
of ftldtel's. have indwdbeeBi levied* But, manu^ 
£tAmie€> agriculture^ and trade ftill continue to 
he^cii^isd om Th^ vigilance pS tboffgwerM^nts 
ba^^ proceeded to re^^baitionafy jealoiafie^ mA 
cflifetty; The pakcet, the cottages, the ciHuxhei 
(U)) ft^d } unld$ where on the fronttie^s, tMiey 
bj^ve b«eu ekpc^ed to the.deftroying fnry of ibe 
Frenc;b-«-T|he if^ of Germany ba$y for thogreafi^ 
ecpart,i4xfi6f^y«| lf& by the w^f» than the 
' immediate 
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immediate dominions of the Emperor, arid diofc 
of the Pruffian King. MuA of the* money of 
France and Britain, has, at the fame time, fbtitid 
its wtiy into Germany: And it may be very 
fkirly eftimated, that, if Germany have 'toot 
acquired any confideralile acceffions of popu- 
lation or of capital ftock, in the i^ourfe of the 
prcfent war; it has at leaft continued to reprodifcfe 
quantities of both, nearly equal to all tHaif'has 
been confumed out of it, by the war. flP* it hi 
poffible, that by any narrowtiefs of policy iif^the 
German Governments; orby^ny petulance Und 
error of opinion in the People ; there can be it 
prefent, in the Courts and through the Provitifcfes 
of Germany, a difpofition to offer peace' to' the 
French Republicans, and to terminate rtie vf&!, 
without accomplifliing the purpofes for whiin ii 
was, at firflr, undertaken: TTiis difpofition caniibt 
he excufed on account of comparative weakH^fs 
or necelRty ; but, is to be attributed to a policy) 
the moft difhoneft and ill informed, in the Cotitfls^ 
and to an unhappy fpirit in the People,* hoflSl^' to 
their own welfare. To efcape from preT(Snt ill^i 
it fliould feem that the People muft, in this cafe, 
ht willing to flee to others that they kn6>iir 'not 
df.~^he Pruflian and Auftrian Courts '^Si^ 
have looked on one another with a jealotify 
cdncdrning the Britifh fubfidies,\«rhich may hdve 
difpofed them to thwart eachother^s operations, 

in 
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y)^^^ec,qt)utfe; of , tl^ comp^igps in which, they 

•haT^a^d. together ^ afid at laft difgr^te^fuUy l;9 

d^(^ the cjiufe qf Order and Humaiiity, bec^ufc 

Q]^y;nwpil^ets willnpf dcj^l the,W9o^,,and bon?$ 

p^^3ri,^ii^ft bpj^ve^rrYet, it is poffible, that th^ 

ei;^^ of thqir People may at the fame time uv 

^#pi^ their views ajjtd negociations, againft tijif 

yjl^^^ , It is polSWe^ tQo, that they .may not with- 

If^w.ffPiathe.war, till the Frcncl^.fhall.agaiBf 

{<^ 1^ i^harch at their head, to make peace for 

tj^i^^—T-I^^w^y^J* Aefe things may be j it is like;- 

ly^^t Uie affairs q{ Poland mzy b^ fpeediiy 

J^t^^ fo as not to interfere throug|i appther 

c^pfig^y with the reftpration of order inFrsinc;^^ 

,^^j^ the fouth, on the fide of Spa^n, :it,.4o^s 

nf>!(,,appear, that the.efforts of the Frenish,9jre 

^9 ^^^ Jlq|iger feared* , The impetuofity of , their 

^ijt ^ffoft, and the.terrour of their firil impref- 

^p hav^e equally wafted .themfelres. . The .Spa;- 

i^^|:jdi$ ^re ftill true to their reli^gioU; and their 

l^mg. . >j They needed fuch an impulfe as. that 

^U^, l;^e Freni:h,have given, to awajcen their 

s^^j^t^energy.^ Their country i* little wafted 

t^^the;:9rar« .It Qaouaot be reckoned to^ haye a^t 

^p^i^^ji^ufhed the population qf the kingdpii^^ 

^^ir ii^^^ftry is rather likely to be qplivencd 

^1^ i^prov^d by it; as it may aw;aken, tpffOfi 

S^irP^ th^ torpid lethargy, in whichLthe eafcel- 
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fencks oJF tHe Spanifh ctoiiQtt hkffTliMHMPo 
long funk. . . 1 rr- 

To the Court of Tvrin, the ttm&tntx^itit' 
ranning of their dbmiftidni by ^. Firetehit » 
new or ftrange event. Tht fame tiUftg bus 
happened to Savoy, at diiereni ffane^ htkii* 
On the iide oi Italy ^ the fubfidies and f&^ .jtaval 
aid of Britain, in addition to th( eait^tioilf' of 
the Italian Powers themietves ) hsrte sqpfearefll ft» 
be fiiUy adequate to refift <he impteffion of ;0ie 
French armies \ nrkhout other than tenqibiary 
inconveniencie^ to the ii^abitant^ of the {t^iftfi 
frontiers ; without afty wafl*^ of human lires or 
of capital ftock, that is not repaired,, a^ it ri eon- 
fuitned ; without admitting any porttoii of thofe 
dreadful evils which the French are o^teiUf to in* 
fiift upon one another, while they ftrite to* ^ead 
them wide among furronnding nations. 

What inference, then, can- we draw fronv Ais 
rapid furvey of the interhal condition of our Con- 
tinental Affies ? What, but that, if thfey be dif- 
pirited, it is Without juft caufe } that, ih toifipa- 
tifon with the French they h^ve/tf^eretffMMAg 
from the war ; that if theit go?ernmehtt hare 
found dilHcuIties in raiding means for the profe-^ 
cution of the war, — it is^ becaufe they poflefs 
only the re/aurces of nti/d gmemmentj not thbfe 
of tyranny ; if the Pwple cry far Peftce, it is not 
fromfuffering, or exhaufted ftrength, but out of 
t childifi) 
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isMkilfli' defpofidencf 9 and capricious opmiDn. 
In France, we behold ferpents, wolves, and owls, 
Ifttidft tht mouideriftg ruins of a defolated city. 
ik thu countries of our Continental Allies, we 
fei,-A«4uggards who would, — (at leaft if they can 
bld^ l^peditd of a wiih to end the war, without 
ae<^Mfiplifliing its fitft purpofes,)^— eat and drink 
- witlimit toil ; timorous ftrength ready to tremble 
h^oft the firft weak braggard that threatens it ; 
itiieri'Wbo wi(h to enjoy political importance and 
tiid'-bfeffihgs of good governmeht, without pay-^ 
in^ Ihi neceffary price ! 

ii'i'j -.1 . . 
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Prefent Internal State of the Britijh Empire. 

I. W EITHER the Population nor the Weal'^th 
of Britain, has yet been exhaufted by the war. 
By careful calculation, it is, with tolerable pre- 
cifion, afcertained, that the annual increment, of 
the Population of the Britifh Empire, for thefe 
laft ten or twehe years, has exceeded the annual 
cohfumption of the fame population, by a fum, at 
leaft equal to the two-thoufandth part of the 
"^hole. But, the number of Britifh foldiers, an- 
Dually flain in the courfe of the prefent war, does 
not exceed the number that, even during peace, 
would, each year, have perifhed by difeafe or 
other accidents, — by a fum nearly fo confidera- 
lile> as the two-thoufandth part bf the population 
^ of 
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of the empire. Parents mourn their children, 
fallen in battle ; wives, their hiifbands ; chil- 
dren, their fathers ; Britain, fome of her worthi- 
eft, mod fkilful and mod intrepid foldiers and 
failors. Our officers have, fome of them, been 
torn from peace and luxury in the bofom of 
their families ; others, called from hungry inac- 
tivity, to earn their bread, at the continual jieo- 
pardy of their live^. Our failors have been re- 
luftantly dragged from the fervice of trade, to 
the more perilous fervice of war. Not only from 
the pernicious vices of idle and profligate pover- 
ty, but, from the loom, the anvil, the plough, 
the fold, have the moft healthy, vigorous, and 
high-fpirited of our labourers, been led, to wafte 
their exertions, and expofe their lives, as com- 
mon foldiers, for the deftruftion of other indi- 
viduals of their fpecies, from whom they had 
not before received private offence.— But, amidft 
all thefe confiderations, it muft be acknowledged, 
that the general population of the Britijh Empire^ 
has not yet been fenjtblydiminijhed by the prefent 
war. 

As little has our real national^ Capital-Stock 
been diminifbed by the war. Not a foot of our 
territories^ is yet loft. — Many bankruptcies, for 
large fu.ns, took place immediately after our en- 
trance upon the war : Similar bankruptcies a- 
mong the correfpondents of our merchants, on 

the 
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the Cantineat, dqHived us of coofiderafate re^ 
turns which were due for property which wo 
had £eiu abroad in the courfe of trade : Varices 
hrancbes of our national induftry have been c(MI- 
fiderably interrupted : No little part of the capri^ 
tal c^ our manufadurers and merchants, has been 
unavoidably withdrawn from the diredk eatfixxf^ 
ment of labour, by which it might generate new 
capital ; 2SkA haa been thrown into a ftate^ in 
which it is in truth unprodu^ve to the coaip^ 
munity, however produ^ve it may be, for the 
time, to -the feveral individuals to whom* it im- 
mediately belongs ; Even the ingenuity and ac^ 
tivity of manufafturing induftry, and the bold, 
3pet prudent fpirit of commercial enterprisse, have 
received a general check, throughout Britain* 
. But, if the ordinary reproduftion of cur po- 
puhtiim^ be greater than its ordinary confusi^-' 
tion : The fame facb is univerfally knoixqfi to 
have long taken place, much more eminendy, 
with refped to oiir National Capit^Iw, It is 
a very low; eftimate, to fuppofe, that, all circum- 
(lances confidered, one half of the whole inhabi- 
tants of the empire, may be reckoned as being 
conftantly employed in prodiiftive induftry. 
Then, if we (hall add to their exertions, the offeS 
of the fpontaneous bounty of nature^ the multi- 
plication of their powers and produiSionsbyihe 
aid of (kilful proceflTes, fuitable inftruments, and 

ingenious 
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mgeaiow ntechaziical contrivances $ the fimilar 
ealafgeqieiit of theur powers, by the ingenuity 
a&d enterprise of commerce^ gaining more 
than an adequate return, from ber tranfadions 
with foreign nations : We may fairly allow, at 
aa average, that, each individual of that half of 
the» ](ialioki, which we fuppofe indudrious, may 
produce every year, in return for what he an- 
nually confumes out of the nanional capital, a 
quantity of value equal to three times the fum 
of* his t)wa confumption. County then, the 
millions that compofe the total population of 
the Britifli Empire ; Confider> that the indufc 
ttiopua half of the nation, bcfide fupporting 
tJienrfdves and the idk half, by their labmrra ; 
addv every year, over and above, to the accu- 
iQutoted national flock, a quantity of value, e^ 
5jrtaal to theii! own confumption for a year : 
Take evi^n the conceffion, if you will, that a 
cbn&derabk funx more than the one- third of 
the annrual produce of the national labour, may 
hej, yearly, confumed by the idle part of the 
Cpmsnunity : There will ftill remain^ a good 
many imlliotMi of pounds Sterling, of net an- 
iiual addition roaidt to the accumulated national 
'flock.' 

Again, the Bankruptcies which took place in 
Great Britain, about the time of the beginning of 
the prcfent war, were only a difdpptiintmmt of 

top 
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too fanguine hopes ^ and a deteilion of fallacies^ 
not a dired and abfolute dejlrudion of national 
capital. The real national capital afluredly re^ 
mained, with fome increment, licarly the fame on 
the month immediately following thofe failures, as 
it had been on the month immediately preceding 
them. The fancied, apparent capital, alone, was 
diminifhed. It is not to be denied, that, im- 
mediately after thofe Bankruptcies, fome part of 
the moneyed capital of the nation, and by con- 
fequenccy fdme part of its powers of induftry, 
were withdrawn from the direft produftion of 
new capital. But, will any perfon venture to 
affert, that the fubtradion of perhaps a million 
or two, by Bankruptcy, from the apparent, not 
from the r^^j/ capital of the nation, — or the with- 
drawing of a few millions from trade, which are 
diverted into the public funds ? — ^will any perfon 
prefume to alTert, that thefe events can have pro- 
duced a diminution of the annual returns from 
the national induftry, equivalent to the whole 
value requifite to the annual fupport of one half 
of the inhabitants of the whole empire ? — So far 
is this from being the cafe, that our annual pro- 
duce ftill, unqueftionably, affords a large over- 
plus, above our ordinary annual confumption, — 
to augment, the accumulated national capital, or ^ 
atIeaft,toanfwertheextraordinarypublicexpence. 
Farther \ amidft all the evils df war, let us re^ 
picmber, that the neceffaries of life are ufed; a 

^ dex):iaii4 
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demand ftill continues for the ufeful produftions 
of the arts. Are not woollen cloths ftill worn over 
Europe r Is there not ftill a demand for cotton- 
ftufFs, for linens, for hardware, for pottery, for 
paper, (or leather, for hats, for hofe, for gloves ? 
Are not roots, grain, beef, and fifti ftill confum- 
ed ? Does war create no demand for arms, am- 
munition, knapfacks, and camp-furniture ? Such 
"things muft be had, in war, as well, as in peace, 
while- there is money, or exchangeable value of 
any fort, in the hands of thofe by whom they are 
wanted,— to purch^ife them with. Now, fuch is 
the ftate of commercial intercourfe in Europe ; 
that the fame people who furnifhed fuch neeef- 
faries to their neighbours during peace, will al- 
moft always, through one channel or another, 
continue to fupply them.alfo, during any Europe* 
an war. In the prefentwar, this takes place, moft 
eminently, in favour of the Allies ; becaufe, in 
France, induftry and the arts of life appear ab- 
folutely to have made a full and awful paufe. 
Britain before this war, fupplied vi^ooUen 
and cotton-ftufFs, hardware, fwords, mufquets, 
and almoft all the apparatus of war, to all the 
world ; befide re-exporting a part of our im- 
ports from the Eaft and the Weft Indies. The 
Neutral Nations muft now intervene in the traffic 
between us and our enemies. But, our enc-\ 
mies are undoubtedly ftill fupplied with Britifli 

produdtions 
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produ£lions and tnanufadures. Although wie 
(hed their blood ; we ftill continue unavoidably 
to pocket their money, in the way of trade. 6y 
the war, one branch of trade may have been part- 
ly destroyed, and another created : one channel 
of traffic may have been deferted, and another 
opened. The fine arts and the fuperficial arts 
of luxury way have been checked. But, it may 
be queftioned whether that induftry which is 
employed upon the neceffary arts, have been, in 
any fenfible degree, impaired or difcouragcd. 
Is not the confumption of war, rather fuch as to 
increafe the demand for it ? In the famine, in 
which the Conjurer in the fable, found, that 
none of all his twenty tricks could win him bread; 
theTaylorftillearnedfubfiftenceforhimfelf,byhis 
Jingle art. It might be affuredly demonftrated,— 
that, even now, the indujiry exerted in the repro- 
dudion of capital throughout the BritiJIo Empire^ h'asy 
for each of thefe, two years of uar; been at leaji 
fully adequate tofupply. bcftde the ordinary annual 
confumption of the nation^ all the e>ttraotdinary con^ 
fumption of capital demanded by the war ; without 
any necejfity for the dilapidation of that national 
capital which was accumulated before the war^s 
commencement. 

Two grand and confoling fafts, therefore, ap- 
pear to be, in a reafonable meafure, certain : 

3 That 
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'^^2^t %he general population of the Britifh 
Eipjnre,. has not, as yet, fuffered any fenfijjle di- 
ivnutioi^by the war: 

.^ Tl^^it, the general accumulated capital of the 
produce of labour, which the Britifh Nation pof- 
Xeijfed, at the commencement of the war, has 
upt yet been impaired by it. 

Z* Our Public Revenue and National 
Credit have not yet been reduced to a condi- 
tion in which they are inadequate to the exigen- 
cies of the war, or the ordinary expences of 
Government. 

The Land^ Trade^ and Induftry^ and the Con- 
Jtffliption of luxury or fimple fubfiftence, are the 
(everal fubjefts from which the taxes compofing 
thq.pational revenue, are diredUy drawn* Taxes 
Ikijfully, raifed from thefe feveral fubjefts, and 
again difburfed in the neceffary expenditure of 
Government; if they exceed not a certain reafon- 
^ able proportion ; have rather a tendency to pro- 
^ rhpte national induftry and wealth, than to haf"- 
rafs or impoverifli the SubjeSs. The difficulty 
^ is^ to raife taxes ftilfully, and then to lay them 
; out judigioufly. If no errours were committed 
in the manner oif the levying of taxes on a na- 
tion, or in the mode of again expending them ; no 
fum of taxes that did not exceed the amount of 
t^e whole national produce, cbuld be fo great, 
,as„ by being levied, to hurt the national profpe- 
N n rity. 
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rity. Nor does it appear, that, however enor- 
mous the taxes paid by the Britifh Nation, for 
the expences of their government ; the amoijnt 
has ever yet been eminently ruinous to the Na- 
tional profperity ; for, the Nation colleftively 
have ftill continued to thrive under all the weight 
of their taxes. The very lateft taxes for which 
the revenue officers have given in their accompts, 
have proved fo produclive, and have, at the fame 
tJlrfe, fo little injured the general profperity ; 
that it muft, even now, appear that our prefent 
revenue-fyjlem is perhaps eminently beneficial ; 
but undoubtedly the leaft hurtful to the national 
welfare, of all fyfteras for the raifing or expen- 
diture of public revenue that have been ever fo- 
lidly eftabliflied by the nations of the world, 
known to hiftory. 

For a century paft, it has been our policy, 
when very great extraordinary demands, upon 
the public revemze, arife; to provide for anfwer- 
ing thefe ; — not by an inftant increafe of the 
taxes, equivalent to the amount of the extra film 
wanted ; but by borrowing this fum upon the 
mortgage of taxes, new or old, adequate to the 
payment of the annual intereft due upon the ca- 
pital fum borrowed. Upon \\)\% financial policy^ 
our public burthens are prevented from being 
fuddenly agumented at any time, to an intoler- 
able weight. New weight is indeed /till added 

to 
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to the load ; but fo flowly, that our fhoulders . 
feem to be ftill ftrengthened to bear the addition- 
al ^incumbrance, before it is felt upon them. 
Meanwhile, the endlefs augmentation o^ this 
public debt, excites from time to time, the mofl: 
alarming fears. We tremble, with frequent 
panics, left the nation fhould fuddenly become 
bankrupt, like a fpendthrift landholder, or an 
unfortunate merchant. And even now, an a- 
larm has gone forth, that the prefent may be the 
dcftined aera of National Bankruptcy ; and that 
the expences of the war in which we are now 
engaged, muft reduce our government perhaps 
to declare itfelf infolvent ! 

The alarm is groundlefs. The fyftem of 
FUNDING, has its , advantages in Government, 
as well as its difadvantages. In comparifon with 
the former, the latter are trivial. 

The difadvantages which attend the raiiing of 
a public revenue, upon fome extraordinary emer- 
gencies, by the creation of funds, are. 

That, It may render rulers prodigal of the 
treafure and blood of the Nation; by enabling 
them to raife and to lavifli the former, with 
lefs danger of jealoufy or refiftance by the peo- 
ple ; — than if it were to be raifed by direft and 
immediate taxes, alone : 

That, by givinj^ rulers fo ready a command 
of the national wealth, it at the fame time, gives 

them 
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them means of aflfuming from time to tune, a 
more arbitrary and defpotic authority : • 

That, it conveys to moneyed men,— even to 
Foreigners,— too great an influence upon' the 
public tranfadions of the nation : 

That, it eftablifhes a fpccies of unproduftive 
trade, aflFording a profit to the private perfons 
who are the National Creditors, without making 
a real addition to the capital ftock of the nation: 

That it fatally checks the national profperity ; 
ftill drinking the life-blood of the ftate, as it 'is 
generated : 

That it. tends to reduce the grand bufinefi pf 
adminiftration to mere ftock-jobbing and kei^ 
ing of accompts : 

That it depreffes the Public Spirit of the Na- 
tion ; as the mind of a private man is depr^fii^^ 
by the confcioufnefs of being in debt ; . • i 

That it tends diredly to Bankruptcy i yifi ias 
in the cafe of a private man. n 

On the other hand^ the Advantages \)P(t\i):h 
have adually and undeniably refulted, to v the 
Britifh Nation, fropi the ufe of this method, of 
raifmg revenue for extraordinary emergencies, 
are. 

That, preventing any fudden and excefliye 
augmentation of the burthen of the taxes, at any . 
one time ; — it thus in a great meafure prevents 
thofp difcontents which the other fyfl:em woAild 

neceffarily 
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neceCarily excite ; and gives a ftabiiity to our 
Conftitution and Government, more, permanent, 
than, even thdir fingular excellence might other- 
wife be fuiBcient to confer upon them : 

That not convuifing any large mafs of the 
National Capital, at any one time, out of its 
ordinary channels ; as muft neceifarily happen, 
if extraordinary exigencies were to be provided 
for, by fuddenly increafed taxation, alone ; it 
leaves that capital to augment by a much higher 
ratio of progreflion, than could otherwife take 
place: (Subtraft 3 from 6: the remainder multi- 
plied by 2, gives only a produfl: of 6. But, mul- 
tiply, firfl:6by2; 3 fubtrafted from the produft, 
will leave 9 for a remainder. Take ten milliom 
€<itra in the way of taiation, out of the national 
capital of this year, — calling that, merely for 
illuftration'^ fake, — ^a thou/and millions ; the re- 
maining 990 millions, at whatever rate they may 
may be annually augmented, will yi^id a total 
film very confiderably lefs, at the diftance of 
twenty years hence ; than if the 1 000 million^ 
' unbroken, had been left to incre?ife for the fame 
twenty ye?irs, at the fame rate, — the intereft of 
the ten millions being ftiil paid out of the annual 
increment, — and at the end of thefe twenty years, 
the principal ten millions dedufted from the aug- 
mented amount of the capital 1000 millions, 
H?.d the fum of the National Debt, contrafied 

during 
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during the reignsof King William and of Queen 
Anne, been, at that time, fuddenly raviflied by di- 
re£t taxation from Agriculture, nianufaftures, and 
commerce ; the capital poiTcffed by thefe, would 
now neceffarily, have been much lefs, than the 
remainder would be ; if the whole p> incipal of 
the National Debtcontrafted during thofe reigns, 
fliould now be dedufted from what the capitals 
poffefled at that time, by Agriculture, manufaft- 
ures, and Commerce, have been, fince, multi- 
plied to) : 

That, inftead of enlarging the power, it, in 
fact, increafes the dependence of the Sovereign ; 
Since in the raifing of revenue by diredt taxation, 
the fupreme legiHative and executive powers, 
have only to refolve, and then levy by force ; 
but here the free-will of Lenders is farther to 
be confulted ; Since public loans are always* 
more or lefs readily obtained, in proportion, as 
General Opinion more or lefs refpeds the wif- 
dom, moderation, juftice, and {lability of the 
government ; Since, only where arbitrary exer- 
tions of power are unknown, can there be at all 
times, fuch an abundance of moveable property, 
as to fupply readily in the way"of loan, the extra- 
ordinary exigencies of a ftate ; Since under mild 
governments, alone, aretaxes foregularly and per- 
manently produftive, as to become fit fubjefts of 
mortgage ; Since it appears from all hiftory, that 

defpotic 
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defpotic governments have never been able to 
obtain fuitable and continual fupplies for their 
extraordinary wants, in voluntary loans : 

That, it greatly allays the rapacity of rulers, 
— ^the tendency of which is, in other fituations, 
extremely ftrongj towards the robbing or fwind- 
llng of their fubjefts ; — by prefenting them with 
lefs odious means of providing for their necef- 
fities : 

That, however, inftead of favouring war, ra- 
pine, and conqueft ; // has in truth, arifen from 
the improvement of civilization, and of political 
oeconomy ; it tends to humanize and mitigate 
the fpirit of war, in fo far as it provides for the 
wants of Armies, without leaving them under 
the neceffity of living by rapine, of appropriat- 
ing every conquered country, and dragging its 
inhabitants into . domeftic flavery ; it tends to 
give that part of the Community who are , by 
their habits and interefts, peaceable and lovers of 
peace, an higher influence than that of the mili- 
tary order, upon the National Affairs ; // can take 
place, only where there is an entire abfence of 
any thing like the irregular exertion of military 
force in internal government ; it has, in truth, 
by its whole effefts, the moft direfl: tendency of 
all things, to mollify and transform into peace- 
fulnefs, the temperate, martial fpirit of a nation ; 
// has undeniably had its influence, among other 
. . things, 
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things, in rendering the fpirit of the Britifli Na« 
tion, ftill lefs and lefs impetuoufly bent on war 
and bloodflied, through the progfeft of the pre- 
fent century, than in all former times : 

That, it has a tendency to render the levying 
of the taxes, much lefs arbitrary, opprcffive, 
and complex, than it would neceffarily be, if 
dired and immediate taxation, were, upon all 
dccafions, the fole refource for Public Reve- 
nue: 

That, the matter of this earth is not diminifhed 
by the continual loco-motion and transformation 
of its parts ;-The property of all the inhabitants 
of the globe is not impaired, merely by being con- 
Aantly transferred backwards and forwards from 
hand to hand;*- A community cannot become rich- 
er or poorer, folely in confequencc of one of its 
members acquiring an eflate which another lofes ; 
Whilethe Britifh Government obtains all its loans 
from its own fubjeds, and expends them fo, that 
they pafs, either mediately or immediately back 
into its own fubjeft's hands j nothing is loft to 
the nation by the contradion of the debt ; and 
all the change eflPefted, is, in the government be- 
coming charged ftill with a larger and more la- 
borious fhare in the continual transference of the 
national property from hand to hand ; nor can 
^ny public bankruptcy, to impoverift the nation, 
ever arife immediately from this occonomy ; al- 
I though 
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th(Migh the transference may at length reduce 
government to too precarious a dependency on 
the caprice of commercial opinion : 

That, by the pre-eminence of its public credit 
chiefly, has Britain attained to be the umpire of 
the Trorl4. 

In the whole, then, the Syftem of Funding ap- 
pears to be favour abU to domeftic and exterior 
tranquility, — to peaceful and induftrious habits, — 
to gentlenefs and moderation amidft eren the 
ihorrours of war,— to the increafe of the national 
'capital, — to moderation and equity of govern* 
ment, — to the exaltation of the induftrious and 
trading partof the community. Itcanncvermake 
a whole people poor ; as foreigners caiji never 
have an intereil to become their principal pub- 
lic creditors. It may embarrafs a government, 
by reducing them to perhaps too great adependen- 
cy upon capricious commercial opinion. It may 
tend to augment, in fome inconceivably fmall 
proportion, the idlers in the nation, or the lux- 
ury of the capital city. It has been fuggefted 
by the advancement of knowledge in political 
oeconomy. It may fometimes encourage a fmall 
wafte. But, it makes government dependent or^ 
commercial credit ; commercial credit depends 
on the ftate of induftry and trade j trade and 
induftry depend on the liberty and virtue of a, 
nation,* and on the equity of its government. 
^ r f O o Dired 



IpcJ STATE OF THE 

DireSl Taxation kills the goofe with the g9ldeK 
eggs ; xSx^fyftem of Funding borrows and ex- 
peds, till the eggs (hall be laid. Throw the dii^ 
advantages of the fyftem of Funding into one 
fcale of a balance ; its advantages into the other ; 
how foon the former kicks the beam ! 

' Let us apply this doctrine concerning taxes, 
national debt, and public credit, to the public 
revenue and credit of Great Britain, as they arc 
afFeded by the prefent war. 

The fyftem of our taxation has not as yet been 
rendered by this war, fo complex^ unprodudivCy or 
opprejjive^ as to threaten the ruin of induftry ; — 
or to indicate an impoffibility of augmenting the 
taxes, or new arranging them, fo as to make 
them more produftive ; witlrout injuring the 
profperity or freedom of this country. 

Our national debts are not at all likely — to be 
augmented by the expences of the war, to an 
amount which may endanger the overthrow of 
our public credit, — impede the motions of the 
machine of government, — or divert too much 
capital, and too many hands, from the opera- 
tions of produftive induftry : Since public cre- 
dit depends chiefly on the equity, wifdom, and 
ftability of generaj government : Since property 
dots not ^agnate in the public funds, but ftill 
circulates onwards through the channels of traf- 
fic ; And fmce all thofe fears are vain that fan- 
cy 
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cy; that a Bankruptcy of the State can poffibly 
take place, which mi^ht, without other conco- 
mitant caufes; fuch as revolution or the decay of 
induilry^ produce a diminution ^ of the national 
capital. 

2* Has the progrefs of the prefent war en- 
feebled the energy, encouraged the defpotifm, 
©r deftroyed^the wifdomof our National Go- 

VIRNMEMT ? 

It has not. Our whole legally Conftituted 
Government, confifts of thefe three parts : i . 
Affixes or "Juries ; 2. the three Eftates of Par- 
iiament^ aflembled, and co-operating ) 3. the 
King, with his Armies and Navies for exterior 
defence,^ — his judges, peace-officers,- and reve- 
nue-officers for the internal execution of the 
laws, — ^^his Counfellors, Secretaries, and Houf- 
hold fervants, to aid him in the immediate tran- 
laftion of public affairs, and to perform to him, 
thofe menial offices which his dignity requires. . 

As to Juries ; we have the moft fatisfaclory 
proofs, that they have not been either packed, 
blinded, or corrupted ; fo as to be no longer 
firm and honeft, judicial arbiters, between right 
and wrong, between fafl: and falfehood. jNTo 
murmurs have arifen agaiiift the verdifts of Ju- 
ries, in ordinary and private cafes of the diftri- 
bution of civil or criminal juftice. Within 
thefe two or three years, an agitation of Public 

Opinion^ 
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Opinion, has produced feveral appeals to the 
decifion of Juries, from Government, againft 
perfons who were prefumed to be guihy of Sedi-^ 
Hon or of Treafm. Of thefe, fome have, by 
their Juries, been pronounced Guilty ; others. 
Not Guilty^ of the crimes of which they were 
iaccufed. The Trials have continually pafied 
in open Courts. The Proceedings hav€ been 
publifhed, and very generally read. And what 
fays the voice of National Opinion concerning 
the equity of all thofe fentcnces of Juries ? Does 
it not loudly declare, that they have been uni- 
formly founded upon a clear difcrimination of 
evidence, and diftated by the moft upright and 
manly impartiality ? What hoUeft and intelli- 
gent man is there among us, who, upon read- 
ing the proceedings in all thofe trials, doe& not 
feel his mind impreffed with the fame convic- 
tion, under which the Juries appear to have 
pronounced their verdicts ? That Juries are 
ready to do juftice to our Government, — ^is a 
proof, thztt this Government-is not felt through 
the Nation, to be unjuft or tyrannical. That 
Juries are equally ready to proteft theiriellow- 
fubjefts againfl: the miftaken accufations of Go- 
vernment, — is aij illuftrious proof, that they 
continue unpacked, unbribed, unbiaffed by 
hopes, fears, or partialities. In what former 
a:ra of the Britifh Conftitution, did Britilh Ju. 

ries 
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tics ever diflinguiih themfelves bj difcernment, 
liberality, candour, 'impartiality, equal to what 
we have ourfelves feen them difplay ? 

Is not all the National wifdom, upon thofe 
fubjeds which fall under Parliamentary difcuf- 
fion, ftill concentrated in the delibferations and 
decrees of the Estates in Parliament ? Sele^^ 
any one aft from among the ads of Parliament faffed 
in tbefe three or four lafl Seffions ; it will almofl 
infallibly be found to exprefs the judgment of a ma- 
jority of the cooly unbiaffed^ and fufficiently inform- 
ed men in the Nation^ concerning thjs particular 
point to which it relates. The proceedings of 
Parliament pafs, by a fort of tacit conceiGon, in 
open Court. They are regularly publiihed, and 
eagerly read. And who will deny, that they 
exhibit, for the raoft part, a full, a fair, a point- 
ed comparifon of almoft every topic that can be 
imagined or fuggefted on either fide of the quef- 
tion. The open publication of the proceedings of 
the Britifh Parliament, and the free courfe ftill 
allowed to National opinion^ give to the general 
fenfe of the Nation, an influence, in all cafes, up- 
on tIW*e proceedings ; which was never fo fully, 
fo cormantly, fo fteadily exercifed by the fubjetls 
of any other government in the world, upon the 
conduft of their governors. As the nation, at 
large, exert fo powerful an indired influence upon 
the cond'ufl: of the Eftates in Parliament ; fo the 

Reprcfentatives 
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Reprefentatives of the People po£efs the chief 
tveight among thefe Eftates. The Houfe of Peers 
conflitute, at prefect, little elfe than a Supreme. 
Court of Judicature in private caufes, a fort of 
Court of Review to infpe£t the principal afts of 
the Commons, and a body exerting upon .the 
Commons foniething of very feeble, dired coni 
trouL The King owes his influence amon^ the 
Eftates in Parliament, to the wifdom of his coun- 
fels, to the moderation with which he exercifes 
the royal power, to the fidelity with which he 
guards, to the delicacy and reverence with which' 
he refpeds, the eflabliihed laws and fundamental 
principles of the Conftitution. There may be 
crrours; there may be occafionally ill intentions; 
there may be interferences of private interefts ' 
and private views : For when, ah ! when were 
human inftitutions, or human wifdom, or human 
virtue perfeft ? But, Jurvey the hiftory of all for-- 
mer ages, view all the prefent governments of 
the world, with a difcerning and unclouded eye; 
and fay, whether there was ever a Nation^' in the- 
fam^ circumftances as to population, wealth, in- 
duftry, knowledge, and refinement, in whofe 
Legiflature, the collifion of private againft public 
interefts was fo fmall and fo little injurious? No 
Briton can be fo ftupidly ignorant, or fo obfti- 
nately wicked, as calmly to aflert, upon full en- 
quiry and deliberation, that there ever was ! — 

Now 
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Now it does not appear, that, fince the com- 
mencement of the prefcnt war, the fair influence 
of -National opinion upon the deliberations of 
ParKament, has been diminiflied ; that the rela- 
tive proportions of the refpeftive powers of the 
Three Eftates, have been altered or deranged; or 
that views of private intereft have been brought 
into more direftoppofition thanbefore, to thepub- 
Kc interefts, or have acquired new force to thwart 
and counteraft thefe, in the deliberations and 
decrees of the three Eftates in Parliament. The 
Majorities in the two Houfes ftlll determine up- 
on fair grounds. They are ftill keenly and ably- 
watched by Minorities, They are ftill obliged 
to combat fairly all the reafonings and allegations 
which the minority chule to produce. The aQ:s 
of Parliament, are ftill agreeable to the known 
fenfe of the greater number of well-informed, un- 
prejudiced, and cool-headed men in the nation, 
upon almoft all the fubjeds to which they relate. 
At, and fmce the commencement of the war, 
our armies have been augmented : more power- 
fuljieets have been built, equipped, manned, and 
fitted out for naval combat. But, our armies 
have been recruited by free contraft, on the 
part of the recruits : Our navies, manned in that 
mode which is tacitly authorized by our laws, 
as the gentleft and moft equitable in which it is 
poflible to raife failors for the fudden exigencies 

of 
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of war by fea. Officers and Commanders for 
both navy and army, have been appointed, for 
the ipoft part, upon that mode of choice and 
that routine of preferment, which have been 
long confidered, as the moft likely to encourage 
the formation of good officers,— to do juftice to 
military merit, — and to provide a£ling command- . 
ers wortliy of the Royal and National confidence. 
Never were our fleets ftronger, or their fuccefles 
more fplendid. Never was the valour of Briiifh 
foldiers, more gallantly fignalized, than in the 
courfe of the difaftrous prefent campaign. King 
Henry in the ballad of Chevy-Chace^ while he la- 
ments the death of Earl Piercy, confoles himfclf 
with the thought, that he has, within his realm. 
Jive hundred as good as he. If fome of our braved 
officers and foldiers have fallen in battle j yet, 
the flower of our forces is not blafted j the ftrength 
of our Armies is not broken. Our newly raif- 
ed foldiers have ever braved danger, with high- 
er gallantry and firmer valour, thsm thofe of ei- 
ther our Allies or our enemies. Our failors are 
the moft prodigal of life, the hardieft, the moft 
intrepid race on earth. A wxU difciplined legal 
or volunteer militia gives us, internally, the beft 
proteftion wejcan defire for the order of law, 
and for the fecurity of our coafts. At this time 
of war and warlike preparation, no foldier is fuf- 
fered to abufe, in the fmalleft degree^ his arms, 

and 
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and martial dexterity, to the*alarm or offence of 
his unarmed feilow-fubjeds. The Public Revc* 
nue has been as inoppreflively and inofFenfively 
colleded fince the commencement of the war, 
as at any former period : The revenue-oiEcers 
have acquired no new arrogance or authority. 
When were the laws interpreted by Judges more 
enlightened, or more upright ? Our peace-officers 
proted order, without any general abufe of their 
petty power. As to our Sovereign's Counfel- 
lors. Secretaries, and Domeftic Servants ; it will 
be acknowledged that he appears ftill to chufe 
thofe who are the bed qualified to ferve him, 
and at the fame time the mod: acceptable to the 
majority of the Nation. And who does not ref- 
pe£t the private charader, as well as the govern- 
ment of George the Third ? 

In the whole, it appears, that our Constitu- 
tion has not hitherto been injured or perverted 
in either of its great branches. Juries^ — the Ef- 
tates of Parliament^ — or the Sovereign and his 
Executive Servants y— in the courfe of the prefent 
war. 

4. Public or Popular Opinion, with ref- 
pe£t to National Affairs and PuMic acommy^ is 
expreffed, in Britain ; not only iu the delibera- 
tions and enaftments of the Eflates in Parliament ; 
but, occafionally from the Pulpit,^ — in Newf- 
papers, periodical works, and fugitive publica- 
P p tions 
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tions of all forts, — in the debates, refolutions, 
and declarations of political clubs and affocia* 
tions, — in debates and refolutions of County 
and of Borough-Courts, — in petirions addreffed 
to any one or to all of the three Eftates of Par- 
liament, — and in the converfation which paffes 
at all places of Public meeting, concerning the 
news of the day. 

Now, I cannot think, that the tone of popular 
opinion, exprefled in all thefe various modes, 
has fo changed, fmce the commencement of tfee 
prefent war, as to exprefs either a decline of the 
national fpirit, — a decay of the national wif- 
dom, — a general firm perfuafion that the part of 
* Britain in the prefent war, is unwife or unjuft,-^ 
a perfuafion that the Britifh Conftitution is not 
perfeft, fo far as the works of humanity are not 
unfufceptible of perfeSion, — or a difpofition to 
accompliih political reform, otherwife than by 
communicating " true information ; without the 
vfe offorce^ to imprefs it againji convidion ; with" 
out any addrefs to the paj/ionsy which might win a 
prejudiced and undifcerning ajfent ; without the 
ufe offuch terms J as might render it ambiguous or 
unintelligible.'^^ 

From the pulpits y whether of the Eftablifhed 
Churches of Scotland, or England,— or of diffen- 
ters from thefe churches, of whatever peculiari- 
ty of religious perfuafion ; we hear hardly any 

thing. 
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thing, in refpeft to national affairs or public 
oeconomy, but exhortations to loyalty and fobef 
patriotifm ; vindications of the war, as fimply 
and direftly Sefenfive, and neceffary; prayers 
for its fuccefs ; and expreffions of horrour at the 
atheifm and wickednefs of our enemies. 

The newspapers, periodical publications, and 
fugitive pamphlets of the pafling day, are, in- 
deed, divided ; in them all there is much duU^ 
nefs and folly, much poinrlefs wit, much vapid 
humour, much inconcluiive argument, much un- 
certainty and falfehood. But, with this alloy, 
there is alfo a profufion of the richeft and mod 
fplendid materials* They are, many of them, 
admirably eloquent upon the defedls of the Bri-^ 
tiih Conftitution; upon the folly, injuftice, and 
ruinous tendency of the prefent war ; upon the 
weaknefs and ignorance of adminiftration, and 
the mifchievous tendency of all the prefdnt views * 
and meafures of government. — With others, 
however, and thofe certainly not the minor 
number, every thing relative to the meafures 
of government, to the abilities and conduct of 
adminiftration, is not lefs extravagantly praifed. 
The general tenor of the fathful information and 
calm, able reafoning, on both fides, is fuch as 
to confirm the unprejudiced and intelligent read- 
erin a perfuafion that the prefent war, is, on 
thfe fide of the Allied Powers, the leaft unjuft 
that was ever undertaken by any nation ; And 

that 
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that the Britifli Conftitution is as perfed as 
human inftitutions can well be, in the prefent 
ftate of human knowledge and virtue, — ^and by 
the Executive Government, obeyed, and maifi* 
tained in its full vigour. 
; To Political Affociations^ of whatever temper,— 
\\, VfhtthtT Con^itutional, or Friends to the People, 
I mud: confefs myfdf no friend. Nor do I fup- 
pofe, that any lawyer or politician, would be able 
to maintain fuccefsfully, that fuch aflbciations, 
whatever their profefHons may be, are not, — al- 
though forbidden by no pofitive, precife, and 
dired law,-— <iiametrically oppofite to the funda- 
mental principles of the Brltifh Conftitution. 
If they be ill attended ; with few members; with- 
out any tide of popularity in their favour; utter- 
ing no loud and decifive voice concerning pub- 
lic affairs ; purfuing no fecret, artfid meafiires, 
to influence the general fentiments of the com- 
munity: They are then good for nothing,— ^focie- 
ties, only in name. If, on the other hand^ their 
members be many, vigilant, and adive ; if they 
interfere boldly, artfully, and clamoroufly, to 
influence the public fentiments : 1 hey then vir- 
tually and unavoidably, ufurp from the legal and 
conftituted authorities ; becaufe it is not compa- 
tible with their exiftence to do otherwife ; a 
confiderable ihare of the efficient public power ; 
reducing' thpfc conftituted authorities to vain 
fliadows. However thefe things may be ; it is 

certain 
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certain that the loudeft and moft prevalent tone 
in the voices of all fuch affociations through the 
Empire, is, now, at length, for war, and in 
praife of the Britiffi Conftitution. 

As to debates and refolutions of Borough and 
of County Courtr ; we hear either of no fuch de- 
bates and refolutions, or of none that do not pro- 
claim the excellence of our Conftitution, and 
ardently urge the neceffity of perfevcring in the 
profccution of the war. 

Who addreffes ; but to exprefs confidence in 
the King and his Parliament ; but to offer his 
life and fortune for the reprcflion of French 
anarchy ? ' , ' 

Mingling, without fcruple, without jealoufy, 
without infidious intention, with honeft and in- 
telligent men, without diftinftion of parties ; I 
cannot draw any other conclufion from my per- 
fonal knowledge ; than that in public and open 
converfation^ a very large majority exprefs them- 
felves to be paffionately attached to the Britifh 
Conftitution, and warm for the profecution of 
the war,— 3/0 far as they comprehend its objeiis^ 
the degrees of its paji fuccefs^ our power to prof e» 
cute it J and its probable effids. 

In the whole ; popular opinion is clearly and 
decifively, in all the above modes of its enuncia- 
tion, friendly to the prefent government and 
conftitution of Britain ; and becaufe friendly to 

thcfe. 
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thefc,— -earneft for the profecutionof thewar, to 
the final accompliihent of its objeds. 

Whether, then, we confider ^he Popula- 
tion, — the Capital Stock,^.the Public Revenue, 
debts, and credit, — the Government and Confti- 
tution,— or the Tone of the Popular Opinion, of 
the Britifh nation : We perceive nothing that 
can juftly induce us to confider the national 
ftrength as exhaufted by the war ; that can lead 
us to fuppofe our civil conftitution to be under- 
mined or Ihaken by it j or that can fecm to re- 
prefent the general fenfe of the nation, as regard- 
ing it in the light of unjuft, or hopelefs. 
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X. 



On the Conduct of the Neutral Powers^ and the 
manner in which they ought to be treated by the 
Allies. 



In every martial contention among the Powers 
of Europe, there always will, and it is to be 
wiflied, that there always may — fome Powers re- 
main Neutral. The fmaller and weaker Powers 
will defire to fee thofe which are the moft for- 
midable, weakened by mutual contefts. Such 
as are the moft confiderable, will overlook the 
petty contefts of thofe which are weak. One 
^eat Power will rejoice to fee another Power, 
equally great, harraffed and humbled by the hof- 
tilities of the fmaller Powers ; unlefs indeed that 
fuch a great Power Ihould appear likely to fwal- 

low 
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low up itg puny adverfaries. Prodigious ad- 
vantages in commerce always refult to Neutral 
Powers from wars among their neighbours. Na- 
tions may be fo fituate, in refpefb to two of 
their neighbours at war, as to be incapable of 
taking part with either, without being expofed 
to ruin from the other. The good reafoBs are 
innumerable, which may induce more or fewer 
of the Nations of Europe, to^ remaia always neu- 
tral, when the reft go to war. . * 

It is probable, that political jealoulies, ^gard 
to commercial advantages, the dread of commo- 
tions among their fubjcfts, and^ fecret bribes 
and fubfidies, have decided the CQiidud of thofe 
nations, within the circle, of European policy^ 
which have continued neutral, during thctpre- 
fent war with France* 

It was the duty and true policy of the fAlUes 
with refpefl: to them : ^ *. 

ift, To have engaged them, if poffible, in 
the war, by fair perfuafion, by bribes, by fubfi- 
dies, or by threatenings : , 

2dly, If they could npt be thus induced to take 
part againft the French ; the Allied Powers 
ought, next, to have ftriven, by all means, to jve- 
vail with them to obferve, with refpeft to the 
French, only ay>^/»/«^ neutrality, but a realhodU 
lity i and to grant to the Allies, every poiliblc aid, 

.while' 
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while 'they might pretend to be entirely neu- 
tral: 

3dly, If even this could not be obtained ; it 
might then have been weH, ♦f the AlHes had 
expteffed an apparent fatisfaftion with the neu- 
tralFtyi oWerved with fairiiefs and ftriftnefs j 
but had fet themfdves to watch the intercourfc 
between the French and the Neutral Powers, 
wkh jealoui} vigttotice, yet ftill without infring- 
ing the rights of Neutrality. 

4tfily, It was next, their duty and intereflr, 
to allure the Neutral Powers by commercial 
advantages, to give to ihem^ a preference in 
trade and correfpondence, above the French. 

5thly, !t was their next intereft, in refpeft 
to the Neutral Powers, to employ towards them, 
a cmmercial management j which might have ren- 
dered them unable to fupply the French, with 
thofe articles .which they chiefly wanted, for 
the Profecution of the war ; and to have art- 
fully (hared with them, thofe fpoils of which the 
French were to be plundered in the way of 
traffic. 

It is not certain, whether at the commence- 
nient of the conteft, the Allies might not aft 
towards the Powers which have continued Neu* 
tral, with a negligence and arrogance, which, in 
party difpofed tbem to adopt the conduft they have 
followed. It is doubtful, whether the Ambafla- 

C^q dprs 
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dors of the Allies liave been always able, vigilant^ 
and prudent, in their condud at the Neutral 
Courts. If the Allies ever attempted to force the 
Neutral Powers to be aiding to them, and Neu- 
tral to the French only ; this w^s truly a very 
foolifh policy. We may be well aflured, that the 
Neutral Powers will, in fpite #f the Allies, favour 
the French, at leaft in the way of trade, while they 
fliall find it gainful to themfelves ; but that, affoon 
as the Allies fhall become the beft cuftomers to 
the Neutral Nations, they will then obtain the 
preference over the French. It was folly to fup- 
pofe, that, in an age, and a quarter of the globe, 
fo very commercial, the French were to be re- 
duced to abfolute want of food, raiment, arms, 
or ammunition ; while they had m<Miey or com- 
modities with which to purchafe thofe necefia- 
ries for war, at prices extravagantly high. But 
the Allies and the Neutral . Powers, between 
them, have, by this time, left the French only a 
fmall portion of their former national capital, 
wherewith to profecute revolution and war. If 
the war fhall be continued ; it is probable, that 
the Neutral Powers may be dealt with by the 
Allies, in a manner fomewhat more artful and 
lefs openly arrogant. They will then becomjp 
ftill lefs and lefs favourable to the French ; to 
the Allies, more and more friendly. 

XL 
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Conclusion^ refpeSling the farther pRosicutiON 
of the war^ and a final pacification. 

X HE general c6ncluliohs which may be fairly 
inferred from all the preceding articles of in- 
formation, taken together, are ; 

That France is fo "much exhauftcd by the war, 
as to be abfolutely imable to continue it; — on 
hccounf of its want of men,* money, clothes, pro- 
vifions, and ammunition ; on account of the fluc- 
tuations, inftability, and enfeebled energy of its 
Government; on account of the particular tone of 
Public Opinion, which now prevails among the 
^hole French Nation : 

That not one of the Combined Powers has 
fuffered,in the depopulation of its territories, and 
the deftruSion of its National Capital, a tenth 
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reform, to facrifice one part of their innocent 
brethren to the fancied good of the reft : 

To maintain thole Political Eftablifliments in 
Europe, upon which human Society has improv- 
ed, with a rapidity, and to a pitch of varied* per- 
fection, unexampled in former Ages : 

To preferve thofe due proportions among the 
mutual relations, and the rcfpeSive powers of 
the different goverilmcnts in Europe, which 
feem neceffary to maintain them all, fecurefrom 
being fhattered by external violence ? 

To proteft the Subjefls and Territories of 
the feveral Allied Powers from immediate iii?a- 
fion by the French, 

Are thofe truths, at this time, lefs certain, or 
lefs important, than when the prefentwar was 
undertaken ? Is it now lefs the duty of Govern- 
ment, than it then was, — to maintain unlhaken, 
thofe forms of Social Order, which are known, 
by experience, to have been, whatever their im- 
perfedions, moft fignalfy fubfervient to the im- 
provement of human nature ? Is it, at this time, 
of lefs confequence, to preferve the relative 
powers of the different Governments of Europe^ 
in equilibrioy than it was, three or four years ago? 
Are we and our Allies, fuffciently fecured by 
the paft events of the war, againft all danger 
from the mad ambition of Frtnch Repulicanifm ? 
Have we wafted ouv blood and tceafurein a pur^ 

fuit 
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fuit which is to be relinquifhed, when we are juft 
about to obtain its objeQ ? 

Should, whichlratherhope^Popular Opinion, 
througball the Allied Nations, andthe concordant 
policy of all their Governments, agree to continue 
the war, at leaft for another campaign ? Then, 
it is eaiy to fee that their plan of operation fhould 
be, 

ift. To continue on the defenfive, till the 
opening of another year : 

2d^y, To. open the campaign with an inva- 
fion of the. French coafts ; fuch as may join to 
the Royalifts in La Vendee, all the Emigrants, 
that can be embodied in arms ; and if any for- 
tified places can be gained, and a conftant com- 
munication maintained with the coafts, adding 
to the Emigrants, a large body of Britifli and 
German troops : 

3dly, To publifh through Fraitce and all Eu- 
rope, a ScH£M£ OF Pacification, declaring 
Monsieur fole regent of France, and with fome 
of the other Princes of the tilood, guardian of 
LojQis THE xvii i offering an amnefty to all but 
the Regicides J and even to them, the alternative 
of perpetual exile ; reftoring all lands to thofe 
who were their owners, at the folemn eftablifh- 
ment of the Conftitution of 17159} forbidding en- 
quiries concerning dilapidated moveable proper- 
ty J re-eftablifliing the church, on the footing on 

which 
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which it was placed by the Conftitution of 1789 ; 
conftituring the princes of the Blood, with the 
mofl: honourable of the principal military^ and 
yuridical Nobility, — ^an hereditary Senate, to 
form a Separate Houfe in the Lcgiflature ; cfta* 
blifhing on a broad bafis of elective Reprcfcnta^ 
tion, a Second Houfe in the Legiflature, ^ for the 
Commons ; making the King ft ill one of the £f- 
tates of Parliament, with a liberal and fixed Civil 
Lift ; Reducing the territory of France to its 
former limits ; fpeaking with tendernefs of all 
that is paft ; and granting the protedion of the 
Allied Powers to all parties of the French Na- 
tion againft the revenge of one another &c. : 

4thly, To engage the Swifs, at any cxpence 
of fubfidy, to take part againft the French Re- 
publicans : 

5thly, Then, to prefs upon the ffench, as it 
were, with one common effort, round the whole 
outline of mutual offence and defence ; fo as to 
call out their force, wfthout rilk of ruin to the 
Allied Armies, by rafli expofure on any quarter. 

6thly, Then to fell upon them, on the fide of 
Holland and Flanders, with the moft dreadful 
impetus^ poflible and the moft powerful affem- 
blage of force : 

7thly, In the mean time, to exterminate them 
from their piraticial nefts on the paffage to the 
Kaft Indies ; to block up thefr ports } to com- 
mit 
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mit to the Neutral Nations, the management of 
thofe parts of our trade which might be in dan- 
ger from French Privateers >; to withhold, or 
buy up all ftores with which the French might 
be fupplied; And thus to trample upon the 
neck of the Crocodile, and crufh its eggs to 
duft. 

On the other hand, if the Allied Powers, 
in a fit of defpondency and faint-heartednefs, or- 
perhaps betrayed by domeftic treachery, — will 
make peace with the French, without farther 
profecution of the war, and without accom- 
plifhin? the abolition of republicanifm : 

Then, let the Belgians, at leaft, be erefted 
into ia feparate State, which may check, annoy, 
and continually rival the French : 

Let the ancient limits of the Dutch Provii^- 
vinces be re-eftablifhed : 

Let the, frontier diftrifts of Germany, now 
in the hands of the French, be evacuated and 
reilored to, their former mafters : 

Let Britain fecure as many acquifitions as pof- 
fible, to its naval ftrength and commercial ad- 
vantages : . ' 

Let us, in the name of humanity, if we can- 
not procure the reftoration of the Emigrants to 
their Country, Eftates, and Honours, — at leaft 
obtain a fum for them, from the French Govern- 
ment, with which they may be enabled to efta- 
R r blifli 



314 WAR, AND A PINAL, &c. 

blifh fome new Commonwealth or Kingdom, a- 
mid the wilds of the Weftern World : 

Let us be thankful that Britain, the moft re- 
mote from the fcene of war, and the moft fecure 
from its invafion, . has, internally, fuffered lefs 
by the feries of hoftilities, than any other of the 
Powers at war : 

Let, us allow, that our King aiid his Minifters 
have afted only upon the fenfe of the Nation ; 
and that we have no reafon, frbm experience, 
to believe, that any of our other political lead- 
ers could have conduced the war with more per- 
feft Ikill, or happier fuccefs, than our prefent 
adminiftration ; although thefe have not avoided 
fuch errours as are incident to humanity t 

Let us return with new ardour to the honefl 
arts of Peace ; to the corredion of vice j to the 
profecution of induftry ; . to the advancement and 
difFufion of knowledge; to the improvement 
and exaltation of virtue ! 
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